Notes on the Readings, 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Year C (Proper 25) 
Joel 2:23-32: The prophet Joel addressed Israel in the years following the return from exile in Babylon. Earlier in the book he interpreted the destructive impact of a locust plague and a bushfire on the agricultural wellbeing of the land to be God's call on the people to repentance. In this section he comforts the people with the evidence of God's absolution through the gift of rain and subsequent generous prosperity. They can praise God as they see the evidence of his open hand. From verse 28 onwards Joel switches the view to the last times. At some time in the future God will pour out his Spirit, not just on particular called prophets, but quite generally throughout his people. By whatever is meant by 'prophesying, dreaming dreams and seeing visions', Joel is certainly saying that the Spirit will reveal God's will through his activity. It is fitting that Peter was moved by the Spirit and the surrounding events of Pentecost Day to quote this passage.

Jeremiah 14:7-10,19-22: After Jeremiah's intense pleas and warnings, there was a false response among the people of Judah to repent. This is expressed in the prayer of verses 7-9, where their confession of sin combines with an expression of their remoteness from God owing to his remoteness from them. In verse 10 God's reply rejects their inadequate prayer, as he sees only their sin. Jeremiah takes up the people's cause in verses 19-22. In a most moving prayer of intercession he confesses their sins and the sins of their ancestors; he appeals on account of the throne of David that God established and the covenant God had made with them. He confesses that only the Lord has power and favour on which any hope can be laid.

2 Timothy 4:6-8;16-18: Paul knows that he is about to die a martyr's death after being imprisoned and tried in Rome, but is ready for it. He is sure of the crown of righteousness because it is God's final gift of grace. He knows he will experience it in full when Christ comes again. He can honestly say that he has maintained his faithfulness to the end. Despite his being forsaken by many friends and having faced his trial alone, God has given him the strength to testify. Paul is certain that God’s gracious keeping will never be withdrawn.

Luke 18:9-14: Some people are overwhelmingly confident they are so righteous that they can face the judgment of God without fear. They can also be arrogantly contemptuous of anyone not of their standard. We tend to judge people on their external performance. God sees straight through to the inner soul and the real nature of a person. This illustrative story of Jesus not only shows us how we are not to be, but points to the spiritual attitude which God desires. Genuine repentance, shown by the example of the tax collector, not only sincerely sorrows over sin, but turns to God in trusting prayer for his mercy. We are told the tax collector was 'justified'. He went away seen and declared by God as 'forgiven' together with God's gift of covering righteousness.

