Prayer of the Church – Epiphany 4C

Before you begin this prayer, take a moment to think of how you can pray for each other (maybe drawing on the highs and lows shared earlier) and for people who may be struggling at this time. Towards the end of this prayer, there is a time when you can pray for each of the people you’ve thought about.

In faith, hope and love, let us come before God our Father, and present our needs to him in prayer

Lord God, thank you for your holy gospel through which we have come to know your Fatherly heart. In your great mercy, preserve the light of your Word, so we can grow as children of the light. Help us to keep walking in your ways, according to your Word.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord Jesus, remember your church, deliver us from all evil. Strengthen and protect us by your Word and sacraments. Grow your church, so that your gospel may be preached to all nations, and gather the faithful from throughout the world into the kingdom which you have prepared.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Almighty God, you blessed the earth to make it fruitful, bringing forth in abundance whatever is needed for the support of our lives. We pray that you would graciously provide us with favourable weather in the year ahead, so that we may gather in the fruits of the earth and proclaim your goodness with thanksgiving. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord, eternal ruler of all, keep this nation under your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Help us provide trustworthy leaders, contribute to wise decisions for the general welfare of our people, and thus serve you faithfully in our generation to the honour of your holy name. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Almighty God, as you brought the Apostle Peter out of prison, have mercy on all who are unjustly imprisoned, and set them free from their bonds, so that they may rejoice in your deliverance. Grant to all prisoners a fair and honest trial, and grant that the prison system of our land works for restoration and rehabilitation.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Merciful God, since you minister to all who are afflicted, look with compassion on those who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy, remove the fears that attack them, strengthen them in the recovery of their self-possession and health, and give skill, patience, and understanding love to those who provide care for them. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Loving and compassionate God, have mercy on all who suffer from illness and other challenges. Comfort all who grieve the loss of loved ones. Today, we particularly pray for [insert your specific prayers for others and yourselves here].
Lord, you formed us in the womb, and before we were born you predestined us to be your own. Keep us in your love, and strengthen our faith and our hope. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
