
April  2020 

Dear friends, 

 

Originally we thought we would send you a nice little 

update of our recent adventures here in the Eastern 

Highlands of Papua New Guinea (PNG), once we re-

turned from our village experience and started work-

ing in the clinic, but clearly recent global events 

around the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic have made this 

plan obsolete. We have received messages from many 

of you through various channels, for which we are 

very grateful, asking if we were doing alright. The 

short answer is yes, we are doing fine here in PNG 

and there is no need to be worried about us right now. But let us tell you a bit more about the situ-

ation here in PNG. 

Until a few weeks ago, we were finishing off our introductory training to life in PNG with a three-

week village experience, where we stayed in a village in the Markham Valley in Morobe Province, 

to improve our Tok Pisin skills and to learn more about the local culture. We were living in a tra-

ditional bush hut within a little hamlet, 

supported by a local family, our ‘was 

famili’ (literally ‘watch family’: they 

look out for us!). We were fortunate to 

have a house of our own, all inclusive 

with a freestanding ‘haus kuk’ as the 

kitchen. The toilet came in classic long-

drop style, the local river doubled as 

our bathroom and as the laundry. We 

had brought some of our own supplies, 

but also received our fair share of local 

produce as ‘amamas’ (gifts, that are 

exchanged with each other to show ap-

preciation).  

“For I know the plans I have for you ”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”         Jeremiah 29:11  



After a few days of settling in, the first two weeks went 

well, once we had established a routine. Some changes to 

our routine surprised ourselves, like the fact that Patrick 

stopped having his morning coffee: he broke such a sweat 

every time he needed to stoke a fire to boil water in an al-

ready hot and humid climate, that he did not really enjoy 

the coffee that much, once it was 

finished! Home schooling our 

children in the village proved to 

be another challenge in its own right, and it is fair to say that everyone in the family would have 

liked to see this end by the time we left the village. (However, thanks to the pandemic, we will con-

tinue with this for the coming weeks or months, due to public life having come to a grinding halt.) 

Our daily highlight was ‘go waswas’ in the river: the current and its eddies provided an ideal play-

ground for the boys and an opportunity to wash. 

We did a few trips as well, visiting our friends from SIL from our introductory course (who stayed 

in neighbouring villages), going to the local market, visiting our family’s garden (where they grow 

their produce) and on one occasion going for a decent hike into the bush. Patrick even got to plant 

a coconut tree — culturally a big thing in the Markham Valley. So far, so good. 

  However, our village experience was cut short by the current 

pandemic making itself felt, even here in 

PNG. On Thur., 19 March, the SIL 

team from Ukarumpa came to visit 

us for a half-time welfare check. We 

had a chance to discuss the local and 

global developments and then to make 

our decision whether to stay or to go 

“For I know the plans I have for you ”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”          Jeremiah 29:11  

Well, sort of!!! 



back to Australia. At the time it was understood that it might become very difficult to get back to 

Australia for the foreseeable future, but we felt (and still feel) that, right now, our place is here in 

PNG to work in our medical ministry. No-one could have foreseen that only a mere 72 hours later, 

the SIL team would return to evacuate us all from our respective villages to get us back to 

Ukarumpa, with a total travel ban instituted by the PNG government not even two days later. We 

had to leave some of our gear in the village, but were able to take the most important items with 

us. Ironically, one of the things we had to leave behind was plenty of toilet paper! 

 

With the travel ban in place, all flights have been cancelled and there is no coming or going at 

Ukarumpa for now, but most of those who wanted to leave for their home countries still made it 

out in time. Like in many other places of the world, we are now asked to self-isolate to reduce the 

rate of spread of the virus, but we can leave the house and are of course free to communicate with 

everyone else in Ukarumpa, as long as we keep a physical distance of 2 m. So it is not a problem to 

have a conversation whilst walking the dog or going 

for fresh air. Food was delivered to our doorstep for 

some time, but just last week, the SIL store opened 

its doors again. Medevacs remain possible, alt-

hough it involves considerable administrative effort. That being said, the community here remains 

well and healthy and our daily needs are more than cared for. 

 

As a side note, I recall a particular morning devotion by our staff care team in our first weeks in 

Ukarumpa on Ephesians 3:20: 

“For I know the plans I have for you ”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”          Jeremiah 29:11  

Go (coco-) 

nuts! 



Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power 

that works in us… 

 

Well, on the day before we left Ukarumpa for the village, we were able to procure some cheap 

BMX bikes for the boys. These are now in daily use, when we go for afternoon rides to practise  

tricks. We also could buy a used model railway for little money just before self-isolation measures 

became mandatory for all. The boys now spend hours every day playing with it and we have 

enough track to build a decent layout. These few items, little as they may seem to some, make self-

isolation so much easier to tolerate and we certainly feel exceedingly and abundantly blessed. Fun-

ny, that… 

 

And where to from here? 

Anke and Patrick have now both started working in the clinic. Due to some SIL staff having re-

turned home unexpectedly and others not having made the trip back to PNG yet, the clinic is short-

staffed and it is fulfilling for us to finally roll up our sleeves and ‘get into it’. At the same time, we 

have to set some time aside for home schooling and it is fair to say that this poses some challenges 

for all of us. Ah well… 

We are luckily able to look after our spiritual health without much difficulty, thanks to sermons 

from many churches now being put online as podcasts and a very supportive network here in 

Ukarumpa, where we often just ring each other to touch base or have a chat when going for a walk 

and give encouragement. The staff care team is also looking at ways of having a regular Sunday 

service whilst remaining mindful of social distancing protocols. 

“For I know the plans I have for you ”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”          Jeremiah 29:11  

...adventure... 



We are quite aware of the fact that this newsletter is way more extensive than is recommended, but 

we feel the current circumstances warrant a more detailed update. We hope you feel reassured that 

we are indeed in a good place here, both literally and figuratively, and in fact, we are more worried 

about all of you at home than we are about ourselves. We read about dramatic changes overseas 

every day, so if you feel like it, please drop us a line and let us know how you are doing. We would 

love to hear from you. 

 

Praise & Prayer 

If you would like to join us in prayer, here are a few topics dear to us. 

 

Please praise for: 

• a very positive village experience, improved Tok Pisin skills and new friends in the 

Markham Valley; 

• a safe return back to Ukarumpa; 

• current stability here in Ukarumpa; 

• our feeling of safety in times like these. 

 

Please pray for: 

• all those in the mission field who had to leave abruptly as well as for those who wanted 

to leave, but did not make it out in time; 

• health and inner peace, locally, nationally and globally, in these uncertain times; 

• wise decisions by the powers that be; 

• stability here in PNG that will allow us to complete the mission we came here for. 

 

We put our faith in God, that, even in times like these, when there is no sense of direc-

tion and a lot of uncertainty, He has a plan and remains in control. Thank you all so 

much for your thoughts, prayers and support, and may His peace be with you all as we 

brave these times together! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Anke, Patrick, Jeremy and Benjamin 

 
Contact Details:  
 
ph: +675 7026 7303 (Anke), +675 7026 6971 (Patrick)  
email: sprau@wycliffe.org.au  
 
Cheques can be made out to Wycliffe Australia, with a note ‘for the minis-
try of A & P Sprau ’ and sent to Wycliffe Australia, 70 Graham Road, Kanga-
roo Ground VIC 3097.  
 
Support through website: www.wycliffe.org.au/member/patrick -anke/  

http://www.wycliffe.org.au/member/patrick-anke/

