Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 21B
God's word says, 'Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him.' Let us likewise pray to our heavenly Father who loves all his children.

Dear heavenly Father: thank you for sending Jesus your Son to carry in his own soul our sins, and to suffer for us and with us.  Thank you that because of him nobody prays to you in vain, but that through him you comfort the sorrowful and strengthen sufferers.  Turn us to you in faith and prayer when we suffer and when we see others suffer.  Help us rest in your divine wisdom rather than demanding rational explanations.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray dear Father for all who suffer because they bear Christ's name.  Let no trial shake their faith or embitter their hearts, but keep them faithful and true.  Relieve the suffering of people in Israel and Palestine, and bring reconciliation and peace wherever there is conflict.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are wronged or oppressed in any way - defend them from despair and anger.  Give courage to those whose hopes are shattered, those who are left behind and forgotten, and those who are alone and afraid.  Befriend and comfort them, and stay with them always.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are homeless, and for all refugees and prisoners.  Give them hope and the home they need.  Release those trapped by addiction and evil habits, and give peace to those suffering from depression and mental illness.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who struggle to do your will, dear Father, but who falter continually, and for those who would follow Jesus but are afraid of his cross.  Give them strength and grant them victory.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless our church as it ministers the gospel of our suffering Saviour.  Uphold our Bishop (insert name) and District Bishop (insert name).  Guide our College of Bishops as they assign graduates into the ministry, and give patience to those parishes who are in the call process.  Open our hearts to hear your call to serve here in our congregation.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who suffer sickness and disease, those who suffer through disability or advancing age, and those who face the darkness of death.  Relieve pain and discomfort, and sustain them by faith in Christ and the hope of the resurrection.  Bring healing to all in our congregation who are unwell, sustain those who care for them, and meet the needs of those we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, make us rejoice in every experience, however difficult, by which you teach us humility and faith, sympathy and prayer for those who suffer.  We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

