NOTES ON THE READINGS

ISAIAH 5:1-7: Right through history God had done a lot of work to fashion a nation of people (Abraham's descendants) to shine to his glory amidst the darkness of fallen humanity. Isaiah here compares God's love to a husband's love for his wife and God's work to the care a vigneron freely lavishes on his vines. Thus God tended this people. Can anyone understand, then, the capricious sinfulness of God's people? While you would expect right to prevail in Israel and Judah, yet you would find only innocents' rights trampled on, even with bloodshed. While you would expect holy obedience after all that work of God, yet all the evidence you would find would be despair from the downtrodden. Sour grapes indeed, as the Lord surveyed his vineyard.
JEREMIAH 23:23-29: The Lord, in these words of Jeremiah, denounces the dreams and visions with which false prophets were misleading people of Jerusalem and Judah. They acted as if the God of the universe were quite unaware and of no account. As their dreams and visions were merely their own produce, they were no better than lies. Their messages, pitched to public popularity with neither truth nor moral fibre, caused people to forget God. God's word, faithfully delivered, is more likely to break and shatter human vanity than to please. What an awesome answerability the word from God creates!
HEBREWS 11:29 - 2:2: The writer touches on the faith of heroes of the faith from the Exodus to Maccabean times. He shows how the faith of certain judges, prophets, kings, exiles and martyrs drove them forward, never allowing them to give up their loyalty to the Lord. For all their confidence, obedience and endurance, they did not receive the clear message of the fulfilled messianic redemptive promises as we have. Yet their perfected place which God has accorded them amongst his people is not apart from ours. They are like a crowd of spectators cheering us on, and lending their experiences to us as we run our Christian race. We need to shed every hindrance and keep our eyes solely on Jesus, who having run the race himself for us for our salvation awaits us at the finishing line.
LUKE 12:49-56: Jesus' disciples were not to think that his preaching and work would bring a period of peace and universal love. Strife would come as the gospel would meet with bitter enmity. Christ himself would have to go through a terrible outpouring (baptism) of suffering. His gospel would bring dissension and division even within families. Human hypocrisy allows people to be expert in preparing for the ordinary things of life. However, when it comes to applying God's word to the times, the same eagerness is absent.
