LH 485
The day is surely drawing near


Tune: Es ist gewisslich

1
The day is surely drawing near,


when God's Son, the anointed,


will with great majesty appear,


as judge of all appointed.


The time for laughter then will cease,


when flames on flames will still increase,


as the apostle teaches.

2
A trumpet loud will then resound,


and all the earth be shaken;


then all who in their graves are found


will from their sleep awaken;


but all who live will in that hour,


by the Almighty's boundless power,


be changed at his commanding.

3
A book is opened then to all,


a record truly telling


what all have done, both great and small,


when they on earth were dwelling;


and every heart be clearly seen,


and all be known as they have been,


in thoughts and words and actions.

4
O Jesus, you have paid my debt,


your life for me was given,


that when the book of life is read,


my name may there be written.


In you, then, let me put my faith,


for you have rescued me from death


and all the power of Satan.

5
Therefore my intercessor be,


and through your blood and merit


declare my name from judgment free


with all who life inherit,


that I may see you face to face,


with all your saints in that blest place


which you have purchased for us.

6
O Jesus Christ, do not delay,


but hasten our salvation.


We often tremble on our way


in fear and tribulation.


Have mercy, Lord, and hear our plea:


Come, mighty judge, and make us free


from every evil. Amen.

NB: For a shorter hymn, omit all or some of verses 2, 3, and 5.
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