Notes on the Readings
1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7)8-15a: 
The prophets of God did not necessarily escape consequential dangers when they opposed and denounced evil. Elijah's depression over his human loneliness produced a corresponding paralysing fear causing even a request to God to end his life. Old Testament miracles tended to appear at crucial times when the course of the plan of God's salvation was under threat. At Horeb (Mount Sinai), Elijah's despair is countered by the lesson that God does not necessarily always move with the power demonstrated in dramatic, cataclysmic phenomena. The sound of a gentle quietness is the indicator of the Lord's presence. Though Elijah again asks him to take his life, the Lord will use even that degree of human helplessness to accomplish big future things.

Isaiah 65:1-9: 

God was ready for the people of Judah to come to him, but too many were intent on the abominations of idol worship to respond to his repeated invitations. His warnings here echo the close of the commandments that such hardened apostasy will provoke punishment on the people for the sins of their fathers also. However, the Lord will patiently establish the future emergence of those who are faithful. They will live in his kingdom and possess the inheritance promised long ago to the faithful ancestors. 

Galatians 3:23-29: 

The Old Testament believers were saved by faith, but did not know of the free forgiveness of Christ. They were under the restraints of the law, with all the frustrations of never reaching the perfection that the rules of the 'schoolmaster' required. With Christ came assurance of the full and free forgiveness; simply through faith in what the perfect Son of God achieved for sinners. Through faith all believers have close and intimate relation with Christ. They have 'put on Christ'. Being children now, not wards of a schoolmaster, they are all on exactly the same wonderful footing in their salvation regardless of their gender, caste, race or socioeconomic status. They are also heirs along with Christ.

Luke 8:26-39: 
The deplorable condition of this Gerasene man was indeed piteous. That it was a case of particularly violent demon possession was apparent from the hostile recognition of Jesus as the Son of God, shrieks of opposition to Jesus' orders of exorcism, the man's ability to break bonds, and the fear of the spirits to return to 'the abyss'. The departure of the spirits to their unexpected destination in the herd of swine demonstrated powerfully the power of Jesus over the forces of evil. Now the man was miraculously calm, spiritually hungry and touchingly receptive to Jesus' teaching. The angry reaction of the local people to the sight of their material loss over against a soul set free for eternal life is surely not without its current parallels within our own experience.

