RECONCILIATION AT THE VIEWING OF A PERSON WHO HAS DIED
NOTES

1. This pastoral act has been prepared for a situation where someone dies leaving behind unresolved hurt or conflict in a close relationship.
2. It is intended to give people who are grieving an opportunity to admit their hurt and frustration, or to express their anger and regret at what has taken place. As such, it is suitable both for circumstances where people feel they have been wronged by the person who has died, and where they believe they have done wrong themselves.
3. The outline suggested here is only a guide, which may not be suitable in every circumstance. The pastor should exercise discretion in deciding how best to minister to people in their grief.
4. The suggested context for this pastoral act is as part of a viewing at the funeral parlour, or in the church before the funeral itself. Alternatively, it may take place much later than the funeral at the place of burial. Either way, some physical connection between the person who has died and those who are grieving is preferable.
5. Pastors may also offer private confession and absolution to those who are seeking a clear word of forgiveness.

1. VIEWING
The persons desiring reconciliation with the one who has died, are invited to view, and if desired, to touch the body. As much time as is needed should be given.
2. PRAYER
The pastor leads those who are present in a prayer of thanksgiving, such as the following.
We thank you, Heavenly Father, that you are gracious and merciful. We thank you that you forgive us when we confess our sins and seek pardon from you. We thank you also for the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has won forgiveness and reconciliation for us by his death on the cross. Comfort N, N, and N with your Holy Spirit, so that they may receive your forgiveness, and also forgive others. We ask this through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
3. ACT OF RECONCILIATION
Those who would like to say something are invited to speak. They may say any of the following:

a) Anything they would like to have said to the dead person before he/she died, and how they 
feel about what has happened;

b) That they are sorry for anything that they said or did to the dead person;

c) Words of forgiveness directed to the dead person for anything that he/she did to them.
4. PRAYER

The pastor gathers up all that has been said in prayer, concluding with the Lord's Prayer.
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.

5. BLESSING
The pastor gives this, or another blessing.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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