Notes on the Readings

ACTS 2:1-21: This is the 'baptism with the Holy Spirit' predicted by John the Baptist concerning Jesus, and referred to by Jesus after his resurrection (Acts 1:5). It marks the culmination of his earthly ministry and the beginning of his continuing ministry by the Holy Spirit through his church into all the world. The miracle of tongues lay not only in the rational and powerful use by the disciples of languages never learnt, but also in the hearing of Jewish people from all around the Mediterranean world. Tongues of fire and the sound of rushing wind both figure in Old Testament imagery when the presence of God was involved. Peter's reversal from his former fearful denial to brave confession of Christ, occasioned by the Spirit, proclaimed the long-planned purpose accomplished now in this sign. This prophesying and proclamation in tongues was mentioned by the prophet Joel among the cataclysmic signs of the end, thus demonstrating that this era has now been entered. Most importantly in all of this, 'Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved'.

OR GENESIS 11:1-9: Following the fall into sin, the Genesis record traces human development from one arrogance to another. Power through technological achievement at Shinar was an expression of defiance against the Lord's purpose that people spread out over the earth. The people were headed in a destructively selfish direction. The Lord's intervention by way of linguistic confusion would halt this evil, but also sectionalise and divide humanity. The New Testament era would see God's solution to human division through the unity of Christ. Pentecost Day demonstrated a reversal of the confusion of Babel.

ROMANS 8:14-17: This section emphasises the very centre of God's gracious entry into human lives. Sin is the barrier which has shut us off from God. That state becomes a harsh slavery. Sin is a hard taskmaster. Fear results from this slavery, whether now or in the hereafter. It is the Spirit who brings Christ's redeeming light and cleansing into the soul of a believer through the life-giving word of promise. This release into a loving and confident relationship with the Father is natural when one has been made a son or daughter and an official heir of God himself.

JOHN 14:8-17,25-27: Philip's request to Jesus to show him and the other disciples the Father was met by a lengthy explanation. They should have realised that seeing Jesus and seeing the Father were one and the same thing, insofar as he was the perfect image of the Father. He and the Father were one. That was surely demonstrated adequately by Jesus' whole ministry of teaching and miraculous signs. In his going to the Father was assurance that he would actuate the Father to send the Spirit of truth who would live in them. The Spirit would continue to lead, teach and remind them of Jesus' teachings. Pentecost Day brought fulfilment of this promise.

