Prayer of the Church – Proper 24C
Our Lord encourages us never to give up in prayer.  With faith in God, and in his justice, let us pray for the church, the world and all in need.

Heavenly Father: thank you for accepting our prayers for Jesus' sake, and for always being more ready to listen to us than we are to pray to you.  Forgive our lack of discipline and trust, and every day turn us to you in prayer for ourselves and for others.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for all people, and especially for those who suffer wrong at the hands of others.  Correct the world's wrongs so that the starving are fed and the poor are housed.  Give integrity and success to all who work for justice and peace, including all judges and magistrates, all lawyers and jurors.  When we pray to you for peace, reveal our own aggression, and when we pray to you for justice, convict us of our own greed.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for this country and for all who have made Australia their home.  Bring persecution and wrongful discrimination to an end, and restore the losses suffered by aboriginal people.  When we seek reconciliation, bring us to apologise for our past wrong-doing, and when others ask for forgiveness, make us forgiving too.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for the church around the world, its pastors and people.  Defend and strengthen those in danger and on their own.  Direct all pastors and teachers in the right use of your word.  When we come to you for blessing, move us to love and obey your law, and when we speak to others of your love, warm our cold hearts so that we too radiate your love.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for those with whom we share our lives, and for all who need your comforting presence.  Ease the load of those who carry heavy burdens.  Heal the sick, including (insert names), and sustain the dying with true faith in Christ.  When we cry to you for help, turn us toward others in need, and when we help others, make our own dependency clear.  

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, in your longsuffering and patient mercy, hear our prayers for faith and justice, solely for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
