Liturgy and Prayers – Mid-Week Lenten Service 3, Year B

Opening sentence

No one would even look at him;
we ignored him as if he were nothing.

But he endured the suffering that should have been ours,
the pain that we should have borne.
All the while we thought that his suffering was punishment sent by God.
But because of our sins he was wounded,
beaten because of the evil we did.
We are healed by the punishment he suffered,
made whole by the blows he received.

All of us were like sheep that were lost,
each of us going our own way.
But the Lord made the punishment fall on him,
the punishment all of us deserved.  (Isa 53:3b-6 TEV)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray that Jesus will live in our hearts.
(Silent prayer)
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have given your life to redeem us,
yourself for our example,
your word for our rule,
your love for our guide,
your body on the cross for our sin.
Enter our hearts
and take possession of them,
and live with us forever;
for you live and reign
with the Father and the Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Prayer after the First Passion Reading:

(Silent meditation followed by:)
Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
By a perversion of justice he was taken away, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
So he did not open his mouth.
Prayer after the Second Passion Reading:

(Silent meditation followed by:)
A young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.
But Peter was following him at a distance,
in order to see how this would end.
They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled.
But Peter was following him at a distance,
in order to see how this would end. 

Prayers after the Sermon

Prayers may be preceded by this response:
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.
Prayers may be selected from the following:
Lord Jesus,
you have called us to follow you,
and through the power of your Spirit,
we try to respond in faith and obedience.
Keep us from growing cold in our love
and ceasing to follow you,
and preserve us from following so far behind
that in times of trial
we are led to deny you.
In your name we pray.
Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ,
we condemn the unfairness and injustice
of your condemnation.
Save us from all hatred and bad feeling
against our neighbours,
so that we do not crucify you again
by unjustly accusing you
in our fellow human beings;
we ask this for the sake of your name.
Amen.
Teach us, good Lord,
to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost;
to fight the good fight of faith
and not to heed the wounds;
to toil and not to seek for rest;
to labour and to ask for no reward,
except to know that we do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
We pray to you, O God,
for all who are worn out by illness,
all who are wronged and oppressed,
all who are suffering for righteousness’ sake,
for the weary and heavy-laden,
and for the aged and the dying,
that they may all be strengthened by your might,
consoled by your love,
and cherished by your fatherly kindness.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, for your tender mercy’s sake,
do not take account of our sins,
but forgive what is past
and help us to amend our lives,
to decline from sin
and incline to virtue,
so that we may walk
with a perfect heart in your presence,
now and forever.
Amen.
Merciful Father,
grant us the life-giving power
of your Holy Spirit,
so that in whatever cross you lay upon us
we may recognise your fatherly discipline,
accept it with patience,
and endure it with cheerfulness;
through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
O Lord, support us all the day long
of this troubled life,
until the shadows lengthen
and the evening comes,
the busy world is hushed,
the fever of life is over,
and our work is done.
Then, Lord, in your mercy,
grant us a safe lodging,
a holy rest,
and peace at last;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Soul of Christ,
sanctify me.
Body of Christ,
save me.
Blood of Christ,
refresh me.
Water from the side of Christ,
wash me.
Suffering of Christ,
strengthen me.
O dear Jesus,
hear me.
Within your wounds
hide me.
And in your love
embrace me.
From the evil of the enemy
defend me.
In the hour of my death,
call me
to come to you.
Call me,
that I may praise you with your saints
in all eternity. Amen.
Dismissal

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you/us all.
Amen.
Silent Prayer
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