
Rolling Questions 

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” 
(Luke 9:51, NIV)  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.” (Hebrews 12:1–3, NIV)  

A key role of both Parish Boards and Church Councils is to help Christian communities keep the main 
thing the main thing.  So what is the main thing? I would suggest that it is two fold, and summed up in 
the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 

When asked “what is the greatest commandment in the Law”,  
“Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”” (Matthew 22:37–
40, NIV)  

Note. It is not that Jesus is bad at arithmetic. Rather, he is saying that both loving God and loving 
others are the greatest commandment! 

And before he ascended Jesus used his authority to commission his followers 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”” (Matthew 28:19–20, NIV)  

The main thing for the church is simple. To love God, love others, and share the good news of God’s 
love for us. Every mission, vision and value statement developed by parishes and congregations 
should really simply be reflections of the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 

So how does a Parish Board or Church Council ensure that these things continue to be the main thing 
– especially with so many distractions around compliance and finances and programmes? 

May I suggest that one way of keeping the main thing the main thing is for each leadership group to 
identify a series of rolling questions that are asked and responded to at every meeting. Consequently, 
if the congregation (or parish) has developed Mission, Vision and Values Statements, or has 
developing Guiding Principles, these questions would be based on those. Those questions might be 
something like… 

 How are we progressing God’s mission for his church? 

 In what ways is this decision Christ-centred, inclusive and help with developing disciples and 
equipping of the saints? 

 What are the current impediments to achieving God’s mission? 

 What good news stories can we share with the congregation or parish?  

If you would like to explore more about rolling questions, please contact the LCAQD Ministry and 
Mission Department. 
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