Prayer of the Church – Proper 22C
With the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, and in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus, let us bring our prayers to God our Father.

Almighty Father: we thank you for the peace we enjoy in Australia. Bless the leaders of our country with the wisdom to rule well so people do not fear one another, and people of different races can live in harmony with one another. Bring peace to other places in the world where there is conflict (particularly……) and an end to senseless and cruel suffering. Turn these people’s hearts to you, so they can learn to be concerned for their enemies, and even to want the best for them, rather than the worst. May they be ashamed of their evil and look to you for forgiveness and new hope for the future.

Lord, increase our faith:
and hear our prayer.
Bless our congregation through your Holy Spirit. May your Spirit give us the courage to speak up for you and never be ashamed to call you our God. Give us the courage to tell people about your love, and about the Good News of new life that flows to us from Jesus Christ. Protect those who are persecuted for their faith and watch over our missionaries wherever they serve.
Lord, increase our faith:
and hear our prayer.
We thank you for the faith you have sown in us: small as a mustard seed, but powerful enough to bring us complete forgiveness, and eternal life with you. We thank you for the faith that enables us to serve you in the world, where we can minister to other people, especially those who need us to give them a helping hand. Have mercy on those who are out of work, families who are struggling to survive, the sick and the disabled, and those who suffer evil at the hands of those closest to them. Bless the way we minister to these people and help us share your love with them.
Lord, increase our faith:
and hear our prayer.
We pray for those who have neglected or abandoned worship with their fellow Christians. Please keep them from abandoning faith altogether and bring them back to the fellowship of Christ’s body. We remember our own family members, friends and members of (insert name of congregation) who no longer share our faith or life together, and we pray for those who are yet to believe. Keep us faithful in caring for them all by our prayers, the witness of our own presence in worship, and by our love. 
Lord, increase our faith:
and hear our prayer.
Thank you for your beautiful creation. Let your blessing rest on agriculture, commerce, and industry. Give us sunshine and rain in good measure, and prosper the work of those who grow our food. Bless our arts and culture, our rest and leisure. Support all who strive to do your will in their daily vocation, and assure them that you are pleased with their work. 
Lord, increase our faith:
and hear our prayer.
Lord, you have called us to be your servants in the world. Give us the faith we need for this task, and hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
