Notes on the Readings, First Sunday in Advent, Year C
Jeremiah 33:14-16: Weak and vacillating leadership by the current king of Judah was leading the nation into disobeying the will of the Lord, and consequently they were heading towards his judgment. Jeremiah stood up against the popular political swell of support for this movement of the court towards national disaster. This brought down on him universal anger and hatred. Yet he could see ahead to a time when, despite what judgments God would bring, there would arise a Messianic King, a shoot from the present fallen stump of the house of David. This King would rule in perfect righteousness. His kingdom would therefore also carry that name of ‘righteousness’. Jesus the Christ is the true fulfilment of this prophecy.

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13: We receive here an insight into Paul’s love and concern for his converts. It led him to be overjoyed when he heard reports of living which was worthy of the gospel. His desire to return personally to affirm and confirm the Thessalonians in their faith was prominent in his prayers. He also offers the prayer here that the love of which he had heard might increase yet again and that the hope of the Lord’s glorious return might encourage and spur them on to even greater strengths in holiness.

Luke 21:25-36: These awesome happenings, as the disintegrating universe announces the coming of the Lord, strike terror upon the people of the earth. However, they bring joy and eager expectation to Christ’s believing people. The signs of the times need to be observed and read with due care, then, so that those who love their Lord are prepared. It is possible for both the pleasures and worries of life to divert even believers from their spiritual readiness. Therefore sharp watchfulness and earnest prayer are called for. This is indeed the word of the Lord.
