COMMEMORATION OF THE REFORMATION 

Service with Communion - Hymnic
OPENING SENTENCES

Jesus said: 'If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.' (John 8:31,32 NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING HYMN: LH 195
1. A mighty fortress is our God,


a trusty shield and weapon,


our faithful helper in all need,


no matter what may happen.


The old evil foe


now means deadly woe;


deep guile and great might


are his dread arms in fight;


on earth he has no equal.

2. With our own might is nothing done;


we'd soon be lost, rejected.


But for us fights the very one,


whom God himself elected.


And who may this be?


Christ Jesus is he.


He is our great Lord,


there is no other God;


and he has won the battle.

3. Though hordes of devils gather here,


all eager to devour us,


we tremble not, we do not fear,


they cannot overpower us.


This world's prince may still


scowl fierce as he will,


he does us no harm,


he's judged, he's overcome;


one little word can fell him.

4. Despite all foes, the Word shall stand


against all their endeavour;


God's gifts and Spirit, close at hand,


shall be with us forever.


Though they cause distress,


take all we possess,


though they hurt and kill,


we are victorious still;


the kingdom's ours forever.

Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott

Martin Luther 1483-1546

Tr composite, David Schubert (1990)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Almighty God, merciful Father, 

I, a poor helpless sinner, 

confess to you all my sins, 

and repent of all the evil I have done. 

I have deeply displeased you 

and deserve your punishment 

in time and in eternity. 

But I am sorry for my sins, 

and I ask you, 

for the sake of the holy innocent sufferings and death 

of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me. Amen.
I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart:

Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?

I do.

Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?

I do.

Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God's presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?

I do.

As a called and ordained servant of the word, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and on behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light. 

Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: LH 136
1. All glory be to God on high

for Jesus, our dear brother.

His goodwill brings us lasting peace

with God and with each other.

Since God is pleased to be our friend

our song of joy will never end.

O thank him for his goodness.

2. We praise, adore, and worship you,

our glorious heavenly Father;

you are our strong unchanging king,

whose goodness lasts forever.

Your power to help is limitless;

those whom you bless are truly blest;

you are our gracious ruler.

3. Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son

of God your heavenly Father;

you saved the lost, you brought us peace

with God and with each other;

O holy Lamb of God, we plead

for you to help us in our need:

Have mercy on your people.

4. O Holy Spirit, perfect gift,

our health and consolation;

protect us from the enemy,

assure us of salvation.

Grant us your warm life-giving breath

to ease our pain and sweeten death;

we trust in your directing.


Allein God in der Höh sei Ehr


based on the Gloria in excelsis

Nikolaus Decius (c. 1485-c. 1546)


Tr. J W Kleinig (1991,1998)

GREETING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)

Almighty and eternal God,
in mercy you give the light of your gospel
to your church.
Keep us in sound teaching,
so that we may firmly believe
and faithfully follow
your saving word,
and finally, with its holy comfort,
die in peace and joy.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READINGS: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 The Lord will write his law on our hearts
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 
Romans 3:19-28 Justification by faith
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

John 8:31-36 “In my word, you will know the truth”
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CREED: LH 142

1. We all believe in God who made

heaven and earth in all their splendour,


who gave himself to us in love


as our Father strong and tender.


He provides for us and feeds us,


every day his gifts surround us;


keeps us safe from harm, and leads us,


his protecting arm around us.


He guards and keeps us day and night,


all things are governed by his might.

2. And we believe in Jesus Christ,


God's own Son, our Lord and Saviour,


who rules with equal power and might


at his Father's side for ever.


He came down from heaven to save us,


born of Mary by the Spirit.


Through his human life he gave us


life that we could never merit.


He died upon the cross, and then


was raised by God to life again.

3. And in the Spirit we believe,


holy Comforter, life-giver,


who with the Father and the Son


is adored and praised for ever.


He unites from every nation


those to whom true faith is given;


in this church, his new creation,


wounds are healed and sins forgiven.


The dead will all be raised, and we


will live with God eternally.

Wir glauben all an einem Gott

Paraphrase of the Nicene Creed

by Martin Luther 1483-1546, based on a 14th cent hymn

tr John Pfitzner (1990)

SERMON
HYMN during which our offerings will be received.
OFFERING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, 
there is nothing that we could offer to you 
as a sacrifice for our sin. 
Yet in your great love, 
you have offered up your own Son, 
so that through him we may be put right with you.
Accept the gifts we offer here today, 
as mere tokens of our gratitude 
for the great gift of salvation 
which you have given to us.

Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

For that is fitting and right.

It is truly fitting and right, and for our lasting good, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy,
Lord God of hosts;

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Alternatively, the Sanctus from p16 of Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement dates from the time of the Reformation

OR, if a suitable soloist is available, consider LH 896 (if so omit ‘evermore praising you and saying:’ from the Preface.)
WORDS OF INSTITUTION.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take and eat; this is + my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is + my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

LAMB OF GOD: LH48
1. Lamb of God most holy,


upon the cross an offering,


patient, meek and lowly,


you died, despised and suffering,


all sin for our sake bearing,


or we would die despairing.


Have mercy on us, O Jesus.

2. Lamb of God most holy,


upon the cross an offering,


patient, meek and lowly,


you died, despised and suffering,


all sin for our sake bearing,


or we would die despairing.


Have mercy on us, O Jesus.

3. Lamb of God most holy,


upon the cross an offering,


patient, meek, and lowly,


you died, despised and suffering,


all sin for our sake bearing,


or we would die despairing.


Your peace be with us, O Jesus.

The Agnus Dei

O Lamm Gottes unschuldig

Nikolaus Decius c1485 - c1546

Tr composite, David Schubert (1991)

DISTRIBUTION

DISMISSAL

POST-COMMUNION HYMN: LH 437

1. Now thank we all our God


with hearts and hands and voices,


who wondrous things has done,


in whom the world rejoices;


who from our mothers' arms


has blest us on our way


with countless gifts of love,


and still is ours today.

2. O may this bounteous God


through all our life be near us,


with ever joyful hearts


and blessed peace to cheer us.


Lord, keep us in your grace,


and guide us when perplexed,


and free us from all harm


in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God


who reigns in highest heaven,


to Father and to Son


and Spirit now be given:


the one eternal God,


whom heaven and earth adore,


who ever was, is now,


and shall be evermore.

Nun danket alle Gott

Martin Rinckart 1586-1649

Tr Catherine Winkworth (1858), alt.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray

Lord God,
you constantly renew your church
through the pure preaching of your word
and the right administration of your sacraments.
Renew our hearts,
so that we may be strong in faith towards you
and eager in good works towards all people.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you;

The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace.

Amen.
