Notes on the Readings, Easter 7A
ACTS 1:6-14: Pious Jews knew the often repeated theme of Old Testament prophecy that Israel would one day be restored to be at the centre of a world-wide kingdom of God. The question the eleven asked Jesus as to the timing of this was answered by Jesus with the direction to await the promised coming of the Holy Spirit. Then they would take the gospel out into all the world. After the visible ascension of the Lord they returned to Jerusalem to await his promise in constant prayer.

1 PETER 4:12-14; 5:6-11: The Christians to whom Peter was writing were experiencing a 'fiery ordeal' of reactive persecution to their active Christian testimony and witness. He comforts them with the truth that the 'glory' (the presence of God among the Old Testament Israelites) would follow their suffering not only when Christ returned, but would be made clear by the witness of the Holy Spirit amid their present trouble. God's care would most assuredly follow upon their trust. Resistance to the wiles and traps of the devil would be followed by restoration and strengthening by the hand of God himself.

JOHN 17:1-11: This high-priestly prayer of our Lord reflects his certain knowledge of his Father's will. The Father was glorified in Christ's incarnation, his earthly ministry, his death and resurrection. His work on this earth is now complete, in which the Father has been glorified. He asks for glorification in his return to the presence of the Father as it always was in eternity. The words of Jesus, both which he taught to his disciples and which they in turn will teach, will make the name of the Father known. In this prayer Jesus prays that they we may be protected and also that they may be one.

