NOTES ON THE READINGS

PROVERBS 8:1-4; 22-31: Celebrating the Trinity naturally calls forth thoughts inclusive of God's transcendent and infinite power and wisdom. In this reading, Wisdom is personified as a female fellow worker with God in the creation, set up before even the world began. While Wisdom is inseparable from God and has been with him from all eternity, she is described metaphorically in terms of a craftsworker exercising the application of creative process. Wisdom rejoiced not only in the advance of the creation but delighted in its pinnacle, the human race.

ROMANS 5:1-5: Our salvation is very much identified with each person of the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is through the redemption wrought by the Son that peace with God is something which is factual, there for the taking and there in our realisation. He has introduced us into the gracious presence of the Father – we stand firm in that grace. While we rejoice in anticipated final glory, there are yet trials to suffer. To those who are justified, these, however, now work rather for a chain of growth producing patience, firm character and strong hope. In all of this the Holy Spirit has been flooding us with the love of God.

JOHN 16:12-15: Some religious sects insist that the Holy Spirit is merely a power without will, somewhat in the same vein as electricity. This teaching of our Lord shows clearly the personality of the Spirit. He is equal in participation in the purposes of the Trinity, working in harmonious union with the Father and the Son. Three equal persons, yet one divine being, they combine to effect the plan of salvation in individual believers. Jesus' teaching was not his own but what he received from the Father. In the same way, the Spirit gives not of his own, but glorifies the Son by imparting what Jesus taught and leading believers to a deeper understanding. The Spirit also takes and declares what Jesus has done and promised through the words of his disciples as they proclaim his word. Thus the kingdom of God grows.

