NOTES ON THE READINGS

HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4 : How could it possible be?! The law of God had been restored by King Josiah but so soon the public morality flouted it, thus rendering it 'slack'. This kind of anarchy bred uncontrolled violence, the wicked getting the better of the righteous. The prophet himself felt that it was as if he were the one looking for trouble, at the behest of God. Habakkuk thus made complaint, but indicated that he would await the Lord's answer (2:1). The Lord's answer came to him as an injunction to record the answer with utmost care and precision and then to broadcast it (2:2). The vision which was given to the prophet would most surely come about, but at God's appointed time. Therefore wait! However, in the meantime the wicked will remain lost in their proud spirit, but the righteous will be preserved and prosper by their faith.

ISAIAH 1:10-18: The countryside of Judah lay devastated by the Assyrian army, yet the nation seemed to be asking for more retribution from the hand of God. The reference to Sodom and Gomorrah reduces Jerusalem and Judah to a level of moral revulsion. While it was obvious from the detailed list of rituals that people were in fact involved in the temple worship, yet Isaiah proclaims that both offerings and the offerers were rejected. The Lord found them an abomination because of their immoral behaviour and the absence of true social concern for the poor and helpless. In that light, Isaiah's appeal to the nation to return to the Lord in true repentance is most moving. If scarlet sin can be made as white as snow, then there is certain assurance of forgiveness. However, repentant obedience receives grace, while rebellion invites the further retribution of God.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-4,11,12: Twice Paul uses the titles 'God our Father' and 'Our Lord Jesus Christ' in the sense of their being equal when he greets the Thessalonians (vv 1,2). His enthusiastic expression of thanksgiving recognises that God has worked a significant growth of faith and love among them. Because of this, Paul can boast of their strength in the face of persecution. He continually seeks in prayer that the work of God would cause their day-by-day works of faith to flourish. In this way the glory of the Lord Jesus will show in them at his coming.

LUKE 19:1-10: You can just imagine this rich little executive-type person, dressed in business attire, hurrying down the street and then climbing a tree to see who this Jesus was! Being hated already because of his dubious position and morality as a tax collector, his eccentricity would hardly earn him any more disrespect than he experienced already. Yet Jesus stopped to address him and thence to solicit an invitation to his home. Zacchaeus was overjoyed, but many in the crowd were indignant. How could Jesus give credence and recognition to a sinner such as this? The Lord's purposes are ever merciful. He knows when a heart is ready for repentance. Zacchaeus became a changed man. With the joyful assurance that he was accepted by God in forgiveness, he was ready to put the right emphasis on his earthly wealth. Those who know they are lost can be found by Christ.

