Prayer of the Church for Australia Day

With thanksgiving to God for the gift of our land, let us pray for all its needs.

Response

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Suggested intercessions

*
for remembrance of our history and of God's generosity

*
for our industry, education and way of life

*
for protection from violence, discord, confusion, pride, arrogance, and from every evil course of action

*
for unity among the many different cultures and races that live in this land

*
for reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people

*
for continued freedom and peace

*
for the governor-general (by name) and for national parliamentary leaders and representatives (by name) 

*
for thankfulness in good time

*
for trust in times of trouble

*
for all Australian churches.

Concluding prayer

As we have no lasting home in this land, help us to live here as citizens of heaven and seek the city which is to come, where we will be at home with you and all the saints forever. We ask this through your  Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

OR the following prayer may be used (adapted for local requirements). 

Let us pray to our God, who is the Father of every nation, saying: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, be with your whole church on earth, and the church in this country. Keep it faithful, and let your message of forgiveness through Christ be heard and believed. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless our country, Australia, and help those in authority to strive for harmony, honesty and justice. Remember our Queen, Elizabeth, our Prime Minister, N, our Premier, N, those in our local government, and all who maintain law and order. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guide our industry, our education, our arts, culture and leisure activities, our mass media, our science and technology. Be with the unemployed and the overworked, the sick and the aged, the poor, the needy and the lonely. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protect our nation from hatred and violence, from arrogance, discord and confusion, and from all evil. Bring unity among the different peoples of our land: the Indigenous and the non-Indigenous people; those born here and those from overseas; the rich and the poor. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Help us to care for the land and protect its fragile environment, so that the blessings you give can be passed on to future generations. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Be with us in our journey here through this life, and finally take us to our true home with you forever. We pray through your Son, Jeus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen.
OR, the following may be used or adapted.

Lord, we thank and praise you for this vast land of Australia with its unique beauty and grandeur, for its wealth and its resources. Help us to take good care of our land for ourselves and for others.

We thank you for your many gifts and blessings to us, for peace and prosperity, freedom and good government, education and culture, work and leisure. Help us not to squander our heritage, but to use it wisely and preserve it for our children.

We thank you for the variety of people and cultures in our nation, for the Aboriginal people and the early settlers, for our ancestors and their descendants, and for migrants from all over the world. Teach us to respect and value each other.

We thank and praise you that by the preaching of the gospel you have planted and nurtured your church among the original inhabitants and the newcomers in this land. Move us to promote the unity of your church in this country and proclaim the good news of salvation to our own people and our neighbours.

We commend to your fatherly care all those who are lonely and forgotten, the homeless and destitute, the sick and the aged, and all victims of prejudice or injustice. Help us to love and care for our neighbours in need.

We commend to you all those who are unemployed and those who are overworked, those who suffer economic hardship and those who fail to receive fair return for their work. Have mercy on those who put their hope in wealth, and help us to work together for a just distribution of our nation's resources.

We commend to you all those in government and positions of authority, our Queen and her advisers, the parliaments of our commonwealth and state. Help them to govern wisely and justly so that people may be restrained from wrongdoing and encouraged to live good lives.
Amen

