19th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B Church@Home
As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space
We begin

Light your candle

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Sharing
Share your highs and lows for the week. 

We speak Psalm 8

This week, the readings explore how God created us to be in relationship with each other, and with him. In this beautiful song of praise, we hear the amazing news that God created his people to be above everything else on earth. The response (in bold) highlights one verse. As you read this psalm together, think about what this verse might mean.
LORD, our Lord,

    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise. (Ps 8:2a NIV)

You have set your glory

    in the heavens.

Through the praise of children and infants

    you have established a stronghold against your enemies,

    to silence the foe and the avenger.
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.
When I consider your heavens,

    the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,

    which you have set in place,

what is mankind that you are mindful of them,

    human beings that you care for them?
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.
You have made them a little lower than the angels

    and crowned them with glory and honour.

You made them rulers over the works of your hands;

    you put everything under their feet:

all flocks and herds,

    and the animals of the wild,

the birds in the sky,

    and the fish in the sea,

    all that swim the paths of the seas.
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.
LORD, our Lord,

    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise.
We sing LHS 414 God moves in a mysterious way OR God Moves In A Mysterious Way - Graham Kendrick
We pray 
Let’s pray for a child-like faith. 
Loving heavenly Father,
you have made us your own children,
the younger brothers and sisters of your Son, Jesus.
Give us faith like a little child,
so that we ask you for whatever we need
with complete confidence.
We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read:
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 2:18-24
After the reading: 

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

In this reading, we see how woman was created.

· In God’s perfect plan for people, how were man and woman created to be together?

· What happened to the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, after this? (read on in Genesis 3 if you aren’t sure).

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Household Discussion

In the psalm at the start of the service today, we heard that God created people to be just below the angels and to care for all creation. In the Genesis reading, we saw God instituting marriage as part of his divine plan for people. Yet because of sin, we don’t always see this plan worked out in our lives.

· Who was the perfect human being?
· Why does he call us his brothers and sisters?

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
After the gospel:

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ
We sing 
Choose one of these versions of the classic song written for children, which can speak to adults too:
LHS 609 Jesus loves me this I know 


OR Jesus Loves Me - Hillsong Young & Free OR Jesus Loves Me - Future:Past (sign language version)
We confess our faith - The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
Sermon
We sing LHS 589 O Blessed home where man and wife OR LHS 800/AT 172 May we be one – Robin Mann
We pray
Almighty God,
thank you for speaking to us through your Son,
and for making us your daughters and sons.
Lead us to live holy lives
as your holy people.
Help us to show kindness and respect to others,
and to serve all those in need.
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God.’ Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are God's children. Let’s come to him in prayer, knowing that he will hear us.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for joining us together through the gift of families. Please bless each family in your church, as they support each other and look to you with childlike faith for all they need. Bring all people back to your family through your Son, so that we may live together in love and unity, both now and in eternity.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are married, that you will build their commitment and loyalty to each other, and by the power of Christ bring mutual forgiveness and renewal where there is sin.  Strengthen all married people to resist temptations to be unfaithful, heal and renew marriages which are struggling, and prevent anyone from willfully separating what God has joined together.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are divorced and those who have remarried, that they may know your mercy and forgiveness for Jesus' sake.  Give them wisdom and grace in relationships with their former spouse, and help them bring up their children well.  And dear Lord, protect all who are abused in marriage and bring the abuse to an end.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray Lord too for those who wish to marry but who have not yet been able to do so.  Give them firm faith in your constant presence and care, and give them the companionship they need.  Watch over all widows and widowers, and take care of all orphans. Comfort all those who are separated from their loved ones by distance, ill-health or the current COVID restrictions.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you for the rain and sunshine we have enjoyed in good measure, and for the many blessings in this peaceful land.  Please bring peace where there is war and unrest.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Heal all who are sick among us according to your good and gracious will. Comfort those who mourn and let your holy angels uphold and guide them. Lord, we especially pray for [insert your prayers here].
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Loving heavenly Father, you sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins, so that we are able to come before you as your children, your family. Hear our prayer, glorious Lord, that all may know your greatness. We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

You might like to take turns blessing each other.
[Name], go in peace, as God’s dear child.

Thanks be to God.  
We sing the closing song LHS 21 Of the Father’s love begotten OR Rejoice - Emu Music
