Sunday Word & Prayer – Advent 1 
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God  
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.
Come, O house of Jacob,
Let us walk in the light of the Lord! (Isaiah 2:3,5)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We light the Advent candle and pray
The true light was in the world, 
and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 
You came to be born as a king in Bethlehem, the city of King David. 
Be born in our hearts, and rule our lives today.
Amen.

We sing an Advent hymn LHS 16 Hail to the Lord’s anointed OR We Are One - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 122
I rejoiced with those who said to me,
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Our feet are standing
    in your gates, Jerusalem.
I was glad when they said to me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Jerusalem is built like a city
    that is closely compacted together.
That is where the tribes go up—
    the tribes of the Lord—
to praise the name of the Lord
    according to the statute given to Israel.
There stand the thrones for judgment,
    the thrones of the house of David.
I was glad when they said to me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
    “May those who love you be secure.
May there be peace within your walls
    and security within your citadels.”
For the sake of my family and friends,
    I will say, “Peace be within you.”
For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,
    I will seek your prosperity.
I was glad when they said to me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord. 
We pray an Advent Prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord, and come. 
Protect us, so that we may be rescued 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, 
and saved by your deliverance. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 







Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word 
Old Testament Reading (Isaiah 2:1-5)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Isaiah, chapter 2, verses 1 to 5. 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading (Romans 13:11-14)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in St Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapter 13, verses 11 to 14
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading (Matthew 24:36-44)
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to St Matthew 24, verses 36 – 44. 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you, O Christ
The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep

for the night is nearly over and the day is almost here. 
We sing LHS 1 Hark a herald voice is calling OR Light of The World - Lauren Daigle
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 338 Rise my soul to watch OR We Belong To The Day - Emu Music as our offering is received 
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your gifts to us, especially the gift of your dear Son. Give us ears to hear Jesus’ call to us, and willing hearts to follow. Give your people grace to remain watchful, and keep your church in the truth of your word until Jesus comes as Lord and king.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
We thank you for sending your Son as the Prince of Peace, to bring us pardon and peace with you. Bring your peace to the world, to our land, and to our lives. Help our elected leaders and all in positions of responsibility to build up the common good, and strengthen us to be your peace-makers.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
We thank you for the rich diversity of the world’s cultures. Show your righteous ways to every people, and teach the nations to turn their swords into plowshares. 

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.
You have dispelled the night of sin: help us to put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
(other prayers may follow)

Cleanse our consciences, Lord God, and enlighten our hearts, through the daily presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. Make us ready when he comes again in glory to be our judge. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 


Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God     
May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.


Amen.
We sing LHS 490 O Son of God we wait OR Build Your Kingdom Here - Rend Collective
