Notes on the Readings, Second Sunday after Pentecost, Year A (Proper 5)
Genesis 12:1-9: The history of God's reconstituting his relationship with humankind, broken at the Fall, commences with an arrangement of trust built upon promise. Around 2000 BC God commanded Abram to leave the country of his birth, his family and friends, his culture and livelihood, to take his retinue and possessions to a land yet unknown to him. Abram was 75 years old and Sarai, his wife, being a similar age, was unable to have children. God's word of command was accompanied by the promises of territory to belong to descendants yet unborn. In these descendants Abram would be great and would bring blessing to the people of the whole world. Abram marked his trust by building altars where he worshipped God.

Hosea 5:15 - 6:6: In the first three verses of this reading Hosea parodies the peoples' shallow and glib resolution to return to the Lord. Their desire for God's restoration seems to be a preoccupation with the material advantage of rains that regenerate fertility of crops and herds, rather than a genuine repentance. In verses 4-6 Hosea presents God's painful response. Because of the empty inadequacy of their love, they have experienced the word of God's judgment. He desires sincerity in repentance rather than empty ritual formality. Our Lord quotes this passage to the Pharisees in today's gospel.

Romans 4:13-25: Abraham's relationship with God is cited in this reading from St Paul to illustrate the vital and essential role faith plays in our salvation. The promises which God made to Abraham had no seeming foundation in fact - rather the opposite. Abraham's and Sarah's age, their lack of parenthood in their mature years, the lack of territorial ownership were all insurmountable obstacles which Abraham ignored. His unshakeable trust was counted by God as righteousness which Abraham could never in himself attain. Similarly we who trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus on our behalf to pay for our sins receive God's free gift of accredited righteousness.

Matthew 9:9-13,18-26: Matthew, a tax collector, belonged to the class of people considered to be 'sinners'. The religious leaders despised them because these people didn't observe the strict adherence to the law that the Pharisees demanded. Their carping criticism of Jesus for his social association with such people was met by the Lord's quotation of Hosea 6:6. Those who think they are self-sufficient to attain personal righteousness never consider themselves spiritually sick and therefore do not need a doctor. The two people healed in verses 18-26 display the simple trusting faith which leaves all to the Lord and accepts his will and grace in its entirety.

