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Midweek Lenten devotional service 5


VERSION: 9 April 2002

MIDWEEK LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SERVICE 5, Year B
(in the week following the Fifth Sunday in Lent)

OPENING VERSES

The Lord says, It was my will that he should suffer;

his death was a sacrifice to bring forgiveness.

After a life of suffering, he will again have joy; 

he will know that he did not suffer in vain.

My devoted servant, with whom I am pleased, 

will bear the punishment of many

and for his sake I will forgive them.

And so I will give him a place of honour, 

a place among the great and powerful. 

He willingly gave his life and shared the fate of evil men.

He took the place of many sinners

and prayed that they might be forgiven.  (Isa 53:10-12 TEV)
OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray for blessing and peace through Jesus.

(Silent prayer)
Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, 
you bore our sins in your own body 
on the tree of the cross, 
so that we might die to sin and live in justice. 
Have mercy on us, 
both now and at the time of our death, 
so that we who celebrate and remember 
your suffering for us 
may live this life in blessing and peace 
and by your grace receive the gift of eternal life; 
for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
LHS 61 Alas and did my Saviour bleed 
FIRST PASSION READING and response

Mark 15:33-41 The death of Jesus
(Silence)

Our Shepherd, the fountain of living waters, is gone.  

At his passing, the sun was darkened.
Our Saviour has broken the bars and the very gates of death.  

Yes, he has destroyed the prisons of hell 

and overthrown the power of the devil.
Our Saviour has broken the bars and the very gates of death. 

PSALM 130 

SECOND PASSION READING and response

Mark 15:42-47 The burial of Jesus
(Silence)

I am counted among those who go down to the pit.
I have become like those who have no help, 

like the slain that lie in the grave. 

You have put me in the depths of the pit, in the regions dark and deep.
I have become like those who have no help, 

like the slain that lie in the grave.

LHS 48 Lamb of God most holy
ADDRESS/MEDITATION

LHS 54 When I survey the wondrous cross 

PRAYERS

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,

and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.

Lord Jesus, 
by the loneliness of your suffering 
as a human being on the cross, 
be near to all those who are despairing 
because of pain or sorrow; 
and let the comfort of your presence 
transform their loneliness 
into consolation and fellowship with you, 
for your name's sake. 
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you/us all. 

Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
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