Epiphany 5A Word & Prayer
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God 
When you call, the Lord will answer;
when you cry for help, he will say, Here I am.  (Isa 58:9 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Lord, I call to you for help.








In the morning I pray to you. (Psalm 88:13)
I am filled with praise for you,








and proclaim your glory all day long. (Psalm 71:8)
Close your eyes to my sins,








and wipe away all my evil. 
Create a pure heart in me, O God,







and put a new and loyal spirit within me. 
Do not banish me from your presence;







do not take your Holy Spirit away from me.
Give me the joy that comes from your salvation,





and make me eager to please you. (Psalm 51:9-12)
Be gracious, Lord, this day,








and keep us free from sin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord;








have mercy on us.
Let your goodness and love be with us,






as we put our hope in you. (Psalm 33:22)
Listen to my prayer, Lord,








and hear my cry for help.  (Psalm 86:6)
No one who takes refuge in the Lord will be condemned. He hears our cry and forgives us.
Amen.

We sing LHB 355 May we Thy precepts OR This is the Day - CityAlight 
We pray Psalm 112:1-10
Praise the Lord.
Blessed are those who fear the Lord,
    who find great delight in his commands.
Light dawns for the righteous in the darkness. (Ps 112:4)
Their children will be mighty in the land;
    the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses,
    and their righteousness endures forever.
Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,
    for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,
    who conduct their affairs with justice.
Light dawns for the righteous in the darkness. (Ps 112:4)

Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
    they will be remembered forever.
They will have no fear of bad news;
    their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor,
    their righteousness endures forever;
    their horn will be lifted high in honour.
Light dawns for the righteous in the darkness. (Ps 112:4)
The wicked will see and be vexed,
    they will gnash their teeth and waste away;
    the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.
Light dawns for the righteous in the darkness. (Ps 112:4)
We pray an Epiphany prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Let us pray that we are light to those around us. [silence]
Faithful God,
you have called us to be a light shining in the world.
Make us reflect the light of Christ,
so that people see your love and goodness
in our words and actions.
We ask this through your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Isaiah 58:1-12
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Matthew 5:13-20
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          Praise be to you, O Christ 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming poor for our sakes.
Bless us who are poor in spirit,
and make us children of your kingdom.
Amen.
We sing LHB 171 In the cross of Christ OR What a Beautiful Name - Ben Fielding, Brooke Ligertwood
We listen to the address
We confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.
* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'
GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHB 344 Our God is love OR Salt and Light - Lauren Daigle  as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Let us pray.

Wise and merciful God,
thank you for choosing us to be your people.
Teach us to yearn for what is right
and to do what you want us to do.
Use us and our possessions
for your wise and good purposes.
Amen.

We pray for ourselves and the world
Jesus says: You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. We pray now for the world in which we are called to let our light shine; for the people who will see our good deeds; and for the church in which the light of the gospel is proclaimed.
Lord, in your mercy:   hear our prayer.
Provide faithful pastors to preach your good news and to teach your commandments. Strengthen the faith of your people through word and sacrament. Bless the members of our congregation that they may be salt and light in the world. Bring to faith those who do not yet know you.
Lord, in your mercy:   hear our prayer.
Have mercy on all nations, and bless our own land. Bring honesty and justice, peace and safety everywhere. Bless and protect people in work and leisure.

Lord, in your mercy:   hear our prayer.
Comfort those who are suffering, downcast or oppressed. Lift up the fallen and satisfy the needs of the hungry, refugees, the homeless and those who lack even basics such as clothing. Help all who are in any trouble.

Lord, in your mercy:   hear our prayer.
(other petitions may be inserted here)

Father, your Son is the light shining in the darkness of our world. Teach us to love one another as you love us, so that we may bring peace and joy to the world. Hear our prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
Go in peace, for you have received the Spirit sent by God.
Thanks be to God.
We sing LHB 54 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross OR We Will Go (Send Us) - Emu Youth
