18th Sunday After Pentecost, Year B

Service Order


(NOTE: for each set of music suggestions below, the first is a Public Domain hymn, which may be used freely, while the second is a more contemporary suggestion and will most likely be covered by copyright. Please refer to the Music tab for the week for the relevant copyright details.)

We Come to God in Prayer
Are any among you suffering?
They should pray.
Are any cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise.  (Jas 5:13 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Friends in Christ:
St James says:
‘Anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.’

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing – LHS 407 If thou but suffer God to guide thee – vs 1, 4, 7 OR I Will Trust You In The Darkness - Emu Music
We Pray Psalm 19:7-14
The law of the Lord is perfect,
    refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
    making wise the simple.
The precepts of the Lord are right,
    giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the Lord are radiant,
    giving light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is pure,
    enduring for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are firm,
    and all of them are righteous.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. (Ps 19:8a NIV)
They are more precious than gold,
    than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey,
    than honey from the honeycomb.
By them your servant is warned;
    in keeping them there is great reward.
But who can discern their own errors?
    Forgive my hidden faults.
Keep your servant also from wilful sins;
    may they not rule over me.
Then I will be blameless,
    innocent of great transgression.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29
After the reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,

that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Epistle reading: James 5:13-20
After the reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,

that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Gospel reading: Mark 9:38-50
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for giving people power to do good in your name.
Help us not to cause any believers to stumble.
Amen.
Children’s Address (optional)

We sing – LHS 422 Great shepherd of Thy people hear OR Shepherd of My Soul - Rivers & Robots 
Address
We Confess Our Faith using Luther’s Explanation to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed
I  believe that I cannot by my own 

understanding or effort

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, 

or come to Him.

But the Holy Spirit has called me 

through the Gospel,

enlightened me with his gifts,

and sanctified and kept me in true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, 

enlightens and sanctifies

the whole Christian Church on earth,

and keeps it united with Jesus Christ

in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church day after day,

He fully forgives my sins

and the sins of all believers.

On the last day He will raise me 

and all the dead

and give me and all believers 

in Christ eternal life.

This is most certainly true.

We sing – LHS 821 Where cross the crowded ways of life (tune LHS 373) OR Hear Our Prayer - Emu Music
Offering Prayer
Thank you, loving God,
for uniting us with Christ
and with one another.
Lead us to help and pray for each other,
and to live our lives in praise to you
and in service to all in need.
Amen.
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
The Lord says through James, 'Pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.' So let us pray for the church, the world, and those in need, knowing that God will answer our prayers according to his love and promise in Christ.

Heavenly Father: thank you for including us in the body of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Forgive us for causing others to stumble in the faith, turn us around to pray for one another instead, and to build each other up with songs of praise to you.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Watch over our children, dear Father, and over all who are young in the faith.  Protect them from being misled by others, and provide them with parents and mentors to build them up in true faith and godly living.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you for using churches throughout the world to build your kingdom of forgiving grace in Christ.  Bless our brothers and sisters in other churches with the pure word of your law and gospel, and with the sacraments properly taught and administered.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on the people of every land - on those with inadequate water and food, clothing and shelter, income and security.  Have mercy too on those who are impoverished socially, and those who suffer from the sins of others.  Supply their needs and give them peace.  

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, give courage to those who suffer long term illness or discomfort.  Release those caught up in habitual sin, and comfort those who are lonely, distressed or broken hearted.  

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless each person in this congregation, dear Father - our brothers and sisters here at home.  Turn us to each other with warm love and generous support, ready to give the simplicity of a cup of water where it is needed.  And supply the needs of all we know personally to be in want and whom we name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, you are the great healer and you provide all that we need for healing, and have given your own Son. Hear our prayer, and help all Christians to work together in your name to bring healing to their neighbours. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace, because you bear the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.  
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

We sing – LHS 356 Lord of Glory who hast bought us OR Saved My Soul - CityAlight 
