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“It doesn’t matter who you are or where you come from.  
Every child deserves a good beginning.  

This will give them the hope and confidence needed in their life” 
 
 

Lutheran Christian Foundation of Thailand 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear Supporters and friends 
 
Happy new year ! 
You are today holding a new edition of Diakonia News .  
We are sending it out to all of you who have been involved in our work in any ways, 
by visiting us, by donated money, equipment, or by giving us second hand items for 
us to use or sell. Your support is hightly valuable for us. In this newsletter, you can 
read stories from our different projects.  
 

 

 

First we would like to introduce our project: We make dreams come true.  
 

1. Home of Grace is a temporary shelter for women who face difficulties due to 
their pregnancy. 
 

2. Immanuel Hostel is a dormitory in Ubon Ratchathani province that provides 
scholarships and accommodation for secondary and high school students with 
good grades who come from underprivileged families and who live far away 
from a good local school. 

 
3. La On Siam is a dormitory in Chiang Rai that provides scholarships and 

accommodation for secondary and high school students from different hill 
tribes in the mountains around Chiang Rai.  
 

4. Home of Praise is a nursery placed under the highway at the heart of Klong 
Toey community in Bangkok. The nursery provides care for children age 6 
months to 4.5 years old. 

 
5. Home of Praise 1:Immanuel takes care of underprivileged children from 1-

4.5 years, providing teaching on an age appropriate curriculum and 
providing scholarships.  
 

6. Hope for families helps underprivileged families. Our focus is to help and 
support children and youth to go to school. We want to give them opportunities 
to get an education and to improve their quality of life. We also works with 
marginalized, low-income senior citizens and HIV-positive persons. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
Home of Grace 

Every woman seeking for help from Home of Grace 
has a different story to tell. Being a single mother 
isn’t easy; in addition to practical problems feelings of 
shame and embarrassment are often included in the 
situation. Our mission here at the Home of Grace is 
to offer protection and practical help. We also want to 
ensure all mothers that every baby is a gift from our 
Heavenly Father and every mother is valuable and 
worth of love and respect.  
Nok came to Home of Grace to seek for a place to 
stay in October. She used to work as a masseuse in 
Malaysia. Nok used contraception but still got 
pregnant. When she got pregnant her boyfriend left 
her and she felt very lonely. She had nowhere to go. 
Both her mother and grandmother has already 
passed away.  Nok had to leave her work because of 
pregnancy and now she also found herself in a 
situation of having no money.  
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Home of Grace was a familiar place for Nok since her friend stayed here seven 
years ago. When she got in the same situation she remembered the place. Nok took 
the bus to Bangkok and on the way she was hoping and praying that Home of Grace 
would still be there. She called them and she was gladly welcomed to stay  here. 
Nok says she’s very happy that she knew a place  to come and she wants to try to 
take care of her baby. Nowthe baby is in a foster family as Nok has to earn some 
money to be able to support her child. Nok is hoping that in three years she could 
live together with her child. 

Immanuel Hostel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustration Photo 

 
 
“My name is Bie I came to 
stay in Immanuel hostel 
when I was 13 years old. If I 
hadn’t got this opportunity to come and stay in the hostel, I would  not been able to 



study at high school level today, because my family is very poor. At the moment, I’m 
in my last year in High school, art and language department in the “Forest School” in 
Ubon (North East Thailand). 
My mother and father have 4 children, all of us are in school age. My older brother 
and sister had to quit school and start to work, helping my parents to get income to 
the family, and to give me the opportunity to study further. 
When I got the opportunity to stay in Immanuel hostel it also helped my family a lot, 
because they didn’t need to pay for my study anymore. For the first time my family 
are able to save some money to build a house for us to stay in. Before we did not 
have our own house, but now we are building one, but it is still not finished. I have 
learned a lot during these 6 years living in Immanuel hostel. About how to live my 
life, to make good choices, to live a happy life, to be a responsible person in the 
society, how to get a good future etc. I have also learned about God and Jesus. I 
want to thank all of you who have made it possible for me to stay in Immanuel 
hostel”. 

                                      .  

La-On Siam 
 
“My name is Sik. I’m from the Akha hill tripe in Chiang Rai. My family lives in 
Myanmar. My parents have 8 children, but three of my older siblings have died. 
When I was 2 years old, I got very sick and my parents were afraid I was going to 
die too. The traditional medicine didn’t work and they did not have money to bring 
me to a proper hospital. My father suggested to sell me to foreigners, because he 
was afraid I would die if I stayed with them. My mum said no, and they had a big 
fight about this. One reason why my parents were so poor was that my dad did not 
work, he was home smoking heroin, leaving my mum to work alone. My mum 
worked very hard, even when she was many months pregnant. After this big fight, 
my dad still tried to sell me, and my mum decided  to send me away to prevent it. 
She sent me to my uncle in Thailand and I stayed there with them from I was around 
2 years old.  I got a new 
family in Thailand, but it was 
not my real family, and I 
always had the feeling that 
my new parents didn’t love 
me. When I came to my new 
family, I soon had to work. I 
had to sell flowers in the 
evenings. If I coudnt find any 
byers, my uncle would hit me. I 
was always afraid of 
being hit and I had to keep 
my tears for fear. I had to be 
strong and bear it because 
I had no place to go. One 
day I was hit so badly that I had to go and stay in the hospital, when I came out I did 
not dare to go home and went to stay with someone else. After a while my uncle 
came to see me and to say that he was sorry for what he had done to me. I was so 



happy that day. I went back to stay with them, but still I did not feel loved. One day 
the leader of LaOn Siam, khun Koy came to visit our village and invited me to stay in 
the hostel. I went to stay there when I started in secondary school. In LaOn Siam I 
felt free and secure. Now my uncle could not hit me anymore. Now I have money to 
go to school every day, good food to eat and new friends. LaOn Siam gave me a 
new life. I also learned about Jesus and I got baptized. I have learned so many 
things at the hostel.  
In the beginning I was ashamed about my past and didn’t tell anybody about my life, 
but now I change my mind. I want to tell my story because it is a witness in how God 
has helped me and change my life. 
I want to thank all the supporters of LaOn Siam, who made it possible for me to live 
here and to get a new life. I’m very happy now. I will repay you by doing my best. 
Thank you  
 

Home of Praise 
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Why did Faa suddenly stop coming to Home of Praise kindergarten? The mother 
says they moved her to another kindergarten, but she wants her youngest sister to 
start in ours, together with the middle one who is already enjoying kindergarten life.  
We know that she has three children. 19 years old and mother to three girls 1,2, and 
3 years old. She lives with her husband and her mother. The husband is 21 years 
old and works as a messenger. The days he is lucky and gets work, he can earn 
300- 500THb a day, but as a messenger he doesn’t get work every day.  The 
teachers at Home of Praise kindergartens visit families that have applied to our 
kindergarten before they can start, to see how the family lives and decide which 
family needs it the most. We also visit after half a year to evaluate how the family is 
doing, and what they think of the kindergarten. This family we had visited before and 
knew that the house often is messy, but when we come today, she is not home even 
though we have called in advanced and made plans. Then the grandmother comes 
and wants us to visit her new boyfriend’s house because that is nicer. We decide to 



wait for the mother and after a while she comes. We wait a little more while she tries 
to make space for us. She throws out some garbage, and we can come in. She sits 
down on their double mattress. The mattress has no bedlinen, and with three 
children without diapers and a dog living their lives on the double mattress. The 
smell of urine hits us as we enter the room. We wonder where to sit down in 
between all the dirty clothes and unwashed dishes and cutlery. 
We ask about Fern, and the mother tells us that another family is taking care of her. 
They cannot get a baby on their own, so they can take care of mine, she says. 
Without any expression in her face she explains the reality that she cannot take care 
of her children herself. Two ladies living together has taken Fern to live with them. I 
ask if they take good care of Fern, and she answers what she thinks I want to hear. 
They don’t give her snacks. She answers this because last time I visited, we said 
that Fern needed some real food and not just snacks. Fern sometimes comes and 
visits her family, but she never spends the night there. She lives nearby in the slum. 
Then suddenly the grandmother comes with Faa. She is drinking coconut milk.  
 
Only the youngest lives with the family now. The grandmother takes care of the 
eldest girl. The mother brings the youngest girl with her to work. She doesn’t have 
her own work. She helps her husband. Let us together help this little girl so she 
doesn’t need to go to work with her mother. Let us change her life so she can dream 
of a future.  

Home of Praise 1:Immanuel 
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Davan is a 3 years old boy who lives with his mum in Klong Toey community. They 
are poor and live in a very small room where they have to share bathroom with other 
families. His parents are divorced, his dad has a new wife and does not take any 
responsibility for Davan. His mother has a very low income and the income is not 



regular. She has a heart problem and also cancer. She need to see the doctor every 
month. Davan is lucky. He goes to Immanuel Day Nursery. Here he stays for free, 
only paying a symbolic sum for the food. In the nursery, he gets a healthy meal 
every day and also milk and fruit. Every day he also gets milk to bring home to drink 
in the evening. Davan is a cheerful and talkative boy who his mum loves very much. 
He loves to stay in Immanuel Day Nursery, playing with friends and learn. He is very 
eager to learn! His mother is very thankful to Immanuel Day Nursery who gives her 
son an opportunity to learn and play in a safe and caring place. 

Hope for Families 
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Ton is a 2 years old boy who gets milk support from Hope for families project. He 
attends Home of Praise nursery. Ton has three older siblings and one younger. His 
dad is from Laos and is a motorbike driver delivering gasbottles. His daily salary is 
300 bath (less than 8 Euro) in addition he gets 5 bath for every gas tank he 
delivers. Ton’s mother is from Thailand and is home looking after her three youngest 
children, including Ton. The two oldest children stay with her former husband in the 
country side.  
One morning in October teachers from Home of Praise went to visit Ton’s family 
around 10 am, to interview his mother since she had applied for a place in the 
kindergarten for her youngest child. Ton, his two siblings and his mother were 
waiting for them in the rented room where they live. It was a very small room nearby 
Home of Praise. Their dad was working, he does not have any day off. When we 
arrived, Ton was crying very much, his mother said it was probably because he was 
hungry, they had not eaten breakfast that morning. They were waiting for the dad to 
come home with food, but he had to work first to earn money to pay for the food. 
The teachers felt sorry for the family and after they finished the interview they 
bought some breakfast for the family. 
After this meeting, we decided to enroll Tons brother in the nursery, and their mum 
got therefore an opportunity to work to help to get income to the family. Today she 
works part time in a local restaurant.  
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Khun Lek is an 84 year old woman with a mental problem. She is not very strong 
anymore. Despite of this she has to work very hard to get income to her family. She 
lives together with her husband and daughter in a rice field. Her daughter is more 
than 50 years old. Khun Lek she can almost not hear and they have had a difficult 
time in the past. Her husband has to bring her to the doctor every month. After the 
local church got to know her and her family, they have been visiting her regularly, to 
talk to her and encourage her. Now she gets healthy food and some financial 
support through our diaconal program Hope for families. Because of this Khun Lek 
feels her and her family life is become much easier.  
     

Thank you for your prayers and support 
 

For future support please use : 
Account name: Lutheran Christian foundation,  

Bangkok Bank, Branch Bangchak, saving account No 179-4-61647-2 
 

For Norwegians please use: 
Gavekomto til NMS 8220 02 85057 merk Thailand 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


