Prayer of the Church – Easter 5C

God's glory is revealed through our crucified and risen Lord Jesus who will one day come to make all things new.  So let us offer our sacrifice of prayer in his name as we pray for the church and for the world, responding to the words ‘God of power and might’ with ‘come and make all things new’.
Dear Father, thank you for making your love for the world known through the sacrifice of our Lord on the cross, and by his glorious resurrection from the dead.  Give your people the will and strength to love each other as Christ has loved us, burying sin by mercy and forgiveness, and bringing to life righteousness and peace by faith and hope.  Move our congregation to express such love in our life together.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Guide the church throughout the world in all truth and in loving service.  Give courage and firm faith to those who are persecuted or suffer violence because they follow Christ.  And dear Father, make your love known to others through the love and life of your people.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Have mercy on the world and purify what is sinful and unclean.  Forgive those who've sinned sexually, financially or by abuse of power, and direct them into right paths.  Help all married couples to live in marriage as you intended it and grant your healing and renewal to relationships that are in trouble.
God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Bring reconciliation and harmony between all races, cultures and nations.  Stop all crime and bring to justice those who've done wrong.  Guide all in power to serve our country well, and bring all it people to honour and respect those you have placed over us.  Prosper all rightful work, eradicate hunger and disease, and let the earth be kind to us in her provision of sun and rain.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Lord, you share our tears and wipe them away.  Let all who need comfort and healing receive them from you.  Give strong faith and patient hope to all who are not well, [particularly (insert names)].  Support them in their need and give strength to those who help them.  
God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Father in heaven, as you raised Jesus Christ to be the firstfruits of the resurrection, raise up all the world to be a new creation in him, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all glory and honour, now and for ever.  Amen.
