Notes on the Readings, Advent 3A

ISAIAH 35:1-10: After describing in the previous chapter devastations and punishments inflicted by the Lord God, Isaiah in this prophecy now outlines a glorious and joyous return of God' s people to Jerusalem. In a poetic way he contrasts the journey through the desert to the privations of the first Exodus. The desert will bloom with verdant flowers and trees, people will be physically healed, and the dangers of wild animals will be absent. The Lord will bring his cleansed and redeemed people over a highway in holiness, eagerly approaching his temple with singing. Christ's miraculous final coming will further complete the perfect joy and peaceful prosperity of God's people in the Father's house forever.

JAMES 5:7-10: Just as the farmer cannot hasten the germination, growth, ripening and harvesting of his seed, nor control the timing of the rains, so with the final harvest of God's people. Patient waiting for the coming of the Lord always means painstaking patience and undeviating constancy in applying the principles of love to one another.

MATTHEW 11:2-11: Whatever John' s motives in sending his disciples to Jesus to ask whether or not he was the Messiah, Jesus' answer was both definite and illuminating. Jesus pointed the Baptist to the signs of messiahship. The miracles mentioned in his answer parallel the list which Isaiah connected with the return of God's people from sin and separation to the everlasting joy of God's presence. Herein the Baptist and his disciples would be able to find the answer to their question. Jesus further goes on to affirm John's stalwart and brave greatness in the Kingdom by citing Isaiah's prophecy concerning John's preparation for the coming work of the Messiah.

