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Liturgy and Prayers in Response to Bushfires

Lutheran Church of Australia, Commission on Worship

January 1st, 2020.
Short Prayer

All things look to you, O Lord,

to give them their food in due season:

look in mercy on your people,

and hear our prayer for those whose lives and possessions are threatened by fire.

Give protection and wisdom to fire fighters and other emergency service personnel.

Encourage our generosity to those who suffer loss.

In your mercy restore your creation and heal our land.

So guide and bless your people,

that we may enjoy the fruits of the earth

and give you thanks with grateful hearts,

through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Longer Prayer
God of life and death,
our prayers today are where our hearts and minds
have been during these last days
and where they have been drawn so early in this season;
with those communities and individuals
whose lives have been damaged
in differing ways by the bushfires.

We pray for all those who have been affected;
for the families and friends of those who have been killed.


We pray for those who are missing,
for their safety, for the fears of those who love them;
bring each one safely home, we pray.  

We pray for those who have been injured and survived:
for physical and emotional trauma;
for the fear and helplessness experienced;
for the anger and frustration at the injustice
of unavoidable disaster.

We pray for those who have lost their home and property
or are facing such loss:
for those who have been forced to leave
their memories and belongings;
for the fear & disorientation of all involved;
Heal them from their nightmare memories.

We are aware of those who have lost stock,
or are watching their stock suffer
sometimes with inevitable consequences;
we are conscious of those
who are struggling to find feed and water
for the stock under their care.

We are aware of the damage done to native flora and fauna.

We pray for those involved with animal rescue and care.

We pray for all involved in fighting the fires across our country:
for our Urban and Country Fire Services and their leadership
and all those we know and those we do not know;
we pray for courage in a place of fear;
for new strength in the face of exhaustion;
for people who have travelled distances
in order to resource those who experience fatigue.

We pray for all who offer support and care at this time:
for the various agencies, churches and community groups;
for disaster response chaplains;
for government services as they are activated;
for friends and neighbours, known and unknown;
for providing a shoulder upon which to lean, or weep;
we give thanks, too,
for the generosity of many, in small and large ways,
towards those who are struggling.

We are mindful of the days, weeks and months ahead,
for many dangerous days yet to come,
for seasons of recovery and rebuilding,
of homes, farms, lives and communities;
we pray for strength, courage, patience and hope
as grieving continues,
as frustrations rise
and inevitable changes occur.

Lord of all creation, help us to care for your creation,
to be worthy stewards and advocates
of all which you have made.

Keep us faithful and alert
in our praying and our action;
in the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen.

Adapted from prayers published on the Uniting Church in Australia website 

authored by The Moderator, Rev. Simon Hansford
Responsive Psalm  Psalm 34 
L:
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord. 

All: 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord. 

L:
I will bless the Lord at all times, 

With praise ever in my mouth. 

Let my soul glory in the Lord, 

Who will hear the cry of the poor.

 All: 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord. 

L:
Let the lowly hear and be glad. 

The Lord listens to their pleas; 

And to hearts broken, 

God is near, 

Who will hear the cry of the poor.

All: 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord. 

L:
Every spirit crushed God will save; 

Will be ransom for their lives; 

Will be safe shelter for their fears, 

And will hear the cry of the poor. 

All: 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord. 

L:
We proclaim your greatness, O God. 

Your praise ever in our mouth; 
Every face brightened in your light,

For you hear the cry of the poor. 

All: 
The Lord hears the cry of the poor, blessed be the Lord.

Prayerful Action

OPTION 1: (Small votive candles and sand box in sanctuary)

As a remembrance of those who have died, been burned, or have lost their homes, property and animals, you are invited to come forward to light a taper from the Christ Candle and place it in the bowl of sand … we will add our prayer to yours. 

OPTION 2: (Rose petals and large bowl of water in sanctuary)

As a remembrance of those who have died, been burned, or have lost their homes, property and animals, you are invited to come forward to place some flower petals into the bowl of water… we will add our prayer to yours. 

OPTION 3: (flower or paper heart (previously prepared), pens) 

As a remembrance of those who have died, been burned, or have lost their homes, property and animals, you are invited to come forward to place a flower (or paper heart with family name) at the foot of the cross … we will add our prayer to yours.

As people come forward some Taizé music could be played during the ritual action: 
Bless the Lord My Soul 
O Lord Hear My Prayer 
Jesus Remember Me

Blessing of scorched earth
Introduction
L:
Blessed are you, O God, king of the universe. 
You made the whole earth for your glory and nurture it with sun and rain and the passing seasons. We lift our voices in praise and sing with all creation to give you glory. 
Blessing of scorched earth
L:
Bless + now our scorched earth. 
Open your heavens wide and send the rains that nurture the earth, the fields and their crops, your people and all your creatures. 
Extinguish the fires and make the earth to break forth in abundance, so that the plants and animals may survive and flourish.
Let the fruits of your creation from your hand may enrich our lives, and all people see your greatness in your creation. 
Bless also those who are in any danger or distress in this time of bush fires: the elderly, the poor, the homeless, the industries and people who depend upon the land, the emergency services, medical services and many who have fought fires, lost possessions, lost a loved one and who are now facing rebuilding their lives.  
Save us all by your gracious hand. 
Heal us and bind us up in faith. 
To you be honour and glory and praise, with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and in all ages to come.
 C: 
Amen.
Blessing of people
L:
Be steadfast in faith. Trust in the Lord. God’s love will sustain you through this season and always. 
And may almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever. 
C: 
Amen 
L:
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: 
Thanks be to God.
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