Palm Sunday Morning Worship
We gather

Your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation,
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zech 9:9 NIV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
We sing a processional hymn  
[during which children or adults in the congregation may process into the church waving palm branches, led by the pastor/worship leader. Palms should be laid near the altar but not blocking access.]

Friends in Christ: 
For the five weeks of Lent 
we have been preparing 
for the celebration of our Lord's suffering and death. 
Today, together with the whole church, 
we begin this holy week by welcoming our Messiah. 
So, like the people of long ago, 
let us welcome Jesus 
and follow him to the cross.

Let us pray. 

Lord, as we remember how Christ the King 
entered Jerusalem to the sound of joyful shouts, 
increase our faith 
and listen to our prayers, 
so that we may praise you every day, 
by living always in him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Gospel for Palm Sunday: Matthew 21:1-11 
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
    ‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”
The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Psalm 118:1,2, 19-29 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord
    through which the righteous may enter.
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvellous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
Lord, save us!
    Lord, grant us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    From the house of the Lord we bless you. to the horns of the altar.
The Lord is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
You are my God, and I will praise you;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
We sing 
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray
Almighty and eternal God,
you sent your Son, our Saviour,
to take our nature on himself
and to suffer and die on the cross.
Lead us to follow
the example of his great humility,
and bring us to share in his resurrection.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 31:9-16
Epistle Reading Philippians 2:5-11
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

The Gospel for Passion Sunday Matthew 27:11-54
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ, Lamb of God.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for suffering and dying for us.
Remember us and save us. 
Amen.
We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
We dwell in the word [Sermon]
We sing during which our offerings are received
We thank God for his gifts
Thank you, loving Father,
that your Son was obedient all the way to the cross,
and suffered and died for us.
Make us humble and self-giving,
serving others as he served us. 
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
Jesus willingly submitted to suffer in our place. Let us pray to God our Father, and place in his hands the suffering of the world. 

Heavenly Father: we pray for your church on earth, that all Christians may bear their cross and follow Jesus. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for those who have no faith, like the crowds. Bless the witness of your church this holy week that the word of your Son’s death and resurrection may be clearly portrayed before the world.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for those who have sinned, like Peter. 

Teach us to be sorry for our sins, and forgive us for Jesus' sake.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for prisoners and criminals like Barabbas.

May they find true freedom by changing the way they live.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for people in government, like Pilate.

May they be responsible and serve truth and justice.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for those who are dying, like the thieves who died with Jesus.

May they die with Jesus by their side, and be received into your kingdom.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for parents like Mary who have lost a child.

May they bear their suffering and know the comfort of your love.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

We pray for the whole human race, that we may all come to know Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer

Father, may the suffering and death of Jesus lighten the burdens of all those who suffer. Lead us in the way of the cross, so that, as we suffer with Jesus, we may rise to life in his glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

May Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself,

so that you may find in him the assurance of sins forgiven

and the gift of eternal life; . . .

Go in peace and have the same humble attitude as our Lord.

Thanks be to God.

We sing the closing song 
