The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Proper 25, Year A
Matthew 22:34-46
We fall silent in the presence of simple beauty or raw power. In awe we close our mouths to drink in the scene before us. Silence honours greatness. We also offer silence to the suffering and grieving, for there are no words that we have that can alleviate that kind of pain. Silence is how we reaction when we have been completely outwitted. We fall dumbstruck when our views are dismantled. 
The Sadducees were silenced by the deep truth of Jesus’ words, that there is a resurrection of the dead (Mt 22:31, 32). Silence never lasts long, and so into the quiet the Pharisees speak. Full of confidence that where the Sadducees failed, they will succeed. They had come to test Jesus with a question designed to trip Him, so that His own words condemn Him for blasphemy, and they can silence Him under a hail of stones. 

The Pharisees send in their top man, a lawyer, an expert in the Law of God. He pitches his question at Jesus, asking Him which is the great commandment in the Law of God. This is the bait that will trap Him, so they think. Jesus has shown a tendency to reject the traditions of the Pharisees, surely, He will give an answer different than what they teach and they can nail Him.
But the answer Jesus gives is perfect. There is no error in His words. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Jesus’ answer cannot be faulted, not by the lawyer or by anyone else in the crowd. It is the commandment of God that everyone must love Him with their whole soul and heart and mind—with all their powers—and that they love their neighbour as themselves. If these two commandments are kept then the one who does them has the approval of God. The blessing of the Lord is with them. Jesus’ brief summation of the Law of God silences everyone in the crowd. 
But why? Is the lawyer frustrated that Jesus has escaped the trap? Is the whole crowd in awe of the simplicity with which Jesus boils down the commands of God? Or, are they all silenced by guilt, because none of them can keep God’s Law even when it is shaped in the positive language of love.
In Romans, the Spirit says that love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom. 13:10). All the commands of God depend on love. If they are not done out of love, they are contrary to God and those works are nothing. 

And so, we see that the keeping of God’s commandments is not just a matter of doing the right thing and avoiding the wrong. It is not just about keeping the exact wording and going no further. God is love and His commands are an expression of His will that we would love Him and those around us. 
For example, the command to worship God—the Third Commandment—is the Lord calling us to hear and receive the Word of God in the Divine Service on a Sunday morning. But this command does not override the need of our neighbour whom we find laying on the road on our way to worship. If we drive around him to get to church on time, where is love? We love the neighbour by helping him in his need and in this way, we love God. 
To love one’s neighbour is to keep the First Commandment, for to love God is to love our neighbour. 
To love with our whole heart is to love willingly and gladly and do everything God demands of us. That kind of person says, “God, whatever You would command me to do I shall do it joyfully. No matter what hardship You send my way I shall love You. No matter how miserable my neighbour is, I shall love them.” 
To love with one’s soul is to love with every fibre of our being, every minute of our day, every thought, every word and everything I do. 
To love with our whole mind is to surrender your reason and your logic to God. It is to let God fill it with His Spirit filled Word so that meditating on it you may always be able to discern how to love. 
But our minds are corrupted with the words of this world. Words that demand we accept our society’s commandments on what is right and wrong, obey what it says love looks like. And so, our hearts are torn between the words of the world and the Word of God.  

In the face of this command from Jesus, we all fall silent, just like the crowd did, knowing we have not loved like that. No one has that kind of love. 

If we could love as Jesus is demanding of us, we would need no other commands. We would be holy, righteous and godly people. We would be like Adam and Eve before the fall into sin, who knew exactly what it meant to love God and each other, and they did not have the Ten Commandments written on stone. Instead, the Lord scribed His commands on their hearts and souls and minds. Their whole life was an expression of love to their Creator, to their spouse and Creation itself. 

That was the joy of paradise. Then came the Fall, when Adam and Eve sinned and all things become corrupted. And that is where we are—corrupted, fallen people. 
The Law of God silences all our excuses. But the Law does not silence faith. We come in repentance to our Lord and Saviour. We come confessing the coldness of our hearts. We come to receive forgiveness from Jesus, who in silence suffered on the cross for our sins. 
Jesus went to His death like a lamb to the slaughter, but His dying was or us, in our place. This speaks volumes about God’s love for sinners like you and me. God loves us with His whole being. God gave His most precious possession, His only begotten Son, into death for us. God didn’t hold back His love. He gave His all. He gave His best. He gave the love of His heart.
And you and I are forgiven. All the times we turn away God instead of trusting Him; that is forgiven. All the times we turn away from our neighbour instead of loving them, that sin is pardoned. Every time you meter out your love thinking you have to save it up to share with someone who is worthy or acceptable; that is forgiven too. 
God’s love reaches from heaven to earth to speak to our minds and to pour His love into our hearts and souls. God’s love lives in you, for you are a baptised and sanctified child of God. Christ, who overflows with love, who lives in you, and if He lives in you the endless love of God is in your heart and soul and you mind. 

Jesus makes your heart new, filling it with Himself and His love. His desires well up in you to love your neighbour. Jesus’ love for the Father is how you love Him also. His trust in the Father, which was not snuffed out even when He faced death, is the faith by which you cling to the Father at the lowest of times, and which sustains you on your death bed. 
The human heart does not know what it means to truly love God or neighbour. Our understanding of love is corrupted and selfish and perverted. God takes away our hearts in Baptism and we are born again with living hearts. In the Sacrament of the Altar you have a feast of God’s love and forgiveness prepared by Jesus, in His dying and rising again, and placed in, with, and under bread and wine. 

In hearing the words of Jesus “Given and shed for you”, and by our eating and drinking, our hearts are renewed and filled again with God’s love, our minds are shaped by the Gospel, and our souls receive the immortality of Christ who will never die again. 

Jesus is not silent is sharing His forgiveness and life with the children of God. Come often to hear Him speak and receive forgiveness, life and salvation from Him. Amen. 

The peace of God that passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
