19th Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 24C) Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life is preserved.  (Gen 32:30b NRSV) 
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing LHS 500 Blessed Jesus at Thy word OR He Will Keep You (Psalm 121) 

We Pray Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Ps 121:2 NRSV)

He will not let your foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The Lord watches over you—
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
The Lord will keep you from all harm—
    he will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
    both now and forevermore.

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Genesis 32:22-31 Jacob wrestles with God
Epistle reading: 2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 Responsibilities of the pastor
Gospel reading: Luke 18:1-8 Parable of the widow and the judge
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

We sing LHS 221 Spread o spread Thy mighty word OR Your Grace is Enough
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We sing LHS 16 Hail to the Lords’ anointed vs 1,3,5 OR He Will Hold Me Fast
Offering Prayer
Caring God,

help us joyfully and confidently

to place all we are and all we have

in your hands.

Use us and our possessions

according to your will.

Amen.

We Pray for Ourselves and the World
Our Lord encourages us never to give up in prayer.  With faith in God, and in his justice, let us pray for the church, the world and all in need.

Heavenly Father: thank you for accepting our prayers for Jesus' sake, and for always being more ready to listen to us than we are to pray to you.  Forgive our lack of discipline and trust, and every day turn us to you in prayer for ourselves and for others.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for all people, and especially for those who suffer wrong at the hands of others.  Correct the world's wrongs so that the starving are fed and the poor are housed.  Give integrity and success to all who work for justice and peace, including all judges and magistrates, all lawyers and jurors.  When we pray to you for peace, reveal our own aggression, and when we pray to you for justice, convict us of our own greed.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.


We pray for this country and for all who have made Australia their home. Bring persecution and wrongful discrimination to an end, and restore the losses suffered by aboriginal people. When we seek reconciliation, bring us to apologise for our past wrong-doing, and when others ask for forgiveness, make us forgiving too.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.


We pray for the church around the world, its pastors and people.  Defend and strengthen those in danger and on their own.  Direct all pastors and teachers in the right use of your word.  When we come to you for blessing, move us to love and obey your law, and when we speak to others of your love, warm our cold hearts so that we too radiate your love.

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.


We pray for those with whom we share our lives, and for all who need your comforting presence.  Ease the load of those who carry heavy burdens.  Heal the sick, including (insert names), and sustain the dying with true faith in Christ.  When we cry to you for help, turn us toward others in need, and when we help others, make our own dependency clear.  

Lord, in your justice and mercy:
hear our prayer.


Heavenly Father, in your longsuffering and patient mercy, hear our prayers for faith and justice, solely for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace. Keep praying and don’t become discouraged.
Thanks be to God.  
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 426 What a friend we have in Jesus OR What a Friend
