Service of Word and Prayer for the Commemoration of the Reformation
(suitable for lay reading)
WE COME TO GOD IN PRAYER

Christ is the head of the church, his body.

Come, let us worship him.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen.
A HYMN/SONG may be sung

WE PRAY PSALM 46

God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
    though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
    the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
    God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
    he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come, behold the works of the Lord;
    see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
    he burns the shields with fire.
‘Be still, and know that I am God!
    I am exalted among the nations,
    I am exalted in the earth.’

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.
WE CONFESS: GOD FORGIVES

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other. 

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins. 

Amen. 

Restore us again, O God our Saviour. 

Do not be angry with us any longer. 

GOD SPEAKS TO US (see seasonal Bible reading guide, or other Bible reading)

Lord, plant your word in us,

that we bear much fruit to your glory.

Jeremiah 31:31-34 The Lord will write his law on our hearts
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Romans 3:19-28 Justification by faith
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

John 8:31-36 “In my word, you will know the truth”

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

A HYMN/SONG may be sung

WE LISTEN TO THE SERMON

WE CONFESS OUR FAITH (Luther’s explanation of the second article of the Apostles’ Creed)

I believe that Jesus Christ - 

true God, Son of the Father from eternity,

and also true human being, 

born of the virgin Mary - is my Lord.  

At great cost, he has saved and redeemed me, 

a lost and condemned person.  

He has freed me from sin, death, 

and the power of the devil, 

not with silver or gold, 

but with his holy and precious blood 

and his innocent suffering and death.  

All this he has done that I may be his own, 

live under him in his kingdom, 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, 

just as he is risen from the dead 

and lives and rules eternally.  

This is most certainly true.

A HYMN/SONG is sung and our offering is received
WE PRAY AN OFFERING PRAYER
Heavenly Father, 
there is nothing that we could offer to you 
as a sacrifice for our sin. 
Yet in your great love, 
you have offered up your own Son, 
so that through him we may be put right with you.
Accept the gifts we offer here today, 
as mere tokens of our gratitude 
for the great gift of salvation 
which you have given to us.

Amen.
WE PRAY FOR OURSELVES AND THE WORLD
Let us pray for the church in the world. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for gathering your people into one holy church;
for Martin Luther and all those who have made a clear confession of faith in you as Saviour of the world;  
for ongoing dialogue with other Christian churches and all those who bear your name in our world;
for the freedom we have to proclaim the gospel in Australia and New Zealand.

Lord of the church, hear our prayer.

By your building of the church on the rock;

by your promise that the gates of hell will not prevail against it;

by the purchase of the church with your precious blood;

by your gift of the Holy Spirit and the keys of the kingdom:

Lord of the church, hear our prayer.

Make your church truly holy and unified.

Keep it faithful in proclaiming the gospel and administering the sacraments.

Purge it from all wrongdoing, unbelief, and coldness.

Protect it from sin, scandal, and shame.

Strengthen it against fearfulness and compromise with evil.

Make it shine as a light in the world.

Lord of the church, hear our prayer.

(Other prayers may follow)
Guide and rule your church forever, Lord Jesus, so that it walks warily in times of quiet and boldly in times of trouble; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WE PRAY THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

GOD BLESSES US

Jesus said: 'If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.'
(John 8:31,32)

May we know the hope to which God has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his people.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

A HYMN/SONG is sung

