
Prayer of the Church – Easter 6C

Our Lord Jesus promised that the Father would send us his Spirit. Therefore, in the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence to the Father for all our needs.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for coming and making your home in us, despite our sin.  And thank you for giving us the Holy Spirit as our teacher so that we are not alone in our learning.  Help us to keep your word in our hearts and minds, and to fully engage in the life of the church as our practical school of faith.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for all people, that they may know themselves loved and forgiven by you, for Jesus' sake.  Teach us by your word and Spirit to receive your love and your presence with joy and gladness, and so to spread your word throughout the world.  Support all missionaries and bring fruit to their labours.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for the church, that it would love you by loving others.  Teach us by your word and Spirit to care for those who are isolated and lonely, that we may be present for them with friendship and faith, and with hospitality and hope.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, that there may be peace so that your word can go out unhindered.  Turn us to active repentance for all wrong-doing and teach us by your word and Spirit to abandon our culture of depravity.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for our own city/town of … (insert name), that you may bless our daily work and family life.  Teach us by your word and Spirit to honour you in all our relationships, and keep our lives free from sin and destructive behaviour.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for all in need, for the sick and the sorrowing - provide, heal, and comfort them with your life-giving presence.  Teach us by your word and Spirit to be generous in giving, wise in counsel, and persistent in care.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Lord God Almighty, as Lydia was taught by your word and Spirit so that she welcomed you into her heart, open our hearts also to make a home for you, and when our last hour comes take us to that heavenly City, to dwell in the everlasting light of your glorious presence, for you live and reign, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

