Proper 18C Prayer of the Church (alternative)
In the power of the Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus, let us pray to God our Father in heaven for the church, the world and all in need.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for setting us free from slavery to sin through Jesus. Thank you that he paid the full price for the sins of the whole world on the cross.  Thank you for forgiving us in his name, and for adopting us as your own sons and daughters for Jesus' sake.

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Help us Lord to forgive one another, even when that costs a great deal. Guide us on the path of reconciliation, as Paul encouraged Philemon and Onesimus. Help us to be bold enough to seek the forgiveness of others when we wrong them, even when it costs us our pride and puts us at risk of rejection. 

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Free those who are unjustly imprisoned, Lord.  Release people enslaved by drugs and destructive habits.  And give a new home to all refugees.  Move us to stand up for the weak and vulnerable, and turn us away from apathy over the suffering of others.

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
We pray for the earth and for all its creatures.  Protect it from damage and sustain its productivity so that the world may be fed.  Help us take good care of the earth's treasures, and turn us away from greed and waste.

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
We pray for the Lutheran Church of Australia.  Build the church strong for future generations, and grow our mission to all nations.  Help us not to count the cost of following you, but instead to support your church with the money and services it needs. Turn us away from faltering commitment and selfishness.

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.

Bless all fathers, so that their love may be tender and strong, and so they may lead their children to know and do what is good, living not for themselves, but for God and for others. Move in the hearts of fathers who do not treat their children with love and kindness, and lead them to repentance, and heal the wounds of children who have been abused or mistreated. 

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Lord, have mercy on all who are sick, facing surgery, or in any other need. Move us to care for everyone who needs love and support, and turn us away from despair when trouble comes to us. We pray for those personally known to us in challenging situations and whom we now name silently in our hearts… (brief silence)

Lord, we look to you for help:

Hear us in the name of Jesus.
Father, give strength to all who turn to you. Help us not to look back once we have set our hands to the plough, but enable us faithfully to carry out the great commission you have given us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
