Visual Arts at Christmas
Colours

From Christmas Eve (traditionally sunset, or from the first service for Christmas Eve), and throughout the twelve days of Christmas until Epiphany, use white paraments and vestments. White symbolises joy, purity and glory. Gold is the most appropriate colour for fringes and designs on the white background. Gold and green may also be used to supplement white in decorating the church. White flowers are especially appropriate.

Flowers and Displays

Flowers: 

1) A large white arrangement with a touch of red. Or 

2) A white arrangement in the shape of a star. Gladioli can be used for the points of the star, with smaller flowers such as daisies or carnations in the centre of the arrangement. This can be placed in a floral bat and attached to a stand. Or 

3) A star, the shape outlined with umbrella grass, and white flowers placed inside. (There are two ideas for stars in Church Flowers with a Message by Agnes Ritter; however, the flowers for the star could be only white.)

Displays: 

1) Use the floral arrangement in the second suggestion above with a white drape attached to the stand, and a nativity scene displayed beneath it. Or 

2) A Christmas tree with the nativity scene beneath it. The nativity scene could be set up to resemble Bethlehem, with plants and so on added to make it lifelike.

Symbols for Christmas

The following symbols may be used for decoration during Christmas, eg on banners or in bulletins.

· Manger (with crown)

· Candle

· Heraldic angel

· Chi rho  This consists of the first two letters of the Greek for 'Christ'. It can take various forms, and can be depicted in gold. The simplest form of chi rho looks like a 'P' with an 'X' superimposed on its stem. This can be elaborated by adding a cross-bar, which with the stem of the 'P' forms a cross. Or an alpha and omega may be added, and the stem of the 'P' made into an anchor shape, thus indicating that Christ is the beginning and the end and our hope.

· IHC (name of Jesus)  These letters represent the first three letters of the Greek form of the name 'Jesus'. A modern equivalent could be JESUS (in capitals).

· Messianic rose  This symbol, which can also be used for Advent, can consist of a five-petalled white rose. It is a symbol of the promised Messiah; see John 4:25, Isaiah 35:1, Song of Solomon 2:1; also LH 622 (TIS 294) Behold, a rose is growing.

Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree can help to highlight the festival and season of Christmas by featuring light and other Christmas symbols. Both the tree and the manger scene (see below under 'Manger scene') are especially significant for children (and for the child who continues to live in us all).

Here are some suggestions:

· Put the tree itself up for the service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.

· Add the decorations after the service on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, in time for Christmas Eve - Chrismons could be used, although the traditional bright decorations are also appropriate.

· Switch on the lights at the midnight candle-light service.

· Leave the tree up until after the service on Epiphany.

· Dispose of the tree or save the trunk and use it to make a cross for Good Friday.

Manger Scene

Here are some suggestions for the manger scene:

· If there is a manger scene, try to have it elevated and clearly visible to the children in the congregation.

· At some time over the Christmas season, invite the children to come and have a look, perhaps after the service or as part of the children's address time.

· Consider making a life-size manger scene.

· Erect the scene at the entrance to the church, where all may see it as they come into the church.

· Use figures in the scene that have been made by members of the congregation or Sunday school.

· Consider setting up the scene progressively. For example:

Advent 1: Erect the stable

Advent 2: Add the sheep and cattle

Advent 3: Add the manger

Advent 4: Add Mary and Joseph

Christmas: Add the infant Jesus, the angels and the shepherds

Epiphany: Add the wise men.

· Use the suggestion given below under 'Drama', 'Procession to the manger scene', for a procession to the manger scene as a part of one of the Christmas services.

Candles
Carols by candle-light are a traditional part of Australian Christmas, even if it is still broad daylight when we are using them! If observing a Christmas Eve service after sunset, however, it makes good sense to take the opportunity to use candle-light. Here are some suggestions:

· Hand-held candles

A convenient arrangement for hand-held candles is to have a long thin candle inserted into a circle of cardboard with a hole in the middle to protect hands from drips. Candles for this purpose may be bought quite cheaply. As a quicker alternatives to the cardboard circles, paper serviettes may be used. Without unfolding the serviette, placed it over the curled hand (thumb on top), and the candle pressed down into the hand and clenched by the fingers. This causes the serviette to fan out around the candle and effectively catches the drips.

However, there are drawbacks with using long thin candles - for instance, they drip onto the carpet (always a concern for cleaners) and they cannot be put down. As an alternative, consider using the small cheap tea-light candles. Purchase inexpensive clear drinking glasses (which can be reused each year), and place the lighted tea-light into the base of the glass. This way, there are no drips, the candles can be put down safely, and the candle will last for a full service.

· Pew candles
Some congregations have discovered an effective way of decorating their church for festivals by making a set of candle poles that can be screwed onto the aisle end of each pew. The poles should be higher than head height (2 metres or more when fixed onto the pews). A spike can be fixed to the top of each pole for a candle to be inserted or a hole can be made. Small foil pie plates or nut bowls can be put on top of each pole to catch the drips.

