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Coming events 

 
Monday 14 October at 7.30pm   *** FoLA AGM 6.45pm *** 
By bike around Kavel’s heartland 
Speaker: Janis Haynes 
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide 
Gold coin donation 
 
Sunday 3 November at 2pm 
Payneham Cemetery Tour 
Conducted by: Lyall Kupke 
56 Marian Rd, Payneham SA 5070  
 

Sunday 24 November at 4.30pm  
FoLAV 2019 AGM 
Trinity German Lutheran Church  
22 Parliament Pl, East Melbourne VIC 3002  

  FoLA Inc Committee 

  Chairman Geoff Saegenschnitter 
  Secretary Chris Lockwood 
  Treasurer Shirley Golding 
  Please contact the above 
  c/- Lutheran Archives 
  27 Fourth St 
  BOWDEN  SA  5007 
  Phone/Fax (08) 8340 4009 
  Email  
  lutheran.archives@lca.org.au 

  —————————————- 

 FoLA—Queensland (FoLAQ) 

  Chairman Robin Kleinschmidt 
 1055 Rochedale Rd 
 ROCHEDALE Q  4123 

 Phone (07) 3341 6838 
 Email robnek1@bigpond.com 
 Secretary/Treasurer 
 Rev. Aubrey Podlich 
 2 Matthew St 
 BOONAH  Q  4310 
 Phone (07) 5463 1194 
 Email  
 aubrey.podlich@bigpond.com 

  —————————————– 

  FoLA—Victoria (FoLAV) 

   Chairman  Jenny Gellatly 
  189 Mont Albert Rd 
  CANTERBURY  V  3126  
  Email jengell1@bigpond.com 
  Secretary John Noack 
  P.O. Box 297 
  HEIDELBERG  V  3084 
  Email johnnoack@yahoo.com.au 
  Treasurer Robert Wuchatsch  
   —————————————- 

  FoLA NEWS 
  Issued four times a year. 

  Planning Lois Zweck 
  Editor John Temme 
  P.O. Box 57 

  MITCHAM  SA  5062 
  Phone (08) 8276 8934 

  Please email copy to 
  lutheran.archives@lca.org.au 
  and mark ‘For FoLA News’ 

  Closing date for next issue 
  Wed 6 November 2019 

—————————————— 

      FoLA NEWS by email 

To receive your copy by email, or 
change your email address, contact 
john.schulze@bigpond.com 

If you change your email address, 
unless you advise your new address, 
you will no longer receive FoLA 
News as it cannot be redirected 
automatically.  

Payments to FoLA 

1. by cheque/money order payable to Friends of Lutheran Archives 
     or 
2. by Electronic Funds Transfer / Direct Debit:  BSB 704 942,  
 Account 100200869 – and quote payment purpose  
 (membership /donation) or invoice number as reference 
     or 
3. by credit card:(Mastercard/Visa): navigate to donation.lca.org.au  and 
 follow the prompts to Departments > Lutheran Archives > 
 Friends of Lutheran Archives and select Donation or Membership 
 or Invoice (and insert invoice number in Comments field) 
 Credit card transactions incur a processing fee for FoLA. 

Payments to  Lutheran Archives 

1. by cheque/money order payable to Lutheran Archives 
     or 
2. by Electronic Funds Transfer / Direct Debit:  BSB 704 942,  
 Account 100846262 – and quote payment purpose, donation or 
 invoice number as reference 
     or 
3. by credit card:(Mastercard/Visa): navigate to donation.lca.org.au  and 
 follow the prompts to Departments > Lutheran Archives >  and 
 select Lutheran Archives Fund Donation or Payment of Invoice   

 Donations to Lutheran Archives are tax-deductible, but donations 
 to FoLA are not. 

Can you help? 

FoLA is calling for volunteers who would be willing to assist with the  

folding and enveloping of the FoLA newsletter ready for posting. This task 

would require a few hours of time four times a year. This could either be 

done at Lutheran Archives or at home (after picking the newsletters up 

from Lutheran Archives). If you would be happy to help with this, please 

contact Lutheran Archives on 8340 4009 or lutheran.archives@lca.org.au  

 

 1 FoLA News— September 2019 

FoLA  NEWS 
Newsletter of Friends of Lutheran Archives Inc  

Volume 29  Number 3                September 2019 

Journey to Horseshoe Bend Revisited 

Glen Auricht began his talk on 24 June 2019 by welcoming us in Arrarnta. Glen, or as he became known by the 

Arrarnta people, Kapurta Titika, meaning red head, arrived with his wife Guliana in Hermannsburg in February 

1973 as newly marrieds. A carpenter by trade, he worked as a builder at the settlement. He was told if he really 

wanted to relate to the Aboriginal men with whom he worked, he would need to learn their language. More than 

that, he would need to learn another way of thinking and a different way of understanding culture and family. Over 

the years, he undertook many camping trips with older men learning country, plants, animals and sacred sites. 

This made for an absorbing talk which he delivered entirely without notes, but illustrated with brilliant images of 

the rocky riverbeds, waterholes and the spectacular landscape of Central Australia. The original journey to 

Horseshoe Bend was undertaken by the critically ill Missionary Carl Strehlow, his wife Frieda and youngest son 

Theo, along with a number of Aboriginal stockmen. They set out in October 1922 in two horse-drawn wagons to 

seek medical help in the south.  

Ingkarta Strehlow was suffering with pulmonary oedema, with swollen legs and feet and lungs filling with fluid that 

made it difficult to breathe. This meant he could not lie down in the wagon, but had to sit up in a chair wired to the 

wagon floor. The wagon had iron rimmed wheels and no springs, and the jolting of the vehicle over rocks caused 

him excruciating pain. To make matters worse, summer had come early and temperatures were already hovering 

around 40°C. The stockmen went ahead of the wagons to clear the Ti Tree scrub and lever out bigger rocks to make 

a smoother path. 

They left Hermannsburg and travelled east to Ellery Creek, then headed down that watercourse to its junction with 

the Finke River, whose Arrarnta name is Larapinta, meaning salty waterholes. After several days of pulling the 

wagons through the sandy and rocky Finke riverbed, the horses were exhausted. At one of the stations along the 

way, they were changed for a large team of donkeys which were used to cross a series of steep sandhills. Their 

course followed the Finke River southwards, while Pastor J.J. Stolz made his way northwards from the railhead at 

Oodnadatta. They met at Horseshoe Bend, where Strehlow, worn out by the journey and his sickness, died. All that 

was left for Pastor Stolz was to conduct his funeral and to bury him, in a coffin made of old whisky cases, the only 

spare wood in that bleak, dusty place. 

Glen illustrated this whole journey with photos taken last year from his four wheel drive vehicle, and told us the 

Aboriginal stories of the various places along the way. The Finke River had been a walking path and trading route 

for Aboriginal people for thousands of years, and we were told the stories of the waterholes and landmarks that the 

Strehlow party passed on its fateful journey. Glen dedicated his presentation to the four old Aboriginal men who 

took him on this journey back in 1982, showing him the places, singing the songs and telling the story of Ingkarta 

Strehlow: Jack Coulthard, Elizer Yankee, Kandamara and Nugget Ngalken. 

You can read the full story in Ted Strehlow’s 50 year old classic, Journey to Horseshoe Bend, and Paul Albrecht’s 

Journey broken at Horseshoe Bend, a 2005 FoLA publication.   Trevor Schaefer 

Carl and Frieda 

Strehlow 

See story this page 

Carl Strehlow’s Grave 

Horseshoe Bend 

Camels crossing Finke 

River 
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In search of Anna 

Talk by Valerie Volk  

to Friends of Lutheran Archives, Adelaide, on 29 April 2019 

In her book Valerie Volk created a work of fiction with her great-grandmother Anna as the central character. For 
many years a miniature portrait of Anna hung in Valerie’s home, but apart from that, she had little actual 
information about her ancestor Anna Werner (her married name). In the portrait Anna has a child on her knee, but 
Valerie never knew for certain who the child was. Perhaps the child was Kurt, Anna’s much-loved son who left for 
Australia as a young man in 1887 and seemed to have disappeared. Starting with the question, What if? Valerie 
began by imagining what kind of life Anna might have had in Germany in the 1880s, what experiences she might 
have had on her journey to Australia and in particular what Melbourne, Albury and Jindera were like in the 1880s 
when Anna visited them.  

The Germany of the 1880s was a new creation, not a mere collection of states, as it was when the first Lutherans 
came to Australia, but under the leadership of Bismarck it had become a unified country. Steam trains were 
replacing other forms of transport, including the barges on the extensive network of rivers and canals. The first 
steam ships (still with masts and sails in case of breakdowns) could outstrip the clipper ships that had set records 
for speed in their time. Anna’s fictional husband works as a train driver, and her real son Kurt is depicted as 
working on the steam ship Hohenzollern, the official German mail ship, that takes him to Australia in 1887. The 
Elberfeld on which Anna came to Australia two years later, only took 14 weeks to make the journey, despite a delay 
of about a month because a broken propeller near Spain meant the ship had to go back to Cardiff for repairs, and 
more propeller trouble in the Red Sea slowed the speed of the ship for the rest of the voyage. (Both ships were real 
ships.) Industrialisation was being established at last at a great rate, and factories began to displace cottage 
industries (such as carved wooden spoons), a change not always welcomed by the workers. The weavers revolt in 
Silesia was one such protest that actually occurred, and is mentioned in the book. All these events are skillfully 
woven into Anna’s story. Valerie went to Germany herself, and visited the small town of Lewin in which the 
imagined Anna lives as a married woman. She also traced her route from there to Hamburg, where Anna embarked 
on the ship to Australia. 

At the same time, in Australia in the 1880s Melbourne was growing rapidly as a result of the gold rush, and became 
known as Marvellous Melbourne until the crash came in 1891. The government provided establishments to 
accommodate the large influx of immigrants while they looked for a more permanent place to live. One such was 
Richmond House, and the real Anna stayed nearby at a real address in Richmond, at 175 Swan Street, which is now 
a French restaurant. When Valerie went there, the restauranteur took her up the stairs that Anna had climbed every 
day to her rented room in the few weeks she lived there. There was a good number of Germans among the 
newcomers, seven different German clubs where they could enjoy social activities and a number of German 
bakeries offering cakes and pastries as well as traditional breads to cater for German tastes.  

Albury, being on the route from Melbourne to Sydney, became a thriving town, while Jindera was a rural village 
and home to many German settlers. Valerie’s grandparents on both sides of the family, maternal and paternal, lived 
there for most of their lives. Her grandfather Kurt, Anna’s son, became the local blacksmith.  

Wagner’s store is now the Jindera Pioneer Museum, and the shelves behind the counter are packed with tins, jars, 
bottles used for various household necessities and remedies in demand at many country general stores. It could be 
much like it was when Anna was there. Anna stayed in Jindera for a less than a decade, then returned to Germany 
by herself, and died there in 1899.  

The houses in Jindera resemble the traditional houses back in Silesia. Although Valerie’s parents moved to 
Melbourne soon after they married, they often brought their children back to visit both sets of grandparents who 
first lived in those traditional houses.  

Valerie’s brother helped her by searching old newspapers on Trove. He found an 
advertisement that Anna Werner had submitted under Missing Friends in The Albury-
Wodonga Banner of 1889 in an effort to trace her son Kurt, and a report of Anna’s death in 
Germany which appeared in The Wagga Wagga Express in 1899.  

Because Valerie had so little information about her great-grandmother, she has fictionalised 
Anna’s character and made her four years younger than she was; she has given her thoughts 
and feelings she may or may not have had, created several fictional men who either courted 
or married her, created fictional characters for company on the ship to Australia, and 
created a fictional farmer — recently widowed with six children and in need of a wife to 
care for them — who helped her locate her real son at Jindera. At the same time she gives 
us an accurate picture of what it was like to live in those times in Germany and Australia 
based on thoroughly researched facts. 

Valerie Volk is an accomplished writer with a number of books to her name. She is a poet 
as well as a novelist. 

In search of Anna by Valerie Volk is published by Wakefield Press, Mile End SA, and costs $29.95.  

Helen Schubert 
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March 2019 Wendish Country Tour to Mount Gambier  (continued from P5)  

Early German Pioneering Settlers, including their  lives and times in the Mount Gambier  Distr ict, were 

featured on a PowerPoint presentation. It revealed that Stephen Henty of Merino Downs visited this area in 1839 and 

pastured some cattle here. The first permanent settler may have been Johann F. Tollner in 1849. In 1852, Wendish 

families, such as the Albert, Burger, Deutscher, Hundrack, Petschel and Rentsch families passed through this area on 

their wagon-trek to Portland. Later in 1859, Johan and Joachim Ruwoldt trekked overland from Adelaide to settle in 

this area, along with dozens of others.  

In 1864, the settlers founded a German Club and in 1868, they formed a Liedertafel. In 1869, a jeweller named J.M. 

Wendt set up his business and later still in the 1880s, Johannes Matthies Jens set up his well-known hotel business. 

Our tour participants were able to enjoy the meals which were served to us there. 

The Engelbrecht Cave Tour enabled tour  par ticipants to inspect the Sink-hole and to descend below the busy 

streets of Mount Gambier after taking the required 164 steps down. It has obtained its name from Johann Carl 

Engelbrecht (1833-1914) who was born in Magdeburg, Germany and came to Australia in 1857. He settled in Mount 

Gambier in 1865 and he later established a ham and bacon factory and set up a distillery. 

As a dive site, this cave attracts certified cave divers from around the world. However, we were informed that during 

the latter half of the 1800s, this cave was used as a local rubbish dump by both its owner and by fee-paying town-

residents until this was prevented in 1903. The local Lion’s Club in 1979 began a project to remove most of this 

dumped rubbish at a cost of over $10,000 and in 1995 the Engelbrecht Cave was added to the South Australian 

Heritage Register. 

Friendly farewells here brought an end to a busy but most informative tour of Mount Gambier and district. 

John Noack 

 

Call for Nominations 

The FoLA Annual General Meeting will be held at 6.45 pm on Monday 14 October at Bethlehem House. 

If you would like to be a member of the committee, or if you know someone who would, please submit names to 
the Chairman, Geoff Saegenschnitter, or staff at the Lutheran Archives by 10 October . 

All nominations must be in writing and include permission from the person nominated. 

 

Nominations will not be accepted from the floor.  

Christobel Mattingley 

Lutheran Archives Reading Room was rarely as lively as when acclaimed author Christobel Mattingley visited with 

a handful of Yalata women, excitedly exploring our collection of photos for their book Maralinga! The Anangu 

Story (Allen & Unwin 2009). Beside her great interest in investigating and communicating cultures and histories, 

Christobel’s works demonstrate her gift for inspiring/encouraging people to record their own stories in words and 

images. That book featuring the bright bold paintings of the Yalata and Oak Valley communities was followed in 

2016 by Maralinga’s Long Shadow: Yvonne’s Story (Allen & Unwin). On her website Christobel explained why she 

felt the story of community leader Yvonne Edwards and the displaced people she fought for had to be written: 

Living on the traditional country of another Aboriginal people, Yvonne found deep sustenance in the Christian 

teaching of the Lutheran Church missionaries which resonated with the Aboriginal practice of sharing. She devoted 

her life to trying to improve the life of her people. A painting by Yvonne, Three Crosses, was included in the Bible 

Society publication Our Mob, God’s Story (2017), compiled by Christobel Mattingley with Luise Sherman, in which 

Indigenous artists from throughout Australia expressed their response to the Bible in powerful art works.  

In its obituary for the prolific and award-winning author of 55 books – mostly for children – the UK Independent   

cited Christobel’s view that the reward of being a writer was to be rich in sharing and reaching out across the world, 

… knowing that my books are threads in the fabric of other peoples’ lives. 

Lois Zweck 



 

FoLA News— September 2019 6  

Archivist’s report 

This will be my last Archivist’s report in the FoLA newsletter for the next four issues as I am preparing to 
commence a year of parental leave, with baby number two due to arrive in the coming weeks. Throughout my 
leave, Janette will be taking on the role of Acting Director. 

I am pleased to introduce our new team member Jacinta Connell, who will be back-filling Janette’s role whilst 
she is in the position of Director. Jacinta’s background is in records management; she comes to us from a 
position at the Attorney General’s Department, and prior to that was working at State Records. We are excited to 
have Jacinta as part of the team for the next 13 months. 

The Archives is currently in the process of applying to join a new Museums and Collections network in South 
Australia. A part of our responsibility in becoming a member is to care for our collection and make our 
collection available to the community (which is what we do anyway!). It will provide us a platform to engage 
with other member organisations, as well as share ideas and resources and be aware of projects happening 
around South Australia in other organisations. In return, we receive support from History SA and have access to 
applying for an annual grant round of $15,000 per project. 

On 24 July, I attended a very 
special event with seven record-
holding agencies and 
Nunkuwarrin Yunti, an agency 
for Aboriginal health and social 
wellbeing. At this event, a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was signed to provide 
records through the Link Up 
program, reconnecting Stolen 
Generation families torn apart by 
past government policies. 
Through our MOU with Link 
Up, we provide access to records 

of pastoral acts (baptisms, confirmations, marriages and burials) as well as registers for the Koonibba Children’s 
Home. We originally signed an MOU with SA Link Up in May 2000: we were the first organisation to sign such 
an MOU just six months after the Link-Up Programs began as a result of the Bringing Them Home commission 
and recommendations. The updated MOU recently signed clarified and built upon the MOU of May 2000. 

We are incredibly saddened by the sudden and unexpected death of FoLA treasurer, Keith Kroehn after a short 
battle with cancer. Keith was incredibly gentle, kind and generous with his time and skills, spending many 
Tuesdays at the Archives meticulously attending to the finances of FoLA. We will miss his dedication and his 
friendship. Our sincere sympathies go to Eve and family. 

Rachel Kuchel 

Vale 

Keith Ronald Kroehn  

14.10.1941 – 26.8.2019 

  
Keith took up the duties of FoLA treasurer eight years ago, after 40 years working for local councils operating 
Caterpillar earth-moving equiment – and a visit to the Caterpillar headquarters and plant in Peoria, Illinois was a 
highlight of his travels, which frequently took him to far-flung parts of Australia visiting family and friends.  

FoLA was only one of Keith’s retirement activities — Neighbourhood Watch, photography, beer-can collecting — 
and he served on the committees of these organisations too. Despite his many commitments, nothing was ever too 
much trouble for Keith: always cheerful, positive and thoroughly dependable, he was meticulously conscientious 
in his time-consuming FoLA treasury tasks. He was the welcoming face of FoLA at our public meetings, with his 
table of information and publications at the entrance, and also took charge of the speakers' gifts, as well as folding 
and posting the FoLA Newsletters.  

Recently diagnosed with cancer, Keith passed away just a few weeks after commencing treatment. Our sympathies 
go to his wife Eve, who faithfully supported him in his FoLA duties, and their daughters Cathy and Julie and their 
families.  
 
Following an inspirational funeral service at Hope Valley, Keith was committed to rest in Springton Cemetery, 
returning to the land where his immigrant forebears had made their Australian home, and where he had spent his 
younger years. 
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Coming Events 
By bike around Kavel’s heartland 
Speaker: Janis Haynes 
Monday 14 October at 7.30pm *** 6.45pm AGM *** 
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide 

Come and cycle the farmlands of a little corner of 
Prussia, visiting many of the villages that the passengers 
on the Prince George, Bengalee and in particular the 
Zebra, left behind. Follow families with names like 
Paech, Kramm, Jachning, Schirmer, Kirsch, Kluge, 
Liebelt, Kuchel, Lubasch, Nitschke and Wolf along with 
many others. Connect the earliest recorded stories of 
their 1838 barge journey, with the Oder River and the 
Friedrich Wilhelm Canal as they appear today. Become 
familiar with exactly where these Old Lutherans settled 
around Hahndorf and watch the unravelling of the story 
of their Fachwerk homes. 
 
 
Payneham Cemetery Tour 
Conducted by: Lyall Kupke 
Sunday 3 November at 2pm 
56 Marian Rd, Payneham SA 5070  

This historic cemetery was established in 1848 and 
contains the graves of numerous prominent South 
Australians of English and German descent. Among the 
Germans are three Lutheran pastors, a monumental stone 
mason, a potter, a wealthy businessman, and a printer. As 
well we will see the graves of the businessmen AE 
Gerard, HJ Holden, and the brewer Thomas Cooper. Kate 
Cocks and the Rev John Blacket are also buried here. 
Many memorials refer to the deaths of World War One 
soldiers overseas.  

Meet at the northern gate on Marian Road. Maximum 
number: 30. Bookings essential with Pastor Malcolm 
Pech (mobile: 0429 139 353) before 13th October.  

Book EARLY. 

 

FoLAV 2019 AGM 
Sunday 24 November at 4.30pm  
See next column 

Catch Up 

Have you missed some FoLA meetings, or would you 
like to hear them again? You can purchase a CD or USB 
stick of most of our meetings for $10 each plus postage 
from the Lutheran Archives. 

Videos of three of the meetings are available free on 
You Tube. Follow the links below. 

The Tepper Story (September 2016) – Ev Leske 

https://youtu.be/FAMqbatWYd8 

From Bellersen to Bluestone – A Temme Story 
(February 2018) – John Temme and Tim Fischer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq7v80ftBRo 

The Alf Traeger Story (April 2018) – Pauline Payne 

https://youtu.be/bzuspDboyVE 

FoLAV’S 2019 AGM 

FoLAV will hold its 2019 Annual General Meeting on 
Sunday 24 November 2019 at 4.30pm in the hall at 
Trinity German Lutheran Church in East Melbourne, 
NOT on Tuesday 19 November 2019, as advertised on 
page 5 in the March 2019 FoLA News.  The AGM will 
be held after the dedication of the Goethe/Niquet/
Golgerth Plaque on Grave 13 in the Other 
Denominations Section B at the Melbourne General 
Cemetery in Carlton at 2pm, which will be conducted 
by Pastor Christoph Dielmann, the Lutheran Minister at 
Trinity, East Melbourne. 

We will review our previous activities and projects, 
including the work of the Goethe Plaques Project, the 
Open House Days on 27-28 July, family history 
research and other needed projects.  

Dr Anne Steiniger Lueders will then present a talk on 
the history of the Steiniger family, titled The Life and 
Times of Ewald Steiniger and his Family. This talk will 
concentrate on her father Pastor Ewald Steiniger, his 
background and marriage to Annemarie, their life in 
South Shields, England, his call to the German 
Lutheran Church in East Melbourne and the difficult 
times which the family experienced when Ewald was 
interned during World War 2, first at Loveday in South 
Australia and then in Tatura in Victoria. 

Finally, she will talk about the lives of his wife 
Annemarie and her children after his death. Ewald’s 
son Dieter was a valued supporter of FoLAV’s 
activities and he served as its Treasurer for many years. 

This family has worked very hard at collecting all of 
Ewald’s letters, which were written in German and has 
published them in two editions, one in German and the 
second with their translations into English. 

We will conclude our AGM as usual with a Christmas 
Cake and snacks and then look forward to the new year 
with its challenges and rewards.  

John Noack, FoLAV Secretary. 

https://youtu.be/FAMqbatWYd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq7v80ftBRo
https://youtu.be/bzuspDboyVE
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Goethe Plaque Project and Dedication. 

The Melbourne General Cemetery in Carlton has a bare grave-site, which is labelled number 13 in its Other 
Denominations Section. The Cemetery’s detailed plan marks this Grave 13 with the label Goethe Grave and its burial 
records indicate the grave contains nine children and infants, who died between the years 1854 and 1871. Their 
parents were amongst Melbourne’s pioneering families, and were connected with the Trinity German Lutheran 
Church in East Melbourne. Their surnames were Goethe, Niquet and Golgerth. 

Goethe refers to the Lutheran Pastor Matthias Goethe and his wife Harriet. He was the founding pastor at the Trinity 
German Lutheran Church from 1853 to 1867 and the founding pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Doncaster from 
1856 to 1867. Both congregations proudly display photos of Pastor 
Goethe on their walls. 

Their three deceased daughters in this grave are Harriet Alice aged 
3 months, Fanny Alice aged 6 years and Bonaventura Theodora, 
also aged 6 years. The last-named daughter died in 1866.  

In 1867 Pastor Goethe took leave of absence for health reasons and 
travelled to the United States. He subsequently resigned from his 
position at Trinity and settled in Sacramento, California where he 
founded St John's Lutheran congregation. He never returned to 
Australia. 

Cemetery records also include in this grave Eleanor Eliza Niquet, 
who died as an infant and whose parents were Johann Peter Niquet, 
the Lutheran Pastor at Ballarat and Mrs Annie Niquet. 

Buried here are also five infant children of Carl and Wilhelmine 
Golgerth, who were 
named Albert, Wilhelmine Jeanette, Frederick Paul, Albert Bismarck 
and Flora Albertine. They all died between 1854 and 1871, before 
reaching the age of 2 years. 

A Goethe Plaque Working Group was formed from members of both 
AKi, the Historical Society at Trinity German Lutheran Church and 
members of the Friends of Lutheran Archives in Victoria (FoLAV).  
Members have included Jenny Gellatly, John Schubert, John Noack, 
Robert Wuchatsch, Herbert Mees and Stephanie Iwanowicz. The 
Cemetery informed us that the original records relating to who has 
the title to this grave could not be found, so the identity of the present 
legal owner could not be established.  

The items required for this Project include a standard plaque costing 
$905 and a thick, light-red granite base costing $845.00, which will 
be inscribed with the names of the deceased children and their 
parents. The total cost is $1,750.00 and the Plaque Working Group is 
grateful for the generous donations, which have covered the cost. The 
donors include the Trinity German Lutheran Congregation, the 
Trinity Doncaster-Ivanhoe Lutheran Congregation, the Wendish 
Heritage Society Australia, Friends of Westgarthtown and FoLAV. 
The Working Group can now submit the application to the cemetery 
for the ordering, manufacture and erection of the plaque.  

The dedication of this plaque has been planned for Sunday 24 
November 2019 at Grave-site 13 in the Other Denominations Section 
B at the Carlton Cemetery. Pastor Christoph Dielmann will conduct 
the Dedication Ceremony, fittingly held on the last Sunday of the 
Church Year, which in the German Lutheran tradition, is observed as 

Ewigkeitssonntag or Eternity Sunday.  

A poster depicting Jesus as the Good Shepherd will provide a theme relating to the deceased and a children’s singing 
group, being organised by Stephanie Iwanowicz, is planning to present songs in both German and English, relating 
to the Good Shepherd and including I am Jesus’ Little Lamb and The Lord is my Shepherd.  

We thank all who have contributed to the planning, funding, erection and dedication of this plaque. It will be a 
constant reminder to both the present and future generations who read it, of the tragedies which were experienced by 
some of Australia’s pioneering families. We have even been informed by a Cemetery publication that the plaque will 
remain in place for inspection by future generations until the year 9999 AD. These previously forgotten deceased 
children in their unmarked grave can now be affirmed to be gone, but no longer forgotten. 

John Noack 

Grave 13 — Goethe Grave  

Pastor M Goethe holding his sons Michael and 
Matthias A.  

Standing are Henry J., Theodora Bonaventura and 
Anna Marie  

 

 5 FoLA News— September 2019 

March 2019 Wendish Country Tour to Mount Gambier 

The Victorian Wendish Heritage Society Country Tour to Mount Gambier took place from 11 to 13 March, 
2019. This report has been adapted from the Society’s newsletter. 

Mount Gambier’s RSL Museum provided a sad reminder  that  wars are waged at a great cost in money and in 
human lives. It has been estimated that 180 million people were killed in the World Wars and in other conflicts 
during the 1900s. This local RSL Museum displayed reminders of sand-bag shelters, of very large and cumbersome 
radios and of the feared Nazi flag and emblem.  

However, it was interesting to read the displayed article Rommel’s War without Hate (or Krieg Ohne Hass), which 
depicts Field Marshal Erwin Rommel as a sort of Gentleman General, who preferred to engage in chivalrous 
conduct and soldierly honour. He pursued this aim by insisting that all of his captured soldiers were given exactly 
the same rations of food to eat as his own soldiers and also by ensuring that captured hospitals and their doctors 
were able to continue the medical treatment of their injured patients. The doctors were then repatriated through 
neutral Switzerland.         

Meischel Park was called the Boandik  Lutheran Cemetery  
before about the year 1980. It had been used by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Australia (ELCA) from 1864 to 1907. This 
Boandik Congregation was originally established by Pastor 
C.W.Schürmann in 1859. From 1863 to 1878, Pastor J.F. 
Meischel served the congregation. Pastor J.E. Hansen was the 
next pastor. However, as most families shifted elsewhere in 
Australia, the congregation closed in 1900.  ELCA renewed 
activities in the 1930s and St Matthew’s Congregation was 
established in 1948. 

The Mount Gambier Local Council assumed responsibility for the 
cemetery in the 1970s and by 1986, the cemetery became 
Meischel Park, being named after its second pastor. The plaque 
displays a list of the 76 deceased persons who died between 1864 and 1907. These include such surnames as 
Fiedler, Kalms, Koehler, Krause, Krieg, Kuehne, Lange, Leschke, Lindner, Meyer, Mueller, Nitschke, Noske, 
Paschke, Patzel, Pfeiffer, Pohlner, Proposch, Roesler, Ruwoldt, Schluder, Schubert, Vorwerk and Zippel.  

The Lake Terrace Cemetery preserves the grave, the remains and the 
memory of Pastor Andreas Kappler. He left his Wendish homeland and 
his parish of Weissenberg in Lusatia, Saxony in 1848, in order to serve the 
pastoral needs of the Saxon and Prussian Wends and others who had made 
Australia their new home. He spent much time and effort in locating the 
Lutherans over a very wide area and he kept meticulous and detailed 
personal and church-related records of the people whom he served. 

In 1860, he visited Mount Gambier and ended up being the pastor at St 
Martin’s Lutheran Church until 1877. His tomb-stone contains the words: 
In Memoriam Andreas Kappler, Lutherischer Pastor an der Martini 
Kirche in Mount Gambier. Geboren [Born]  in Klein Hahnchen in Sachsen 
am 15th November 1802. Gestorben [Died]  am 3rd Juni 1877. Sanft ruhe 
seine Asche. [His ashes are resting peacefully].  

Because the grave does not feature his involvement with Australia’s 
pioneering Wendish settlers, the Wendish Heritage Society is discussing 

the erection of a plaque, which would present this important Wendish aspect of his life and work. 

St Martin’s Lutheran Church provided the venue for  our  
Saturday evening’s activities. On its foundation stone is recorded: To 
the Glory of God. The Foundation Stone of this Church was laid by 
Dr W. Wehl, 21st Jan 1862. The Church was dedicated by the Rev A. 
Kappler, 5th Oct 1862. 

Pastor Colin Huf conducted a worship service which drew on the 
sentiments of a 1896 Harvest Festival Thanksgiving Service. This 
service had stressed both the need to receive blessings but then, out 
of gratitude, to practise philanthropy and to be generous, especially to 
the poor and needy. A finger-food meal supplied by St Martin’s 
Congregation was followed by two presentations on the Wends in 
Lusatia and in Australia. 

 

(Continued on P7) 


