Notes on the readings, Pentecost 27A
Joshua 24:1-3a,14-25: After the people of Israel had settled in Canaan, Joshua could see that their covenant made by God at Sinai needed renewal. On calling the people together at Shechem he offered them the choice of whom they would serve, the gods of the peoples surrounding them, or the Lord who had formed them as a nation and brought them to the land of promise. Unless obedience were given from a willing heart, it would not be meaningful or lasting. Joshua's discouragement of their profession of willingness was to stop a shallow and false piety offering an easy and shallow commitment which would in time collapse. To ascribe the same power and majesty to the Baals of Canaan which belonged only to the God of Israel alone would be a sin that would bring destruction upon themselves. Their ultimate answer led to a renewed sealing of the covenant which God had made with them.

Amos 5:18-24: Political peace had brought prosperity to Israel just at this time during the reign of King Jeroboam.  Prosperity brought ease, affluence, arrogance and consequential greed to succeed at the expense of the poor and underprivileged. Amos speaks some extremely sharp words of denunciation against the peoples' comfortable assumption that they enjoyed God's favour. The people also liked to believe that 'the day of the Lord' would reveal the Lord's judgment against his enemies. They thought success indicated that God was on their side. Amos lists reasons here why the Lord God of Israel will certainly come at his own appointed time, but many who thought themselves friends would find out to their devastation they were actually his enemies. Herein is a great denunciation of hypocritical half-hearted forms of worship and service to the Lord. Right conduct is an act of true worship rather than simply the outward trappings.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: Paul here reassures new Christians who were worried that those who had died since he had first preached the gospel to them would not meet the Lord at his second coming. He states quite clearly that those who have died in faith will accompany Jesus when he comes to be joined by those who are still alive on the earth. Note that it is the word of the Lord which precipitates this great event. The sound of the trumpet of God could be describing the same exercise of power.

Matthew 25:1-13: In this parable the 'bridegroom' represents the Messiah and the 'maidens' represent professing Christians. That they all slumbered indicates the unexpectedness of the Lord's coming. That the five who had no oil were shut out from the feast teaches that there is a proper time for spiritual preparedness which cannot be put off. The 'wise' were unable to share their oil not because they were selfish, but because it is an unalterable reality that each believer can only believe and act for him- or herself.

