Sunday Word & Prayer – Advent 4C
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God  
But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel. (Matt 2:6 NKJV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen. 
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We light the Advent candle and pray
Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
we bless you for Gabriel who brought the good news; 
we bless you for Mary, who became your mother. 
Bless your church as it prepares for Christmas; 
and bless us your children who long for your coming.

Amen.

We sing LHS 42 Earth has many a noble city OR  My Soul Magnifies the Lord - Chris Tomlin 
We pray Psalm 80
Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,
    you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim,
    shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
Awaken your might;
    come and save us.

Restore us, O Lord; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

How long, Lord God Almighty,
    will your anger smoulder
    against the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
You have made us an object of derision to our neighbours,
    and our enemies mock us.

Restore us, O Lord; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

We pray an Advent Prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray for God to be with us.

Thank you, loving heavenly Father, 
for coming with power to the Virgin Mary 
and making her the mother of our Lord. 
Come to us with your Holy Spirit, 
so that we receive your saving word 
and rejoice in our Saviour. 
For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word 
Old Testament Reading (Micah 5:2-5) 
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Micah, chapter 5, verses 2 to 5.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading (Hebrews 10:5-10)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in St Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 5 to 10.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading (Luke 1:46b-55)
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to St Luke, chapter 1, verses 46-55. 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you, O Christ
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for coming to be born of Mary.
Help us to rejoice that you became a human being.
Amen.
We sing LHS 26 Praise God the Lord ye sons of men OR Maker, Made a Child – Emu Music
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 490 O Son of God we wait for thee OR Light of the World – Lauren Daigle, Paul Duncan, and Paul Mabury as our offering is received 
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Our Lord remembers the promises he makes to his people, and does great things for those who call on his name. Let us pray to our Father in heaven, confident that he will hear our prayers and act in his loving mercy.

Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for the many blessings you have given us, although we have not deserved them. Especially we thank you for your saving word and the holy sacraments. Keep the teaching of the gospel pure in your church throughout the world, and give us faithful pastors to preach your word with boldness and power. Help your church to invest its time and resources in building the true temple- your people. Send out labourers into your harvest and bring to faith those who do not yet know you. Have mercy on the enemies of your church, so that they may repent and live. Protect your church in all trouble, and defend it against all danger.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Show your mercy to all the nations of the world. Bless our land and the people who live in it. Help those in government and positions of responsibility to maintain honesty and truth, justice and peace. Direct all schools and places of learning, so that students everywhere may learn truth and wisdom.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Watch over and protect all expecting mothers and fathers. Comfort those parents who have lost children and those couples who want a child but have not been able to have one. Bless the work of adoption agencies and orphanages who care for children without parents and help them find loving homes.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Graciously protect us from war and disease, famine, political instability and natural disasters. Watch over those who travel, especially those visiting family and friends at this time. Support all people in their proper vocation, and help all those who are unemployed or underemployed. Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology. Help those who are sick and in need. And comfort those who are lonely and in trouble.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Just as Mary heard your word, trusted you, and bore the fruit of your Spirit, lead us to hear your word and trust you, so that we may live fruitful lives, filled with the joy of your Holy Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God     
May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.


Amen.
We sing AT 345 Nothing but the blood OR Nothing but the blood of Jesus- Irish Version – The Gettys
