Notes on the Readings

LAMENTATIONS 1:1-6: How desolate! This prophetical dirge laments the sacking of Jerusalem (here called by its holy name, Zion) by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar in 387 BC. The city is pictured as a lonely and deserted woman, bereft of her children, her family, and her honour. The repeated prophecies of God's messengers have now tragically been fulfilled. Her former ill-chosen allies (here termed lovers) have deserted her and even joined the enemy. Her people have been led off to captivity, leaving the temple demolished, of no value for anyone to find the living God. All this has come about by the peoples' deliberate, repeated and long-standing rejection of the Lord, who had placed them in the land to be his special favoured people.

HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4: How could it possibly be?! The law of God had been restored by King Josiah but so soon the public morality flouted it, thus rendering it 'slack'. This kind of anarchy bred uncontrolled violence, the wicked getting the better of the righteous. The prophet himself felt that it was as if he were the one looking for trouble, at the behest of God. Habakkuk thus made complaint, but indicated that he would await the Lord's answer (2:1). The Lord's answer came to him as an injunction to record the answer with utmost care and precision and then to broadcast it (2:2). The vision which was given to the prophet would most surely come about, but at God's appointed time. Therefore wait! However, in the meantime the wicked will remain lost in their proud spirit, but the righteous will be preserved and prosper by their faith.

2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14: Paul is writing to the young pastor, Timothy, who was Paul's 'beloved child' through coming to faith and later in training for ministry of the gospel. Paul is a prisoner at Rome at this time and refers joyfully back to the past, making it an occasion for thanksgiving and prayer. He remembers how much both he and Timothy owe to their forebears in regard to the foundation laid for their faith. He urges Timothy that this faith may grow together with his spiritual gifts in unashamed witness for the gospel. God's power will provide this strength, just as God's grace from eternity had bestowed the faith in Jesus Christ and his free redemption, making certain their life in heaven. Neither of them needs to be afraid in their proclamation, despite even imprisonment, for God will surely guard and keep whatever is entrusted to him. Paul urges Timothy to maintain sound teaching in faith and love with the help of the Holy Spirit.

LUKE 17:5-10: The apostles (the twelve) asked the Lord, 'Give us more faith'. Hearing his previous teaching, they realised their need to produce a stronger love than their weakness allowed. The strengthening given in answer to their request came by Jesus' describing the power which accompanies a strong faith. The power he described is limited only by the power of God himself, who responds to that faith. Lest the apostles, or anyone else, should become self-satisfied over the astonishing power which may become evident, Jesus illustrates with a human example. A slave remains a slave even though he may on occasion attain a super-abundant performance of his duties. If it were possible for us to fulfil all our duties for God perfectly, we could still take no personal credit. After all, compared with God himself, or even at a lesser level the holy angels, we still remain worthless servants.
