Prayer of the Church- Christian Care Sunday
Jesus told the scribe that we are to love the Lord our God with all our being and love our neighbour as we love ourselves. So let us pray to the Lord for our neighbours in need.
 

(SILENCE)

We acknowledge, God, that we are sometimes afraid to help people who are in need. The Jericho Road can be a dangerous place. Reaching out can be a risk. Giving from our own resources is costly, in finances, time and emotional reserves. Empower us with your Spirit, to live like your Son Jesus, and in the example of the good Samaritan, showing love even to those who we would identify as ‘the other’, or perhaps even our enemies. Help us notice and respond in love to those who are hated by the world, ignored, excluded and abused. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Gracious God, we remember those you call the least of these: the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoners. Help us not be blind to them in our midst, here at home and around the world. Stir our hearts to provide food and water, clothing, welcome, healthcare and visitation. 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Merciful God, your Son came to bring reconciliation into a broken world. Wherever there is conflict, hurt and hatred between people, communities, and nations, bring peace and understanding. We pray for those who commit violence against other human beings, that they would repent and seek to repair the damage they have done. We remember especially those who suffer from family and domestic violence, and all those who have lost loved ones through the devastation of war and displacement. Heal their hurting hearts.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
God who made us all in your own image, we remember our Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander brothers and sisters in Australia, our Maori brothers and sisters in New Zealand and First Nations people globally. So many have experienced much suffering in the forms of displacement, loss of language and culture, systemic discrimination, racism, violence and abuse. Grant us eyes to see their pain. Help us work to make right the way we live together in the present, through truth-telling and reconciliation. Help us see each other, first and foremost, as Your much-loved people.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We give thanks for the work of Lutheran community services including Lutheran Care and Lutheran Disability Services in SA/NT and Lutheran Services in QLD, and our Lutheran aged care facilities and all those who work in these arms of the church. Sustain them in their work as they meet with some of the most vulnerable people in our communities.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We give you thanks gracious Father for doctors and nurses and all others in healing professions. We give special thanks for the Lutheran Nurses Association of Australia and the support they provide to parish and community faith nurses. Give wisdom and skill to all who provide medical care, and provide healing and release to all who need it; we pray for healing that is beyond all human ability.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Dear Father, we thank you for the gift of parents and children, family and friends.  Let the light of your love shine in our homes.  Help us to overcome strife and conflict with your patience and forgiveness.  Help parents in the task of raising children.  Comfort the lonely, and bring them into good company.   

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We thank you Lord God for the blessings of a free and peaceful society.  Help those in government and positions of responsibility to maintain honesty and truth, justice and peace.  Encourage all our citizens to lead good lives and strive for the common good. May you give us the courage to cross the road to help our neighbour in need, reaching out with Your compassionate love.

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Father, teach us to see your own dear Son in the face of all who suffer. May we be your instruments of love and healing in the world. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
