Notes on the Readings, The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 11)
Jeremiah 23:1-6: The term ‘shepherds’ here refers to the kings of Israel and the rulers. There had been a record of unbelieving and unrighteous leadership which had resulted in the people being ‘scattered’, ‘driven away’, ‘not being attended to’. There could also be a reference here to a particular weak king, Zedekiah, whose name means ‘The Lord is my righteousness’. Jeremiah prophesies that the Messiah whom God would one day send to restore and regather his people will be called ‘the Lord is our righteousness’. Jesus Christ in his priestly and kingly roles has established his kingdom in which his own righteousness becomes ours through the shedding of his blood to cleanse from sin.

Ephesians 2:11-22: St Paul is writing to non-Jewish Christians who had become converts from paganism. There were some Jewish people, however, within the community of faith, which made for dissension because of cultural barriers. Paul here shows that in Christ there is only unity – not division. Jewish people had previously been kept from peace with God through their inability to keep their own Mosaic law. The previously Gentile members had been kept out through not having the covenant blessings given to the nation or Israel. Christ brought both groups into peace and unity with God through his reconciling and substitutionary death on the cross. Previous strangers and foreigners are now part of the spiritual building together with the former people of God. There is no separation between Christians, only unity in Christ – one holy and growing temple or house for God’s dwelling.

Mark 6:30-34,53-56: While Jesus and the disciples were in genuine need of seclusion both for respite and for personal training, yet the invasive needs of the crowds evoked a response of compassion to answer those needs. The miracles of Jesus are treated by the gospel accounts as an attestation to the genuineness of his Messiahship. St Mark shows here, however, that Jesus saw the most important need as teaching. We need to recognise that his compassion today can never be divorced from the teaching which his church carries out in his name.
