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\Welcoming children

and families

The developmental need of young people Consider some of the fO||OVViﬂg
to discover where and with whom they , .
belong... they are looking for warmth not [deas for your congregation:

as an add-on but in their church’s very

DNA. Growing Young NAMES ARE SPECIAL

We all need to know that we are in a ¢ | earn the names of the children and call
beloved relationship with God. We can them by name. Introduce them to other
create sacred places and engage in children and families by name.
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Every church can be
intentionally intergenerational ) CRECHE |

: .J[ o - d f : Th ¢ Provide a créche where parents can still hear
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Cultivating caring relationships across WORSHIP LEADING

generations in the congregation and community
can become a life-giving spiritual community of
faith, hope and love.

¢ |nvite children and families to be involved in
leading worship as they are able — reading,
ushering, greeting, praying.

INCLUDE A CHILDREN’S
ADDRESS

e See our LCA Worship Planning Page for
lectionary based children’s addresses.
www.|ca.org.au/worship/cowadmin/?page_
id=9697

¢ There is also an Equipping Sheet on leading
a children’s address.
www.growministries.org.au/media/wysiwyg/
docs/guiding-principles/how-to/GM_how_
to_lead_a_children_s_address.pdf e




¢ Provide activity bags filled with books,
colouring and activity pages and pencils.

¢ Provide WORSHIP NOTES for the children
to complete during worship — see the
Grow Ministries website ‘store’ for this
free resource.

¢ |nclude a song during worship that the
children will know. Perhaps one that
has actions.

¢ Kids love food. Consider all ages when you
plan morning tea.

¢ Provide a place for children’s artwork to be
displayed. Ensure this space is updated
regularly.

e Use children’s artwork to scan for the bulletin

cover, to decorate for special times of the
church year like Easter, Christmas
or Pentecost.

¢ Consider the age and program for First
Communion.

¢ Give Bibles to young children and families to
read together.

¢ Put step stools in the toilets.

¢ Have nappy change stations in both men
and women'’s toilets.

e Put a kids table and chairs with activities in
the fellowship area.

For more information about Grow Ministries, our resources and training,
please call 08 8267 7300 or visit our website: www.growministries.org.au
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whoever welcomes ong of these little children
in M(ﬁ name welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes me does not welcome me but the
one wWho sent” me. Mark 9:37

| Wil come and prociaim your mighty acts,
sovergign LORD; | will proclaim yovr righteous
deeds, Yours alone. Since my youth, God, Yo
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