Epiphany 7C Church@Home
We begin
Light your candle.
We begin in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Sharing

Share your highs and lows for the week.
· What are you thankful for?

· What or who have you struggled with?
We sing  LHS 388 All depends on our possessing OR I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus - CityAlight 
Confession and Declaration of Grace
Let’s sit at the Lord’s feet now, and ask him to forgive our sins. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by 

nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by 

thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: 

Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our 

sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your 

will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we 

may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given 

his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To 

those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children 

of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is 

baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen. 
We sing LHS 415 Whatever God ordains is good OR Whate’er My God Ordains is Right – Sovereign Grace 
We Pray 
Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God,
you have taught us through your Son
that to love is to fulfil the law.
Help us to love you with our whole heart,
and our neighbours as ourselves.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bibles and read: 
Genesis 45:3-11,15 
After the reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Household Discussion

· Imagine you are the brothers, who sold their brother into slavery and then lied to cover it up. Now you have come begging in Egypt during a famine, only to discover that the man with all the power is the brother you betrayed… how would you feel approaching Joseph’s chair? How would you expect him to act?

· Now imagine you are Joseph. How would you feel the moment you realise your brothers are in the crowd?

· What surprises you about Joseph’s reaction and treatment of his brothers?
Gospel 
Luke 6:27-38 
After the gospel:

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion

· How should we treat our enemies (including people we don’t agree with, we don’t like, who’ve hurt our feelings or our bodies…)?
· Do you struggle to live this out?

· Now put yourself in the position of the enemies…. How would you like people to treat you? How would you like God to treat you?
We Pray
Thank you, merciful God,
for all the good things you give us.
Teach us to be loving and merciful like you,
because we are your children,
who have been forgiven.
Help us generously to give of ourselves to others.
Amen 

We sing LHS 479 Jesus my redeemer lives OR My Redeemer Lives - Hillsong
Sermon 

Prayer of the Church 
Before you begin, take a moment to think back to your highs and lows at the start of the service.  Insert your own prayers when prompted.

As people who have received new life from the Spirit, let us pray in the name of our resurrected Lord Jesus.

Almighty God, giver of all things, thank you for all your goodness. We give you thanks for [insert your prayers here]
Thank you for your great love, for sending Jesus to bring us your grace and eternal life through his resurrection, and for the gift of the Holy Spirit, our comforter.
Lord, help us to treasure in our hearts all that you have done for us, and help us show our gratitude through lives of service to you and to others.

We pray for your church, that it may be a sign of forgiveness in the world. Bless all Christians around the world, and unite us with your love, so we shine your light and truth to everyone around us.
We pray for people who are divided by enmity and hatred, and for those we have struggled with. In your mercy, help us to forgive those who have sinned against us. Restore broken relationships and heal hurts, so people can live in peace with each other.
We pray especially today for the poor and homeless. Open our eyes and our hearts so we can see their need before they need to ask for it. We ask for the gift of generosity, that the resources of the world may be shared by all.

Guide our nation in justice and honour, that we may lead a peaceable life of integrity. Bless our leaders, local, state and national. Help our magistrates and judges to be compassionate and just. 
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Have mercy on those who are dying, that they may know the hope of the resurrection. Bring consolation to those who are mourning the loss of a dear one. We pray especially for [insert your prayers here]
Lord, teach us to give as we have received, and to forgive as we have been forgiven. Hear our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
We sing LHS 238 O God Of mercy hear us now OR AT 292 Because we bear your name – Robin Mann
Blessing 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us with favour, and give us peace. Amen! 
