The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Easter 2 Year A


The Text: 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NIV)

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

A Life of Faith
How are you at believing something when others tell you: “It’s true—we’ve seen it for ourselves!” yet it seems totally impossible? Do you accept what they say, or are you sceptical, because you want proof? 
Perhaps that was how Peter and John felt as they ran to the tomb after Mary Magdalene announced the tomb was empty and didn’t know where the body of the Lord had been taken. Then after Mary had seen the risen Jesus while she waited at the tomb, and ran to tell the disciples the good news: “I have seen the Lord!” they in turn ran to see for themselves—“It can’t really be true, can it?”
Then the risen Jesus comes to where his disciples, all except Thomas and the one who betrayed him, were hiding and said, “Peace be with you.”
They could see with their own eyes, the proof that Jesus was indeed risen from the grave. What Mary had told them was true. Jesus is alive. They see it with their own eyes.

They told Thomas, but he said “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger in the nail marks, and touch the wound in his side, I won’t believe.” 

When Jesus comes among them a week later, at the same place, through locked doors, Thomas sees for himself Jesus is indeed alive. Jesus says: “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
These words of Jesus must have struck a chord with Peter. Peter remembered these words of Jesus to Thomas. Peter, the one who denied Jesus not once but three times, is now standing in front of new Christians and tells them to believe in a new and living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Peter is assuring them that even though they may suffer because of their faith in Jesus, he reassures them of the glorious inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
Peter then continues to tell them that their hope is in Jesus, and he commends their faith as he remembers the words Jesus spoke to Thomas. He says: “Though you have not seen him, you believe in him and are filled with inexpressible joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
This news that Peter gives is not just for people new to the faith, but for our everyday life of faith in Jesus as well. We are reminded as we go through times of grief and trials, of our glorious inheritance and of our hope that comes through Jesus. When you think about it, it is through trials where we are vulnerable, but it is also through trials that we find where our strength and hope is. 
The world is going through a trial now isn’t it? You may be going through suffering because of this virus through loss of job, through close of business, through being isolated away from family, through fear of the unknown. We may feel a bit weak and vulnerable because we don’t know how much longer this thing will last that is affecting our work, our social life, the way we do church even.
Yet amongst all this as people of God, our hope is in something that can never perish, spoil, or fade. God calls us to trust him to supply all our needs. 
God showed how much he loves us and fills our need of salvation, when he sent his Son into the world to be the ransom for our sin. We heard of that extreme love as his Son was left abandoned as he hung on the cross. God loves, not because we deserve it, but because of his grace. In his grace and love he provides all that is necessary for us, and he wants us to have a new life in him, and to give us an inheritance that will never perish, spoil, or fade, so that we can have that new life forever.
This world is spoiled by sin and evil. It is because of sin; death entered this world. So, we cannot live forever in this world as sin stained people. Unfortunately many think this world is all there is—that things just wear out, perish, and fade away. If God left us to our own devices that is what would happen to us. We would remain on a course that leads to self-destruction. 
But God created us for life with him, and that means life forever. Our inheritance is the salvation that is ours through faith in what we have not seen but believe to be true and is revealed to us by God through his word.

Do you ever feel that if you just had a visible sign from Jesus, you would be a much stronger, faith-filled, bold person? It might surprise with how many you talk to say: “If only my faith was stronger.” The one who wrote this letter for us today in our second reading had a moment of fear that made him deny his promise to Jesus: “Lord I will never leave you.” But God is faithful, he knows your weakness, he knows your fear, he knows your struggles and he won’t let you down. As he says to Thomas: “Look see my hands, touch my side, believe in me.”
Jesus never promised the Christian life would be an easy road. But he did promise to be with us always. In times of trial in our lives, we can reflect on how Jesus is present, we can reflect on the glorious promise of hope we have in Jesus and in praise and honour say: “My Lord and my God”.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus has risen from the dead, having won our forgiveness on the Cross and having assured our resurrection on the last day. God has joined us to Christ in our baptism; we have been born again to a living hope. This hope gives us strength and joy during all sorts of trials even in the midst of this pandemic, this Coronavirus. Faith is the sure hope of eternal life that we have in Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

Through faith may you be shielded with God’s power until the coming day of salvation. We live temporary lives enduring many things, but we do so in the hope that one day we will live in permanent peace where God will replace our perishable bodies with our new spiritual bodies, which will never perish, spoil, or fade. As Peter says, ‘Though you have not seen him you love him, even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls”. Amen.
