The Commemoration of the Augsburg Confession Service of the word

Opening Responses
I will also speak of your decrees before kings,
and shall not be put to shame.  (Ps 119:46 NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
We sing A mighty fortress LHS 195 OR A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - Tommy Bailey, Keith & Kristyn Getty
Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Prayer of the Day (Collect)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, in your unfailing mercy
keep your church safe and holy.
Rule and guide your people always,
so that they remain in peace.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Readings 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:6-11 The word of God will not return empty

(After the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11b-16 Fight the good fight of faith

(After the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 What you hear in the dark, speak in the light
(After the gospel)
This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you, O Christ.

We sing Be still and know - LH 885 OR Know (Be Still) - Jeremy Riddle
Sermon

We sing How shall the young secure their hearts – LHS 261 OR Your Word - Emu Music
Offering Prayer
Help us, God,
as followers of Christ
to offer ourselves and our possessions
for your service.
Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Jesus made his confession before Pontius Pilate. Our forebears made their confession before the world. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Loving Father, thank you that at times of great error in the church you have raised up reformers to bring your church back to the gospel.  Continue to bless you church with pastors and teachers who can properly distinguish law and gospel so that your people may know the truth and receive salvation by your grace, for Christ's sake, through faith.

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Bless all theological colleges and places of Christian learning.  Bless Australian Lutheran College and those who teach and study there, and be with our church in central Australia - watch over the aboriginal pastors and evangelists there.  Guide us all in our Christian walk so that we may live by the gospel, confident in your mercy, free of the law's condemnation, and eager to please you in all that we do.

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Thank you for the confessional unity we have in the Lutheran Church of Australia, and keep us united in the faith.  Bless our Bishop Paul Smith, guide our theology, and give us unity with Christians in other denominations on the basis of the gospel.

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Keep us focused on Christ in our work here in this congregation (parish), dear Father.  Provide us with sufficient finances, and bless all our groups and activities.  Give us the leaders and helpers we need to carry out our ministry effectively.  

Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Help those suffering injustice in this world, and bring the changes that are needed for the good of all.  Uphold the rule of law so that evil may be curbed and the gospel spread.  And have mercy on those who struggle with burdens of any sort, including those we know personally to be in need and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Father, you are the only Ruler. You are the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Give us the courage to stand before the rulers of the world and to speak your word in the name of your beloved Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
We sing Fight the good fight – LHS 352 OR Surrounded (Fight My Battles) - Michael W. Smith 
Blessing

The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

