All Saints Day – 1 November

Church@Home

As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space. Have extra candles nearby.

For many people, All Saints Day has become a day to thank God for the memory of loved ones and people we look up to who have gone ahead of us into the glory of heaven.  In our prayer time you might choose to light extra candles in memory of these loved ones. 

All Saints Day is also an opportunity to acknowledge the body of Christ on earth - past present and future, and in heaven forever.   
White is the colour we use to help us celebrate the All Saints day. Decorate your home altar space with something white.  
We begin

Light your candle

Opening prayer
Lord Jesus, we honour you as the head over all things. We thank you that you have united us to yourself and that we are part of your body the church. We worship you for you have promised that not even death can destroy your body, the church. 
We thank you for all who share in your life as part of your body. 
We think of those who have gone before us into glory and thank you for them, for our memories and for all you gave us through them. 
We think of those who share life in this world in the present and those who will follow us. Holy Spirit, renew us again that we may live our lives to your glory and be positive role models to those we mentor.  Thank you for your eternal life that fills us and every part of your body. And so, as your part of your great body we worship you…. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Song LHS 161 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds OR How Sweet The Name - Emu Music
Confession
Knowing that the Lord rescues his servants, let us look to God our Father and remember what Jesus Christ our Saviour has done for us so that we can take refuge in him and walk together into eternal life. 

Heavenly Father.


we praise you for adopting us as your children


and making us heirs of eternal life in your Son Jesus Christ,

who has freed us from our sins by his blood.


Yet we still fail to love you with all our heart,


or serve you as we ought.

Pardon our offences, we pray, and make us clean,


that we may continue as members of Christ,


in whom alone is salvation. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing  LHS 92 Christ the Lord is risen today OR Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (He Is Not Dead) - NCC Worship 
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 
Isaiah 25:6-9 God prepares a banquet for the peoples
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Open your Bible and read:  

Revelation 21:1-6a The new heaven and the new earth
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion
· What did you notice that was the same in these two readings? [ celebrations and special things, tears being wiped away]
· In this reading, who is going to wipe away all our tears?
Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

John 11:32-44 Jesus raises Lazarus to life

or watch Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead Bible Animation (John 11:1-45)
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion

Jesus was friends with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. He was sad when he heard that Lazarus was dead, and he saw how sad the sisters were. 

· What did Jesus do to wipe away their tears?

Not long after this reading, Jesus died on the cross, even though he hadn’t done anything wrong. He was resurrected after three days. Because of this, no believers ever really die, because we are given the gift of eternal life by our loving God.

· When we are sad, who will wipe away our tears?

· Who has defeated death?
We pray 

Almighty God, 

you bring your people together 

in one holy church, 

the body of our Lord. 

Lead us to follow your saints 

and to know the inexpressible joys 

that you have prepared 

for those who love you. 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen

We sing LHS 183 The Saints on earth (Backing track only – no Youtube clip available) OR I Will Sing the Wondrous Story - Emu Music 
Sermon

We confess our faith using Luther’s explanation to the third article of the Apostle’s creed
I believe that on my own I can never come to Jesus my Lord, or believe in him, no matter how hard I try. 

But the Holy Spirit has called me to Jesus by the good news about him. The Spirit has led me to know and trust Jesus, made me holy, and kept me in the Christian faith. 

In the same way the Holy Spirit creates the Christian church all over the world. 

The Spirit calls people to Jesus, brings them together into the church, leads them to know and trust Jesus, makes them holy, and keeps them with Jesus in the Christian faith. 

In the Christian church the Spirit keeps on forgiving all my sins and the sins of everyone who believes in Jesus. 

At the end of time the Spirit will raise me to life, together with all who have died, and will give me and all others who believe in Christ eternal life. 

This is certainly true. 

We Pray for Ourselves and the World

Before you pray ask one another: ‘Who do we remember who has gone to be with Jesus in the glory of heaven?’ 

In our prayer time there is space to name those you have remembered. If you like you could light a candle for each of these saints when you mention them in your prayers. 

Also, before you pray ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer.
Loving Father: we thank you today for calling us your children, your saints. In spite of our unholy lives you look at us and see Jesus’ perfect life and death covering ours. Thank you for this grace, the grace we received when we were baptised.

Thank you for every Christian who has helped us on our journey and encouraged us to keep believing when we felt like giving up. Thank you for all those who taught us the faith. Thank you for those who made the ultimate sacrifice of their lives to ensure others could hear of your love in Christ.
We remember the saints in heaven. Thank you for releasing them from the burden of sin and death in this life and for keeping your promise to them. We especially remember those we know who have died and now live with Jesus in the glory of heaven. We remember: (insert names here, and if you desire, light extra candles in their memory). 
Thank you for sustaining their faith throughout their lives and the blessings that flowed to us from their lives. Give comfort to all those who grieve over loved ones no longer with us on earth. Give them the hope only your word can offer us.  
We pray for your church on earth, that it may remain faithful to the apostles' teaching and strive for unity. We pray for all Christians, especially those under persecution, that they may imitate the martyrs in bold witness to the gospel

We pray for those who are not yet part of your church and for those who have left it, asking your spirit to convince them of your love for them in Jesus. And we pray for the enemies of the church, and those who curse your saints.

Bring peace and healing to our world. Protect those who are poor and hungry and give them hope. Move those with plenty to share with those who have little. Help all people to love their neighbour as themselves.
(Add your extra prayers one another here)
God of life, we give thanks for the love you have shown to the world through all your saints, and we celebrate our continuing union with them whenever we worship, even here at home. We look forward to being part of the crowd around your throne in heaven on the last day. In the meantime keep us looking to Jesus and help us to keep giving a clear witness to him, living the holy lives you have called us to live by the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ holy name we pray. 

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
Blessing 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. Amen 

Final song  LHS 213 For all the Saints OR Sound of the Saints - Audio Adrenaline 
Conclusion

Don’t forget to blow out your candle
