NOTES ON THE READINGS, EPIPHANY 4A

MICAH 6:1-8: The Lord takes issue with the people of Israel, who have evidently grown tired of their loyalty towards him. He calls on the hills and mountains as witness, for they have witnessed all the saving acts which he has so generously showered on them through the history of the exodus. The prophet then (vv 6,7) parodies an imagined repentant response from the fearful people. Their deluded conceptions of sacrifice even include the proposal of the abomination of infant sacrifice. In verse 8 the prophet indicates that true repentance and faith will rather yield justice, kindness and humility to the Lord.

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31: Paul here contrasts the wisdom of false prophets among the Corinthians with the true wisdom of God. They wished to subvert the gospel of Christ with their own self-styled wisdom. God chose the foolishness of the crucifixion to effect his wisdom in terms of free salvation for those who would put aside their human pride and humbly believe. There is no room for boasting among Christians with respect to their life with God, except to boast in the Lord, namely in what he alone has done. The message of the cross is the power of God himself to save those who believe.

MATTHEW 5:1-12: This section of Matthew's gospel is referred to generally as the 'Beatitudes'. The word 'beatitude' comes from the Latin word 'beatus' which means 'blessed', sometimes translated as 'happy'. These sayings of Jesus are drawn from teachings of the Old Testament, but have an unmistakable stamp of Jesus' authority in their application. While they fly in the face of common earthly wisdom, they contain the wisdom of God which works out in practical blessing. They are not laws or commandments for living with a stated reward attached. They are more an expression of what Christ in his grace has made his children to be, with the promise of eternal reward in heaven, again according to the Lord's grace.

