Sunday Word & Prayer – 
Last Sunday of the Church Year

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,

and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  (Jer 23:5  NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 422 Great shepherd of Thy people, hear OR Crown Him with Many Crowns (The Village Chapel Worship Team)
We pray Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,

    an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam

    and the mountains quake with their surging.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

    the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God is within her, she will not fall;

    God will help her at break of day.

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;

    he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD Almighty is with us;

    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
Come and see what the LORD has done,

    the desolations he has brought on the earth.

He makes wars cease

    to the ends of the earth.

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;

    he burns the shields with fire.

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;

    I will be exalted among the nations,

    I will be exalted in the earth.”

The LORD Almighty is with us;

    the God of Jacob is our fortress.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray for confidence in the Day of Judgment. [silence]
Merciful Saviour,

you have taught us that those who believe in you

will not be condemned,

but have already passed from death to life.

Give us faith in your forgiveness,

so that we fearlessly wait for the time

when you set us completely free.

For you live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Jeremiah 23:1-6.

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Colossians 1:11-20.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 23:33-43.
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          Praise be to you, O Christ 
Thank you, Lord Jesus,

for showing yourself as our King on the cross.

Rule over us forever.

Amen.
We sing LHS 454 Ye servants of God your master proclaim OR What a beautiful name (Hillsong)
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 169 The head that once was crowned with thorns OR I Will Sing The Wondrous Story (Emu Music) as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Our heavenly Father,

help us always to acknowledge

that Jesus is our Lord,

who will finally come in power to save us.

Teach us to dedicate our lives to him,

and to serve you through what we do

and what we have.

Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Our Lord promised his disciples that he would come again in glory.  So let us pray for the church and the world as we wait for him to come.

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for calling us into your kingdom by baptism, and for entrusting us with your saving gifts.  We are sorry for taking them for granted.  Please forgive us, and make us good and faithful servants who use your property well.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Thank you for continuing to deliver salvation by your word and sacraments in the church.  Give the church pastors and leaders to shepherd your flock in truth and purity.  Guide all congregations in the call process and bless the service of all who volunteer their time on various committees of the church.  Make us good and faithful servants who serve you boldly and with joy.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Have mercy on those who neglect or reject your saving gifts.  Send out your word so that all people come to repentance and faith before facing you as their eternal judge.  Make us good and faithful servants who speak the truth in love and who pray for those we know.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Suppress all tyranny, and raise up shepherds to govern their people wisely and well.  Protect the earth from all natural disasters and human terror.  Give us rain and sunshine in good measure, and give success to all proper work.  Make us good and faithful servants who are signs of your goodness in the world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Protect young people celebrating graduation from school, and guide them in their future directions.  Give Christian young people the strength to live in your light instead of in the darkness of sin and death.  Make us good and faithful servants who nurture those who are young.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Have mercy, Lord, on the sick and suffering.  Give healing and relief so that you may be praised.  And provide for those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence).

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Coming One in whom we place all our hope. As you sit enthroned at the right hand of God the Father almighty, receive our prayers and present them to your Father on behalf of the whole world; for with him and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, and be strong with the power of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.  
We sing LHS 68 There is a fountain filled with blood (Tune: St Hugh) OR How great is our God (Tomlin)
