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Continued next page 

Jonah in the Old Testament is a very 
fascinating character.  He was part of 
the chosen people of God, the Jews. 
He was called by God to go and give a 
message to a foreign people.  (To be a 
foreign missionary in our modern 
terms.) But he acted anything but faith-
fully. 

Jonah was called by God to go and 
preach a message of warning to the 
great city of Nineveh.  The Ninevites 
were known for their extreme terror and 
lust for power over others.  They loved 
torture and abuse. They make our 
modern terrorists look like kindergarten 
children.  The closest we would come 
today is if Jonah were called to go and 
preach to Moscow at this time.  You 
would not expect a good reception and 
you would not feel like giving anything 
of hope to these people, only judge-
ment. 

Jonah is called to go to Nineveh.  But 
Jonah did not listen to the Lord and 
headed in the opposite direction.  He 
headed for Tarshis on a ship.  About as 
far as you could get away from Nineveh 
in the opposite direction.   

But the Lord was intent on persuading 
Jonah to do what he had asked him to 
do.  He sent a violent wind and storm 
that threatened the ship.  The crew 
were afraid and each started praying.  
Not to Yahweh, but to their own gods.  
But to no avail.  Meanwhile Jonah was 
below deck and was having a good 
nap, punch-drunk in his false peace 
gained by completely ignoring his con-
science.  The captain rouses him and 
calls him to pray.  Jonah should have 
been praying and he should have been 
somewhere else.  It took this pagan 
captain to get him into action. 

The sailors hold a revelation lottery and 

 

Jonah the prodigal 
missionary 

Jonah Chapter 1 
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Jonah is reluctant 
to go... and yet  

people are  
converted. 

LCA NSW and ACT District is  
            by: 

 Supporting congregations and ministries in mission and ministry 

 Supporting congregations in transition 

 Developing and supporting alternative models for ministry 

 Planting and renewing congregations 

 Developing and supporting networking and connections  
between congregations and ministries 

 Developing and supporting leadership — through the Bishop 
leading leadership teams 
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Jonah gets the marked ball.  This 
revealed that he was the reason for 
the storm.  They demand he explain 
himself.  Jonah then testifies to his 
belief and belonging to the God who 
makes the heavens and the earth.  
(He is finally being the missionary 
he was called to be.)  All the sailors 
are in awe of this God.  

They demand he explains why God 
is letting this all happen.  And Jonah 
bravely confesses that he is running 
away from this God and they should 
throw him overboard and their prob-
lems will be solved.  Which they 
promptly do after some other ave-
nues were first tested.  The sea 
calmed and they all offered sacrific-
es to God and made vows to follow 
him. Conversions all round.  (The 
missionary has fulfilled his pur-
pose.) 

Its an amazing story.  Jonah is re-
luctant to go and preach where he 
is called to, and yet people (the sail-
ors) are converted. 

This makes us all think deeply.  
God has called each of us to a mis-
sion.  To proclaim Christ to the na-
tions and to baptize and teach eve-
ryone to observe what he com-
mands us. 

Yet we so often find ourselves 
heading in the wrong direction.  It 
might not be fleeing to Tarshis, but 
it is giving all of our time to pursuing 
comfort for ourselves, or education 
for our children, or playing and 
watching sport, or making money in 
our jobs.  We are running away 
from the calling and mission 
that God has placed on our 
lives.  We say we do not have 
time to fulfil Gods call or we 
don’t have the skills to do what 
he asks.  We pay the fare to 

get all of these worldly goals, but 
we find they turn out empty.  God 
sends a storm into our lives and 
everything we lived for, is turned 
upside down.  And we wonder what 
is happening. 

Yet the great good news in this pas-
sage is that God works through us 
despite our reluctance.  When we 
are travelling in the wrong direction, 
some not yet believer asks us about 
our faith, and we testify to it, despite 
not living it wholeheartedly.  
“Shouldn’t you be praying to God 
about that” the unbeliever tells us.   

God is extremely gracious to us 
even when we are heading in the 
wrong direction.  He sends the 
storms of life to get our attention 
and takes us back to where we 
should have been going all of the 
time sometimes even through unbe-
lievers.  He sets us on his course 
again.  With Jonah, he now sends a 
great fish to swallow him and take 
him back to where he should have 
been all along.  This prodigal mis-
sionary will yet fulfil his calling! 

Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus 

God works 
through us  
despite our  
reluctance 

“   
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DISTRICT NEWS  

For your prayer  

and care 

Calls 

 Pr Darren Jaensch (Director of 

Chaplains, ADF Canberra) has 

accepted the call to Belconnen 

ACT, commencing in 2023. 

 Pr Mark Worthing (North Ade-

laide SA) has accepted the call 

to Port Macquarie, and the call 

to the Frontier School of  

Mission. 

 Pr Paul Hannola (Tuggeranong 

ACT) has declined the call to 

Horsham, Vic. and declined the 

call to Morphett Vale SA. 

 Pr Joseph Graham (Dubbo-

Gilgandra) has declined the 

call to Carlsruhe-Saddleworth 

SA. 

 Pr Darren Kupke (Temora) has  

the call to Bendigo, Vic. 

 

Close of Congregation 

 The Concordia Yagoona con-

gregation  held its final service 

on 22 May 2022. The church 

and manse continue to be 

used by GKIA the Indonesian 

Lutheran congregation and 

their pastor Sahat Simannu-

lang. 

Death  

 Pr Hans Oberscheidt died on 5 

March 2022. Pr Hans was or-

dained at Liverpool in 1971, 

and served at Bathurst 1971-

1977, Shellharbour 1977-1985, 

and West Wyalong 1992 until 

his retirement in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

Like and Follow the District Facebook Page to keep up to date 

with news and events. Search Facebook for LCANSWACT,  

or go to www.facebook.com/LCANSWACT 

 
 

Bible Study with the Bishop 

Jonah the prodigal missionary  

Jonah 1  
 

Join with members of the LCA NSW 

and ACT District in an online  

Bible study led by Bishop  

Robert Bartholomaeus 
 

Wednesday 15 June 

7.30pm on Zoom 
 

To register, please email  

office.nsw@lca.org.au  
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District Communications Officer, Tanya Cunningham 
met with Cheryl Turek, from Tuggeranong 

Cheryl, What is your role?   

I am employed to set up and co-
ordinate new community activities and 
events, and work with activities that are 
already established, such as with a lo-
cal retirement village and our Monday 
night bread. Part of my role involves 
working with team members, organising 
rosters and paperwork. 

You talked about a ‘calling’ to do this – what specifical-
ly do you feel called to do, and how does it fit with this 
role? 

I have always had this strong sense to walk alongside peo-
ple as they do life, particularly those going through tough 
times. Some people are disconnected and lonely, going 
through a season of sadness or struggles. It’s about loving 
and accepting people no matter what their circumstances 
and supporting them as needed so a lot of my role involves 
working with people who are lonely and wanting to connect 
and providing support through food hampers and our food 
pantry. 

What sort of projects are you doing? 

We have a few things happening each 
week. On Monday nights we distribute 
free Baker’s Delight bread to communi-
ty members. We offer prayer and food 
hampers. Some of these folk take 
bread and deliver to others in need. 
With COVID we were able to deliver 
bread and hampers to families in isola-
tion. 

On Tuesdays we run the community 
garden group.  We have several church 
members plus a small number of folk 
from the community who come along. 
They garden together and some of the 
produce is distributed to the communi-
ty. Every second Wednesday we have 
a cuppa and craft group, women come along with their own 
craft and sit around and chat. We have now commenced a 
bible study following the craft time for those who wish to 
stay.  

Every Thursday we hold a worship service at the local re-
tirement village. I organise the service and then work with a 
small team to lead each week. 

We also have a small food pantry in operation. 

How are people from the community and the congrega-
tion engaging?  

Congregation members get involved by helping at these 
activities either physically, financially or prayerfully.  The 
community are coming along to each event, sometimes they 
contact me to make sure it’s on as they don’t want to miss 
out. They help distribute the food hampers, help set up  gar-
age sale and help keep the gardens looking neat and tidy. 
Most people from the community who attend indicate they 
are lonely and are looking for somewhere to connect with 
other folk. 

What are some of the challenges? 

There are so many needs and possi-
bilities, a challenge is trying to dis-
cern which activities God wants us to 
run with and the big challenge is en-
gaging volunteers. 

What do you see as the big oppor-
tunities and blessings going for-
ward? 

The opportunity is for Good Shep-
herd members to be seen and en-
gaged more in the community, to be 
available to lend a helping hand as 
needed, and through our love and 
actions be Jesus’ hands and feet. 

Already we have seen blessings, especially when people 
from the community say they feel safe here and look for-
ward to being able to come along each week to our activi-
ties. Some are engaging in bible study and come along to 
worship.    

During COVID we supported one of our local schools by 
providing over 30 food hampers. The school was so appre-
ciative of our support that they contacted the local media 
and we did a TV interview, and just recently the school com-
munity donated close to $1500 to our food pantry. That 
same school now has a small group of students who have 
trouble engaging with school and would like to have them 
come and set up their own plot in our community garden. 

As a congregation we are so thankful to the District for fund-
ing this position for three years, and I feel incredibly blessed 
to be able to work with our congregation members and en-
gage with the local community. Above all we give thanks to 
God who provides the opportunity to love people and be a 
witness for Him. 

Tanya Cunningham and  
Cheryl Turek, Tuggeranong 

Cheryl Turek 

    Tuggeranong Community Development Coordinator 

Cheryl Turek and local school deputy  
principal Nicky Smith  

Worship service at local retirement village 

Good Shepherd community garden 
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NSW and ACT District 39th Regular 

Convention of Synod  
28-30 October 2022 - Warrambui  

 

Online registration for pastors, delegates and visitors  

will be available in August. 

Reports, Proposals, and Nominations due to  

office.nsw@lca.org.au by 22 August 2022. 

 Enquiries to District Office phone 02 8660 1200  

email admin.nsw@lca.org.au 

 

NSW and ACT District Pastors’ Conference  

26-28 October 2022 - Belconnen 

 Mission and Ministry Conference  

 

Tuning up for ministry and mission endurance 

Some years ago, on purchasing a car, I was reminded that I 
had made a significant investment in the vehicle and if I ex-
pected it to go well and last that I service it regularly.   As a 
church, God has blessed us with some important assets, 
not buildings or cars but people (pastors, lay workers and 
mission leaders), who help and encourage us in our ministry 
and mission.   So, in early May, 41 pastors, lay workers and 
mission leaders gathered together to be better prepared for 
God’s mission and ministry for the long haul.   

Some of the main highlights of the conference: 

 The conference was saturated with God’s word, with 
morning and evening devotions focused on John 15 and 
the book of Jonah.    

 Wayne George, a Lutheran pastor and counsellor from 
Samway Counselling Services Queensland, helped us 
explore how to prepare well for the ups and downs of min-
istry, by preparing for the hazards of ministry. 

 Geoff Broughton, a pastor and lecturer from St Mark Na-
tional Theological Centre, led us in how to best utilise 
Professional Supervision. Professional Supervision is now 

a requirement for all in pastoral ministry, as it helps us to 
reflect on our practices and consider fresh perspectives to 
our ministry life, so we can better serve those in our min-
istry context.    

 Pastor Mat von Stanke from LifeWay Newcastle, helped 
us reflect on the fact that Jesus asks more questions than 
he gives answers in his ministry, and what are the conse-
quences for us as we involve ourselves in his ministry.   
One of the resources he shared was the book   Jesus Is 
the Question: The 307 Questions Jesus Asked and the 3 
He Answered. 

 Mary- Ann Carver and Carolyn Kiss gave us an update on 
the 10 Child Safety Standards and how the LCA is help-
ing us meet the new guidelines. 

 Bishops Paul Smith and Robert Bartholomaeus gave us 
updates on the various challenges and opportunities for 
our church nationally and in NSW and ACT  

 The relationship building in formal and informal ways.  
One of the major themes from the bible, which is also re-
flected in our Strategic Directions, Walking Together in 
Mission is that we are called to be the church together, 
supporting, encouraging and complementing each other.     

Ultimately, this conference will benefit 
not just those who attended but the 
congregations and ministries of the 
Lutheran Church in NSW and ACT, as 
it equips and supports our pastors, lay 
workers and mission leaders for their 
ministry and mission contexts.    

And don’t forget one way you can 
support them further is to pray for 
them and with them.         

Pr Richard Schwedes 

Pastors, lay workers and mission leaders at Mission and Ministry Conference 
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 Jesus and the King of Rock ’n’ Roll 

 

 Getting Started with Mission  
Pray for three people in your community 

As we read through the New Testament and history there is 
a common theme that continues popping up. God has cho-
sen to reveal his love to people, through people. And these 
people are diverse, every day, and at times unexpected 
people, people like you and me to other help people discov-
er his love.     

Now, 1 John 4:10-11 describes this calling God has for us 
well; This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another  (NIV)  or as The Message translation 
reads; This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that 
we once upon a time loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 
damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. My dear, 
dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to 
love each other.  

But the question for some, is how do we start sharing his 
love? 

One simple way that some people have adopted is to pray 
specifically and regularly for three people they believe are 
either some distance from Jesus and his love, or they be-
lieve don’t know Jesus and his love. 

Getting started in praying for three people 

1. Identify three people in your local community to pray for 
(look through your phone, think about your workplace, 
where you do business, and socialise) 

2. Commit to praying daily for these three people, that 
they may know and respond to Jesus and his love. 

3. Pray also about how God is calling you to help them 
discover his love.   

4. Go out of your way to interact with them, ask them how 
they are going and if they would like prayer for anything. 

5. Keep your eyes and ears open to how God responds, 
and be patient with God.  

One lady who undertook this approach to praying is pleas-
antly surprised how God uses this approach to affect not 
just the lives of the people she prays for but also her life.   
Over time she has noticed: 

1. On most occasions people respond very well to her, 
and even appreciate the concern she shows when she 
asks them would they like prayer for anything.  

2. Her relationship with the people she prays for seems to 
always improve. 

3. Some of the people she prays for begin asking ques-
tions about her church, Christianity and Jesus, which is 
always an opening to further discussion.  

4. At times God challenges her to see the opportunities he 
places before her to help those she is praying for her, to 
be loved through her.    

5. God often doesn’t move at her preferred pace, some-
times things move very quickly, sometimes a lot slower.   

How about you? 

Are you willing to pray for three people in your commu-
nity on a daily basis so that they discover and respond 
to the best gift ever, Jesus’ love?  

Pr Richard Schwedes 

When asked to preach at the ecumenical Gospel Service at 
the Parkes Elvis Festival in April this year, Pastor James 
Leach knew that this was another great opportunity to con-
nect with the community. The festival attracts over 10,000 
visitors each year, and includes a Saturday parade, rock ’n’ 
roll in the streets, and a huge number of Elvis impersona-
tors. 

The Gospel Service featured a number of tribute artists 
singing Elvis’s well-known gospel songs. As he spoke in 
front of 5000 people, Pastor James shared a message 
based on Elvis’s character in the movie Speedway – a NAS-
CAR driver who was known for his generosity towards oth-
ers. 

Pastor James spoke about Elvis’s generosity to his fans and 
co-stars, and then went on to share about God’s perfect 
generosity through Jesus, and how God calls us to be gen-

erous with our own lives and 
resources. A choir group 
from all the Parkes churches 
led the singing of Amazing 
Grace, Put Your Hand in the 
Hand, and O Happy Day. 

But the most exciting thing 
happened after the service 
was finished. As he walked off-stage, Pastor James was 
approached by many people who wanted to talk about Elvis 
and his gospel songs, as well as share stories and ques-
tions about their own faith. For several hours, Pastor James 
had the opportunity to listen to people and offer to pray for 
them – in his own words, it was a ‘surreal’ experience. 

Many locals have since approached him in the local super-
market or down the street to thank him for his message. 
Pastor James sees occasions like these as opportunities to 
‘plant seeds’ of faith and hope in people, even though he 
may never know how God helps that seed to grow. 

When asked if he’s a big fan of Elvis, James replies ‘I re-
spect him for the artist that he is. He could break down bar-
riers and present gospel music in a way that people from 
non-faith backgrounds could hear it.’ And when pressed 
further, he says ‘I could become one’ – and he hopes that at 
next year’s Festival, he’ll be sharing Jesus in the community 
wearing an Elvis costume! 

Tanya Cunningham and  
Pr James Leach 

 

Ecumenical Gospel Service at the Parkes Elvis Festival 

Pr James Leach 
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 District Church Council news 
Supporting Congregations and Ministries in  
Mission and ministry: 

Woden Valley Lutheran Church – Mission  
facilitator Molonglo Valley 

Jacob Traeger shared about the missional community that 
has started in the Molonglo Valley. He reflected on the les-
sons learnt, the setbacks of COVID and the movement to-
wards starting simple worship.  The DCC then discussed 
the extension of the Mission Facilitator role at Woden as 
they work towards moving this missional community to-
wards a sustainable worshipping community.  The DCC 
agreed to partner with the Woden Valley Lutheran Church 
to support the Mission Facilitator role for a further 4 years at 
an investment of $270,500. 

Port Macquarie Lutheran Church 

The District has finalized an MOU with Port Macquarie Lu-
theran Church to share a full-time Position with Frontier. 
This individual will work half time in the Port Macquarie con-
gregation and half-time leading Frontier. Dr Mark Worthing 
has now accepted the call to this position. 

Planting and Renewing Congregations: 

Lifeway Westside – Church Plant 

Pastor Mark Schultz reported that Danny Brock is continu-
ing work with existing networks and connections. They have 
hosted a Christmas Street Party and community BBQ’s. 
Making connections into the community continues through 
the local café.  The missional community is about to move 
into the next stage of evangelism, from relational to helping 
people think about their spirituality. 

District Leadership through the Bishop leading 
leadership teams: 

Mission and Ministry Grant applications 

Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus reported to DCC about the 
effects of COVID on pastors and church leadership as well 
as congregations. DCC spent time looking at how they 
could support and care further for pastors and leaders. 

Mission and Ministry Team 

The Mission and Ministry team reported that the Strategic 
team will be reconfigured to be the Mission and Ministry 
team and include the new Strategic Facilitators and the Dis-
trict Administrator and Communications Officer as needed. 

Frontier Training 

The Frontier School of Mission continues to move forward 
with the DCC calling the new Dean for the School with a 
view to start in early July. Dr Mark Worthing has now ac-
cepted the call to this position. DCC is working towards put-
ting together an advisory team to support the Dean of the 
School. 

Governance of Specific Ministries: 

Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre 

The Warrambui Board reflected on the positive items 
achieved in the last two years, including the Dome refur-
bishment, a possible PNG intern program, COVID Safety 
and renewal of ACF accreditation. 

They noted that the 2022 
revenue is estimated to be 
down $600k and bookings 
down 50% on pre-COVID 
figures. Therefore, the opera-
tional loss is estimated to be 
similar to 2021 of $400k.  
The board was meeting fur-
ther to look at what costs can 
be further reduced without 
compromising the guest experience. 

Challenges for 2022 include the hiring and retention of staff, 
the quarry infill and future use and revenue. 

LLL Board Nominations 

After the LLL Board had undertaken a rigorous search for 
new Board candidates, The DCC was joyfully able to en-
dorse the nominations of Deepa Justus (Sydney) and David 
Kalisch (Belconnen) for appointment to the LLL Board. 

Lutheran Aged Care Albury 

Wendy Rocks, CEO of LACA reported on the challenges 
that COVID had brought and how her team had been able 
to manage any outbreaks.  The redevelopments at LACA 
are moving along well with the potential for an LLL loan re-
quest to support the later stages. David Jarman who had 
been previously serving Tamworth congregation started at 
LACA in early March.  

Professional Standards Department 

Tim Ross from the Professional Standards Department 
shared with the DCC the latest update to the policy and pro-
cedures for the Prevention of Harm from a Person of Con-
cern. Tim noted these were policies of the church and not 
the PSD, and he advised that when grooming occurs, it is 
not just the individual that is groomed, but the parish and 
the congregation as well. It is a timely reminder that these 
are important polices in the church to help keep all our peo-
ple safe and well. The main update in the policies has been 
the broadening of the scope for people of concern to come 
in line with public policy. 

Lutheran Education in Victoria, NSW and  
Tasmania  - LEVNT 

Julian Denholm, director of LEVNT shared an update on 
how the NSW Lutheran schools are travelling. Student num-
bers across the 4 schools are up 2% from last year with the 
four Riverina schools starting to work together on a more 
intentional basis including St Pauls Walla Walla, St Johns 
Jindera and St Pauls Henty sharing a business team. 

LCA NSW and ACT District Nominations  
Committee 

With the District Synod coming up in October this year, and 
the resignation of David Menzel from the Nominations com-
mittee (Thank you David for all your service), The DCC has 
appointed Tony von Brandenstein to be the convenor of the 
NSW and ACT District Nominations committee.  If you have 
thoughts on people who would be an asset to one of the 
many NSW and ACT boards, Tony would love to hear from 
you. 

Russell Veerhuis for DCC 
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Continued from previous page 

  How I got through the COVID Pandemic  

 

Back in September 2021 in the Con-
tact magazine our Bishop Robert 
shared his reflections on lock down in 
Sydney during last winter’s lockdown. 
When I read it I began to think about 
how these past couple of years had 
been for me. A number of things imme-
diately came to mind, most of which 
were nowhere near as profound as 
those of our esteemed Bishop. Where-
as his reflection covered May to Sep-
tember 2021, mine covers the whole 
period since the pandemic began. 

Crucially, it was a regular delight that Sean the Sheep was 
on Channel 23 four times each week. I needed laughter. 
Sadly, we didn’t get to go on a long-planned Canada – Alas-
ka trip. Unfortunately, family and friends couldn’t be around 
to celebrate my three-score and ten. On the other hand, 
most days Rose and I were free to have coffee at the 
beach, and were free to cycle and swim in our Wollongong 
LGA. Almost every day we listened to the ‘Glad-wrap’ at 
11.00am on ABC radio. Quite often I visited Bunnings, 
sometimes for no particular reason apart from being happy 
to be among other people. (Yes, I know. I shouldn’t have.) 

Book-writing 

To my own amazement, I wrote two books! One has been 
already been published here in Australia, and also in  
Vietnam and Mongolia. The other is currently being translat-

ed in Vietnam and will be published 
both here and there later this year. 
I didn’t enter 2020 thinking I would 
write these books. I had planned to 
use 2020 to put together a fun fol-
low-up book to “’It’ Happens, Grace 
Surprises.” So what did I write 
about? 

The first book, written during 2020, 
is called, ‘We Have Seen His Glo-
ry – Revelling in the Mystery and 
Majesty of the Gospel of John.’ 
My particular interest in the Gospel 
of John was triggered by some-
thing Pastor Harry Wendt said al-

most 50 years ago. Ever since then I had kept dozens of 
notes on his theme. Putting that stuff together was difficult 
because I’ve never been an organised thinker. 

What was Pastor Harry’s insight that inspired my half-
century of searching? The Lord’s relationship with Israel 
was based on the covenants he made with Abraham, David, 
and especially Israel. The Jews formally celebrated the his-
tory and the hopes of that relationship every year through 
the yearly week-long Festivals. In the coming of Jesus 
Christ the promises of the Abraham and David covenants 
are fulfilled and the Sinai Covenant is at an end. It has 
served its purpose. The old has gone. The Lord has done a 
new thing, full of grace and truth. 

The Cross of the Messiah marks the commencement of the 
New Covenant which also includes Jesus’ own new com-
mandments. John’s Gospel declares about the Sinai cove-
nant, ‘That was then.’ And it declares about Jesus the 
Christ, ‘This is now’. To use the language of the book of 
Hebrews, the Sinai covenant is now obsolete. It was but a 

shadow compared to the reality of what is revealed in 
Christ. 

Why am I so passionate about this? Simple! Through all my 
years of being a Pastor I have never ceased to be sad-
dened – and astonished - by the number of Christians, very 
often Pastors, who constantly refer back to the Sinai Cove-
nant and its commands as though it still applies to us. Kyrie 
Eleison.  

The second book was mostly written during 2021. It was 
inspired by the realisation that every time I opened the 
scripture for study, wearing my New Covenant lenses, it 
was like finding more and more jewels and gems in an ap-
parently bottomless treasure chest. Since I was involved in 
teaching classes of pastors on behalf of Asia Focus in the 
Lutheran Church in Vietnam I wanted to share with them 
how I go about it.  

This second book is simply called, ‘Mining for the Father’s 
Treasure.’ I did not set out to explain every insight I have 
ever received from scripture, although I have shared many. 
What I have set myself to do is to teach the Vietnamese 
pastors - and our own people if they are interested - how to 
read the Bible with lenses which have been specially coated 
with the grace and truth of Jesus Christ. It makes such a 
difference. Clear understanding is the absolute key to both 
the freedom and the power to live out of the treasure that is 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Zooming into 2022! 

Writing is a great way to sort out your thinking. Having al-
most finished the second book, we were contacted by the 
church leaders in Vietnam about the possibility of teaching 
their pastors using Zoom. The thought hadn’t occurred to 
me or any of my fellow teachers back here in Australia. We 
said, ‘Yes.’ I was able to say, ‘Yes, we’ll give it a go,’ be-
cause the teaching subjects I needed were already pre-
pared.  

I wonder how you respond to the fact that in the Zoom semi-
nars in January and February there were 162 pastors, pas-
toral students and other leaders participating? They were 
mostly from the central highlands and southern Vietnam 
with some from Hanoi joining in as well. In remote places 
some gathered around the only mobile phone! We were, 
and still are, amazed. For the following March and April 
seminars there were almost 200 participating each day. 

Pastor Fred  
Veerhuis 

Some of the pastors from the highlands of Vietnam who 
joined in Bible seminars taught by Australian Lutheran  

pastors on Zoom, with translator Esther, front left. 

Continued next page 
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    District Administrator 
Financial update 

2022 looks like it will be the year of learning to live with 
Covid.  After 18 months or various forms of restrictions, we 
now have the new normal where as church we need to fig-
ure out what it means to “Love one another” in this new en-
vironment. How do we help keep people safe, whilst loving 
and caring and engaging with them? This is the challenge 
before all of us. 
 
The majority of our congregations received their last form of 
Government financial Covid Support in November last year, 
and now we are all working to understand what is the new 
normal financially.  
 
The Finance Advisory Committee in implementing the Dis-

tricts Investment Strategy has not made any further chang-

es to the District’s investment mix.  We do need to 

acknowledge that the Value growth and Dividend yields re-

ceived in 2021 whilst wonderful to receive were the excep-

tion not the rule. During 2022 and given the current interna-

tional market and local inflationary pressures the FAC ex-

pects the total value of our investments to fall as part of nor-

mal market responses, with the potential for smaller divi-

dend yields.  

The current value of these investments as at 31 March 2022 

was $13,162,507 broken down as follows: 

Australian Ethical Investments Australian Shares Index 

Fund $4,466,729 

Vanguard Australian Shares Index Fund $4,080,341.  

Vanguard Global Value Equity fund $2042,749 

Vanguard International Shares Select Exclusions Index 

Fund $2,572,687. 

 
The NSW and ACT District Finances are currently running 
with an asset base as at 31 March 2022 $28,482,216 and 
liabilities of $122,984. A summary of the 2022 budget and 
first quarter income and expenditure is provided.  
 

Russell Veerhuis, District Administrator 
 

Notes for the first quarter summary: 
 Interest from investments has not been received as the 

LLL bank interest is only credited to accounts in May of 
each year.  

 Office Expenses include strata levy’s for the District Of-
fice. 

 Grants of $124,682 have been provided to NSW and 
ACT District congregations to support ministry in the 
first quarter of this year. Some of these are grants for 
the whole year. 

 Employee benefits expense includes Workcover for the 
district of $26,285 paid in advance 

2022 NSW District Budget  

 
2022  

Budget 
2022  

Jan - Mar 

Income   

Congregations Contributions $160,100 $17,000 

Mission and Ministry income $90,500 $2,543 

TPM Camp income $118,750 $2,739 

Investment income $460,223 $165,444 

Other District Income $33,700 $501 

Total Income $863,273 $188,227 

   

Expenses   

LCA Budget $214,355 $0 

Employee benefits expense $393,957 $118,169 

TPM Camp expenses $116,900 $13,458 

Depreciation Expense $178,950 $44,738 

Office Expenses $101,100 $13,004 

Mission and Ministry $754,188 $124,682 

Other expenses $13,200 $125 

Total Expenses $1,772,650 $314,175 

   

Net Profit/Loss -$909,377 -$125,948 

   

Other Income    

Share investment growth 0 -$482,212 

Total Net Profit/Loss  -$909,377 -$608,160 

The teaching is shared around. While Pastor David Chris-
tian and I taught in March and April, Pastor Peter Steicke 
will do the bulk of the teaching in May. Pastor Chris Rear-
don from Cairns will teach in early July. We will have to add 
other Australian teachers. All of us, with Pastor August 
Fricke, agree that the Spirit-driven hunger of our Vietnam-
ese brothers and sisters to know the truth and freedom of 
Jesus Christ is a source of enormous joy and encourage-
ment. Feeding those hungry people is not only our privilege, 
but also our absolute priority. 

I want to request your support for this work. It costs around 
$2700 a month to run each seminar, which includes food 
and accommodation, translation, travel and administration. 
The NSW District is not directing resources to this project, 

so we depend on private donors. If you are moved to help 
us, the details are below. If you would like more information, 
please email me at fred@veerhuis.com.au or call 0402 066 
586. 

We bless you for all your encouragement, prayers and other 
support. 

Pastor Fred Veerhuis  
On behalf of Asia Focus and the teaching team 

 

Bank details to financially support this work in Vietnam:  
LLL A/C Name: F Veerhuis Vietnam 
BSB: 704-942 
A/C NO: 100 296 610  

 

Continued from previous page 

mailto:fred@veerhuis.com.au
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Stamps and missions have a lot in common. While one per-
son or one activity may not be able to make much of a dif-
ference on their own, so it is with stamps. One stamp and 
one person may not be significant but many people collect-
ing many stamps can make a great difference, in the sup-
port of mission activities. 

Many people are involved in Stamps for Mission. The hours 
that individuals commit to this project are immeasurable: 
from an hour or so per week or month, to those who may 
spend a number of hours almost daily dealing with postage 
stamps. I know several people who spend 15-plus hours 
each week on this project. 

As the song says, ‘from little things, big things grow’. That is 
certainly the case with postage stamps as they help spread 
the gospel. Every year, for more than 80 years, Stamps for 
Mission has supported mission projects. For the past 20 
years, some $13,000 to $15,000 has been raised annually. 
By the end of 2022 it is anticipated that this program will 
have grossed more than a half a million dollars in fundrais-
ing. 

Programs and Projects supported in 2022: 

 Pastor Murray and Tracy Smith, Papua New Guinea 
Students are trained mainly to return to their villages as 
servants of Christ. Your support will provide Bibles and 
other vital book resources.  

 Lutheran Study Centre, Malaysia Support will fund 
theological research, develop suitable resources and 
publications to enhance Lutheran confessional identity, 
and facilitate networks with other regional and interna-
tional Lutheran study centres. 

 
Continued on page 15 
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In the March issue of Contact, you will have noticed the 

poster identifying the LCA Child Safety Standards for Con-

gregations. There are 10 of these that are being implement-

ed across all congregations of the LCA in 2022. These 

standards emanate from the 10 National Principles, adopted 

by all State and Territory governments, following Royal 

Commission recommendations. As such, this brings an ele-

ment of regulation to Churches that has not previously been 

in place. 

They bring an opportunity for congregations to take a closer 

look at how it is that our duty of care is being managed. 

When congregations are recognising and encouraging chil-

dren and young people, those young people know that they 

are important, and it is an encouragement for them and their 

families to continue to be part of that community. 

Some of you will have taken the opportunity to ‘attend’ the 

webinar that was held in late March, which introduced the 

Child Safety Standards. Unfortunately, for some of you, 

there were technical difficulties. There have been moves 

made to deliver the next 2 sessions in a different manner. 

The next sessions will explain the process of the Self-

Assessment and Child Safety Plans that congregations will 

need to undertake. 

The recording of the March webinar and all resources for 

the implementation of the Child Safety Standards can be 

found on the LCANZ webpage,  www.lca.org.au/css 

I would encourage congregational leadership to look at the 

page and familiarise themselves with the material. You will 

also see there a timeline chart for when different segments 

are required to be completed. 

The self-assessment is a way of gathering information, of 

doing a child safety ‘health check’, of gauging where you 

are at with child safety in your congregation. Importantly, 

self-assessment is not a test, not an audit, not an inspec-

tion, there are no right or wrong answers. It is an opportuni-

ty to educate and inform, gather information, to help form a 

view about your congregations’ child safety status, identify 

progress and identify ‘where to from here’. 

There is a current focus on the Child Safety Standards, 

however, I urge you not to overlook the importance of keep-

ing up to date with your congregation’s risk management 

assessments for other programs and ministry activities, they 

too are key for providing safe environments for all members 

of the congregation. 

Thank you to all of you who are undertaking the various 

tasks in your congregations. It is often a diminishing group 

of volunteers, and it shows your wonderful commitment. 

May God’s continued blessings be with your congregation’s 

ministry and leadership. 

Carolyn Kiss 

LCANZ Professional Standards Officer|NSW-ACT 

carolyn.kiss@lca.org.au 

Ph: 0457 770 100 

   Professional Standards 

http://www.lca.org.au/css
mailto:carolyn.kiss@lca.org.au


June 2022  |  13  

 



14  |  NSW & ACT Contact 

 



June 2022  |  15  

 

 

 
Location Pastors and Church Workers 

(and family) 
Congregations 

  J
u

n
e
   

5 
Port  
Macquarie 

Pr Mark Worthing (Kathy) 
St Peters  
Port Macquarie 

12 Springwood 

Pr Peter Ravikumar (awaiting 
visa) 
Pr Robert Hamann locum (Marie) 
Pr Rex Mickan locum (Robyn) 

Our Saviour  
Springwood 

19 St Marys 
Pr Peter Ravikumar (awaiting 
visa) 

St Paul’s St Marys 

26 Sutherland 
Pr Mat Eckermann (Elizabeth, 
Ewan, Braden) 

Good Shepherd  
Sutherland    J

u
ly

       
3 

Sydney 
Narraweena 

Pr Richard Schwedes (Veronica, 
Mercedes, Zackary, Brooke) 

St Paul’s Sydney 
Redeemer Narraweena 

10 Indonesian 
Pr Sahat Simanullang  
(Nuritalia, Paskalis, Givendiau) 

GKIA Yagoona 

17 Belconnen 
Pr Ian Rentsch (Suzanne) 
Pr Darren Jaensch (from 2023) 

Holy Cross Belconnen 

24 
Canberra/
Queanbeyan 

Pr Gabor Szabo (Annamaria,  
Domonkos) 

St Peter’s Canberra 
St John the Baptist  
Queanbeyan 

31 Cooma Pr Melvin Salzke (Ruth) Trinity Cooma 

7 
Canberra 
Finnish 

Pr Janne Pekkarinen (Helena, 
Simeon, Hildamari, Liinakaisa) 

Trinity Finnish Canberra 

   A
u

g
u

s
t  

14 Tuggeranong Pr Paul Hannola (Karen) 
Good Shepherd  
Tuggeranong 

21 
Woden  
Valley 

Pr Tim Muller (Mary) 
Jacob Traeger, Mission Facilita-
tor and Church Planting Leader 
(Kate) 

Immanuel  
Woden Valley 

28 Warrambui  
Dean Salzke Centre Director 
(Anna, Noah, Joshua) 

  

  S
e

p
te

m
b

e
r   

4 Albury Malcolm Hall St Luke’s Albury 

11 
Albury Aged 
Care 

David Jarman (Nicole)   

18 
Burrum-
buttock 

Pr Christian Fandrich 
(Sarah Joy, Enoch, Abigail,  
Andreas, Thomas, Sophia, Noah, 
Bethany) 
 

Malcolm Hall 

Trinity Bethel 
Holy Cross  
Burrumbuttock 
St Peter’s Gerogery 
Jindera - Bethlehem 
             - St John’s Chapel 

25 Henty 
vacant 
Pr Will Frost (interim) 

St Stephen’s Culcairn 
St Paul’s Henty 
St John’s Pleasant Hills 

I urge, then, first of all,  
that requests,  

prayers,  

intercession  
and thanksgiving  

be made for everyone —  
for kings  

and all those in authority,  
that we may live  

peaceful  
and quiet lives  

in all godliness  

and holiness.  
This is good and  
pleases God  

our Saviour,  
who wants all people  

to be saved  
and to come to  

knowledge of the truth.  
For there is  
one God  

and one mediator  
between God and people,  

the man  
Christ Jesus,  
who gave himself  

as a ransom for all  
- the testimony given  

in its proper time.     
 

1 Timothy 2:1-6 

 

 International Lutheran Seafarers’ 
Mission, Singapore  aims to extend 
Christian love by ministering to the spir-
itual and practical needs of seafarers 
from around the world who enter the 
ports of Singapore  

 Ogelbeng seminary in Papua New 
Guinea trains local pastors and their 
wives in the gospel, to serve their com-
munities. Your support allows for lec-
tures to be provided in Pidgin English 
(the heart language of the students), as 
well as providing daily provisions for the 
students and their families.  

 Saturday Clubs, Thailand are safe 
places for children to learn new skills 

and to meet people who care for them. 
It also gives the church an opportunity 
to reach out to people in their villages 
and with the ‘Strong and Safe Fami-
lies’ project, work to strengthen family 
life.  

 Chak Mun, Cambodia Chak is a Sin-
gaporean who has been serving with 
the Lutheran Church in Cambodia 
(LCC) for six years. His role is mainly to 
provide youth training in the four LCC 
congregations and teaching on the ten 
commandments. He also facilitates 
small group leader training for selected 
youth leaders.  

Peter Nitschke, Stamps for Missions 

LCA International Mission 

 To support mission projects,  
send used stamps to: 

 Marie Bahr  
 Unit 1, 452 Kemp St 
 Lavington NSW 2641 

 Ruth MacConachie 
 16 Village Bay Cl 
 Marks Point NSW 2280 

 Arthur Schuster 
 A310 Greenway Views 
 260 Soward Way 
 Greenway ACT 2900 

 Marie Hamann 
 39 Raymond Rd 
 Springwood NSW 2777 

Continued from page 11 
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Contact Newsletter 

Published 4 times each year  
by the NSW District of the  
Lutheran Church of Australia 
 
LCA  NSW & ACT District Office 

215/20B Lexington Dr 

Bella Vista NSW 2153 

 

Phone (02) 8660 1200   

Email: 
kaye.simpfendorfer@lca.org.au 
 
 

www.lcansw.org.au 

 

LCA IT Online Shop 
 

LCA agencies and congregations can now 
order computers and other IT equipment 
via the LCA IT Online Shop.  
The products in the online shop have been 
sourced from reputable suppliers and are 
recommended by our IT team. 
Go to http://itshop.lca.org.au to see the 
range and place your order. 
All prices are ex GST. Please allow for 
delivery costs. 

Hardware ∙ Software ∙ Hosting Services 

 
http://itshop.lca.org.au  

LCA COMPLAINTS 

Many complaints can be resolved before 

lasting hurt is caused, by addressing 

them quickly in a non-threatening  

manner and by raising the issue directly 

with the relevant person or organization 

in a thoughtful and courteous manner.  

If this is not applicable or possible in your 

situation, you may lodge a complaint with 

the Professional Standards Department 

in any of the following ways: 

Phone the freecall number 1800 644 628 

Email complaints@lca.org.au  

or write to  

Confidential, PO Box 519,  

Marden SA 5070 

Assisting regional people 

coming to Sydney  

If you are coming to Sydney for 

hospitalization and require  

pastoral care, or if you know some-

one moving to Sydney for work or 

study, please let your pastor know.  

You can also contact District Office 

and we will endeavor to put you  

In touch with a pastor who  

may be able to visit.  

District Office 02 8660 1200 

 
 

Bible Study with the Bishop 

Jonah the prodigal missionary  

Jonah 1  
 

Join with members of the LCA NSW 

and ACT District in an online  

Bible study led by Bishop  

Robert Bartholomaeus 
 

Wednesday 15 June 

7.30pm on Zoom 

 

To register, please email  

office.nsw@lca.org.au  


